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Agenda

• Introductions and norms of collaboration

• “Why We’re Here” presentation

• “The Plastics Problem” presentation

• Discussion of guiding principles

• Objectives and path forward
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Norms of collaboration

1. Be respectful of and open to all points of view

2. Seek common ground as we are here to work together toward a 
particular vision for the state

3. Share talk time, so that everyone can participate and no one dominates

4. Limit contributions to being on topic and constructive

5. Be on time for meetings

6. Maintain a “zero waste” meeting environment – no single use plastics!
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The harmful side 
of plastics

• More plastic has been 
produced over the last 10 years 
than during the whole of the last 
century.

• Eight million tons of plastic 
are dumped into the ocean 
every year. 

• That’s a whole garbage truck 
per minute – and 80 percent of 
that comes from land-based 
sources. 

• Virtually every piece of plastic 
ever made still exists in some 
shape or form.
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Problems with
single-use plastics

• Currently, we only 
recover 5% of the 
plastics we produce.

• Single-use-plastics, like 
straws, bottles, bags, and 
packaging, frequently do 
not make it to a landfill or 
recycled.

• 50% of the plastic used, 
is used only once and 
thrown away.

Source: Plastic Pollution Primer & Action Toolkit, Earth Day Network
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• The Volvo Ocean Race 
stopped at Fort Adams State 
Park this past May, attracting 
more than 100,000 visitors.

• Rhode Island was the first state 
to take the Clean Seas Pledge.

• The Ocean Summit, was so 
popular other host 
communities held summits to 
showcase solutions to the 
plastic crisis.

• Volvo Ocean Race Newport 
Stopover Team was recognized  
with the EPA’s New England 
2018 Environmental Merit 
Award

Turning the tide on 
plastics in 2018
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• With the Zero Plastics Marina 
Initiative, DEM along with the 
RI Marine Trades Association 
and marina operators are 
taking action to keep plastics 
out of Narragansett Bay and 
off our ocean coastlines.

• A voluntary effort where 
marinas pledge to commit to 
plastic prevention activities. 

• Activities include plastic 
prevention education, 
plastic pollution prevention 
and reduction, recycling, and 
coastline clean-ups.
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Above right: Jonathan Stone, Executive Director of Save the Bay
Right: Actor and Advocate Kendrick Sampson

• Rhode Island Resource 
Recovery Corporation kicked 
off an awareness campaign 
to help Rhode Islanders recycle 
right by enlisted an all-star cast.

• Producer Responsibility 
Program: Looking at 
opportunities for shared 
responsibility for products at 
the end of their useful life.

• Litter Control Efforts

Building on existing 
initiatives and work
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• Rhode Island Hospitality 
Green Certification Program
for  businesses to attain 
green performance standards, 
implement best practices, 
and comply with regulatory 
requirements.

• Green events: CVS Charity 
Classic, Volvo Ocean Race

• Several municipalities have 
already enacted bans on 
single-use plastic bags

• Coastal/Riverine cleanups

Building on existing 
initiatives and work
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• In July, Governor Gina M. 
Raimondo signed an Executive 
Order aimed 
to reduce reliance on single-use 
plastics that often end up in 
Rhode Island's waters and 
shoreline. 

• The Tackling Plastics Executive 
Order targets single-use 
disposables such as shopping bags, 
bottles, cups and straws - along 
with items like six-pack rings and 
balloons - that become unsightly, 
dangerous and all-too-familiar litter 
on land and in coastal waters. 

• Membership includes 
representatives from 
Environmental groups,  Marinas 
and Relevant industries, state and 
local leaders, and state agencies

Leadership on 
solving the plastic 
problem
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This collaboration will help us 
make meaningful progress in 
creating a comprehensive, 
source-reduction approach to 
address the problems associated 
with single-use plastics and 
packaging to create a stronger, 
safer, and greener Rhode Island 
for future generations.

Progress through 
collaboration
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Jamie Rhodes, UPSTREAM Program Director,
Hermit & Alchemist

jamie@upstreampolicy.org; 401-225-3441

mailto:jamie@upstreampolicy.org
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Objectives and working groups

• Explore and recommend legislative options related to 
specific types of plastics, including

• Plastic bags

• Plastic bottles

• Establish a plastics “Lead by Example” challenge

• Compile ideas and messaging to be used in education 
and outreach related to plastics

• Explore and encourage innovation related to plastics 
alternatives

• Compile an inventory of the work to date throughout the 
state related to plastics and recommend work to be done 
following the conclusion of the task force

Task force objectives

1. Legislative solutions

2. “Lead by Example” 
challenge

3. Education

4. Innovation

5. Inventory

Working groups

Next two task force meetings
• November 14: 9-10:30 (location TBD)
• December 14: 9-10:30 (location TBD)
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