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Harlequin duck (Histrionicus histrionicus ) Photo: Richard Leach 

Trees for Trout 
By: Corey Pelletier, Fisheries Biologist, Division of Fish & Wildlife 

When standing on a riverbank admiring the tranquility of the flowing water, 

many see it for just that.  Anglers stand streamside contemplating where to 

make the next cast.  A good angler reads the water, looking for habitat that is 

most likely to produce a trout.  Seasoned anglers know and remember the spots 

they have caught fish in the past, down to the rock or bank where the fish hid.  

However, to most, the change in a river over generations goes unnoticed.   

Rivers are dynamic and constantly changing, but unfortunately, many of the 

changes we see today are a result of human influence.  These changes are most 

often negative and caused by poor land use practices.  Dams create barriers and 

discharge warm water to the otherwise cold stream below.  Cattle trample 

stream banks causing instability, sedimentation and high nutrient run off.  


