I-n\‘ RHODE |ISLAND DEPARTMENT
——— OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

. - Division of Fish and Wildlife

e | .
““Wild Rhode Islar
jmi\m" S Winter, 2019v Volume 12w Issue 1

\ = a\-\ODE'SLANo . Al S e N SN o T
INSIDE THIS | SSUE:
Beavertail State Park.........cooooeiiviiiiiiiie e
<y Ice Fishing in RI (CONtINUEM)..........ceicrieeieeie ettt

WhyWe Shoul dnodt
Wild Rhode Island EXPIOrer........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiieeeie e
Tales from the TrailS..........ueeeeiiiiii e

BRAVING THE COLD : ICE FISHING IN

RHODE |SLAND WRITTEN By COREY PELLETIER , DFW
FRESHWATER FISHERIES

What is fun about sitting out in

a fish to bite? This is a common
fishing, and even some who have.
pond i-wi nmied , in col d temperatur e
conditions, seems | ike a daunting
conditions fhopeltathk® jaudtewt d i sh.
to this question, but a variety th
about this winter fishing experien:
From those who spend every weeke
safe conditions, to those who vent
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THE DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to ensure that the freshwater, wildlife, and marine
resources of the state of Rhode Island will be conserved and manage
for equitable and sustainable use.
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ICE FISHING IN RHODE [SLAND ..ccuuiiiiiiiiieeeiceei e e e e e e e
Bl Rhode Island is a great place for ice fishing during the cold winter Var o ca WA sed
== months; read about it from the perspective of an avid ice angler. Feder al Ai d
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BEAVERTAIL STATE PARK, JAMESTOWN , R.I.
FEATURED STATE LAND, RIDEM P ARKS & RECREATION

Beavertail State Par k, | ocat ed i oo Phaode
for of fering some of the most )n
coastline. The park attracts pe h
pristine environment . Beavertail
fishing in the area, along with

attracts hundreds of people each
vi ewi ng, recreational hunting a
DFW research.

BIRDWATCHING : Thi s state -kpawk fer wetsb excell ent

birdwatching. Off shore, it is common to see raft &setoat
Harl equin ducks. Phot o ¢ GEAEEEENVEN) s52e hariequin da@ks |
Waterf owl Conservation Stamp).
provides food and cover for so
bi rdwatching during the sprini
mi grating birds as a rest stop

FISHING AT BEAVERTAIL : Whet her fishing

boat , the waters off of Beave

bass, bl uefi sh, bl ack sea bass
HUNTING AT BEAVERTAIL : Beavert ail is open to archery deer hunt
Depart ment , in addition to a R. . hunting |icensenduod
sea ducks, such as black ducks and scoter.

DFW B AT RESEARCH: Bi ol ogists from the Division of Fish and

the | ate summer and fall. Acoustic detectors that cige
are found there, and what time of year and climati cs c
bat species have been detected there, imdlredi matisi.dg LU
use the coastline as a guide during migration; this o
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today by going to: www.ri.gov/dem/huntfish

E FISHING IN RHODE |SLAND CONTINUED FROM COVER

vary from angler to an
way for family and fri
cold months and spend

Often during winter,
pl eastaent outosi de wher e
warm the body aaexi 9then
fishing can be viewed

accompanied by grill s,
beverages, with the s
bonus.

Some anglers have o0one

fishing: catch enough |
freezer. Whether jiggi
ups with i ve bai't f o
through the 1ice can be
tching a quantity of fish for the tabl e. Advancedt
cate school s of fish, someti mes usi ng el ectronics t
ui pment, ice fishing can be a fun way to catch a hea
Of course, ice fishing cannot be overlooked as a wmay
ss, and walleye are commonl y -utpasr getgegde df owi tthh diarr g®iea e
ite sucker s, and fallfish can entice | arge gamefntslh
ught as other panfish, capsbaendehgnekicningg Cat chit it
kes a | ot of patience and persistence, but can mankeen
ten spend |l ong days on the ice, someti mes from sunuj
eir personal best. I f you are willing to put i atrtdpel
sh wil/l be in your favor.
Personally, ice fishing fulfills many voids during t
d get exercise during a t§{*™ ' I
d Iittle to do outdoors. tF
ether on a bright sunny g
l ps to mitigate the wint\ p
tch and release and targ' ,
rthern pike and | argemout g t
comes worthwhile when vYyougs
s h, followed by the baclkE et

ne, and finally the gl i mEZk

Purchase a Rhode Island fishing license
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e. Filled with exhilarat y o
erything else around you.

The one caution | mu st ad i
derstanding the conditions

sis there are accidents wi Jh

shing the | imits or not t & Walking/ 5-6 o re

fe. Weat her patterns pro Ice Fishing ATVs& , e
. . . Snowmobiles Medium

t i ce gual ity and t hickn Sized Trucks

cations. Examining the ic p

dicate the recent freezing

rst to melt. The gener al & National Weather TR
ur inches of hard ice for K—aW, 7 B Service Aberdeen, SD N}
reference to the ice quality. When ice under goeashcilpa
s |l ess structural stability than hard, bl ack i ctelw tCle
rrounding ice and may only be covered by unsafe edgksdnm
e areas you are walking and fishing can prevent accic
| f you are a beginner who is uncertain on how to ge
perienced, or research the basic steps. The equi pimeen:
mpl e suppliesupsncdruda njgi qqgifregv rtd oo, a hand auger, aurt d
cal waterbodies, many which have designated fi shitnhgo
ide, or from your | ocal tackle shop. Make sure dpma si
calling |l ocal authorities. Cold weather months dledn
me exercise, fresh air, and catch some fi sh!
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WHY WE SHOULDN @O
RELOCATE WILDLIFE

ADAPTED FROM O W.DLIFE
RELOCATION 1S PROHIBITED IN
RHODE IstaND6  ( RI DEM, D

Nearly every day the Divihsighrergedensai tciadsl f nondeavermer
of the public about a nuisawmael wbl Hi-t leadifsd lvd mao@f tsenur
ask if a biologist can trapenBétgniamelhasacgcdnrelkaase it th
Al t hough this may seem | i kest hepesciinmepsl etsad , mamoys tc o munma
solution, for many reasons Biatyliisasa@tad wan dn, mgya rovaowsd @ ursg
to the animal, other ani malTsh,esha ldiitsatass,e so rc aenc ogsuyisctkel nys .
to consider whaer wiel ochappemvast bl ngo caonsequences o]
new pl ace; where wild.l i t frienldo cfaotoidn ga nwdi | sdh e Iftee r a yH otwh i
i mpact , or be i mpacted by,whtehne imabrietadtit yWhateypar @s iptut

wi Alndi ti?2 Alsl nmodt
consi der ismpgctireasp ptimgt aadet rcaomsspindaehriies
ulti matevgctwhy (sPeR)oeasiucd

di seases coul d it
be

ani

bring tiheste gaesod o0

addressed when

mal s, and ar e ws | dvloiofde

prohibited in Rhode I sl and.Others <carry -tadadhistmiosmsalbllei o
THE SPREAD OF WILDLIFE DISEASES canine diSt_emp‘_”’ which car
A |l andowner has seen a rchacnodc!r{nlgn V\t”hledI_n'efieghgglphoeoncﬂéla{
: . . di seases ar_re i nfectious di
sniffing around their garbage cans hey believe the
. . i mals and humans. Captur.i
solution is to Ilive traplt and bri nlglt toaStatIe
they have seen ommeelra)wgasctcot(\)ﬁfnesy r?éme‘? Sgcan put people
may not have considered i slITCANEARMPOBHERWIPHIEAND ECOSYFEMS e n f o
A skunk has been hanging
- . : . : what has fallen to the grou
Zoonotic Disease An infectious disease whicl .
! and a dog, and are worried
can be spread between animals and humans
a probl em, so they ask a fi
M_O\{inganimalsrandomlyqroundtheIaqucap wildlife refuge on the coast
ywll|nc.reasethechancgofmtroducmgdlsease Once released, the skunk
into uninfected populations. ) _ o
food source in this unfamil|
You CannOtte” |fanan|mal |SS|CkJUStby t he beach dunes and happens
looking at |t..An animal that a}ppeargaalthy nest; despi dbwa ltihan ta dautltte nbpitrs
may carry diseases or parasites which can be th " K K b «
transmitted to susceptible species, domestic € ungry sxun reaks °
animals, or humans. Unfortunately, these were p
- q gt : : : clutch was | ost.
raps and cages used to capture or transpor : .
_p 9 p _p Rel ocated wildlife, faced
animals can become contaminated by disease o ,
L6 L L e tlle) ol oo . competition from other wild
risks to humans and pets. wherever availabl e. Raccoo

commonly raid bird nests f
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wildlife management areas and r

nesting songbirds, gamebirds, an

SOMEONE ELSE IS ALREADY LIVING THERE

A family of coyotes has t ake

nei ghborhood because there are 1

there is plenty of food avail abl

bins. Before | ong, the neighbor|

wal king through their yards, and

them in a State Wi ldlife Managem

‘ With few exceptions, it is |1k
~ the same species living in the
‘rwaralneism%rlo nmust compete for resourc
Competition for resources incre:

species are territorial and wil |l

ot her s; ani mal s wi t hout establi

di sadvantage and the odds that t

Coyotes are territorial, and wil

t hem, including f oxes and ot her

coyotes into a Management Area i
Additionall vy, it i s i kely t

el sewher e, wi || continue &6t hyard

nei ghborhood. It is worth consic

releasing nuisance wildlife onto

Are we resolving our issue by c¢cr .

RELOCATED ANIMALS MAY TRY TO RETURN
I June and a snappingl aiudt t k!

eggs in a backyard. The homeown e
around to tend to the eggs, so t
the road and drop it off. Later
to her home pond, and is hit by

Faced wi t h unfamiliar surrou
resources, and possibly having
relocated animals wil/l often att
sites. Many animals have excelle
squirrel s, raccoons and box turt

great distances to return to the
journey as they attempt to cros:
some other demi se.

THE THREAT OF INVASIVE SPECIES TO NATIVE WILDLIFE

We must protect and support AL
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



