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By: COREY PELLETIER , FISHERIES BlOLOGIST, DFW

Or, in other words, a |ittle ifor
el ectrofishing surveys: what i s el
i mportant tool for fisheries biolog

Electrofishing is one of the mos
fisheries biologists wuse to collec
electric charge into the water i n
electricity in water can be injuric
nolnet hal and harmless to fish. El
surveys due to its effectiveness a
such as gilll netting. I nteresting
equi pment -I1N7QQh,e mBdBYsfi sh and wild

Electrofishing photos by Sarah Petrarca Continued on page6
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THE DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Our mission is to ensure that the freshwater, wildlife, and marine
resources of the state of Rhode /sland will be conserved and
managed for equitable and sustainable use.

Environment
Fish and Wi
the Aquatic Resour
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: R 2 Catherine Spa
Queens River, Exeter, R.1., photo submitted by Nicole P. Assistant Director

This Issue Features: RI DEM, D

SHOCKING INEWS FROM DFW........oseseeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeerersssss v 1 Sarah MVREdilteoyr,/ De

‘ﬁ-' & | EARN ABOUT HOW FISHERIES MANAGERS USE ELECTROFISHING TO I mp  ement ation
. MONITOR FRESHWATER FISH POPULATIONS THROUGHOUT R.I.

» Ver oni ¢ awRMa sEsdoint,
ARCADIA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA ...ttt eeeeeeaeeeeneens Feder al Aid Coo

8 | EARN ABOUT ONE OF RHODE |SLAND & MANY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT . .
AREAS AND WHAT YOUQL FIND THERE . X mb.e rly e 0
Aguatic Resource EG¢

NEW STAFF AT THE DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE .......cccevvvvnnnnn. 4
BEESUR THE DIVISION HAS A NEW PRINCIPAL BIOLOGIST FOR THE NON-GAME
% PROGRAM , AND NEW HUNTER SAFETY COORDINATOR . For a free &ibsic Rhpdi

andWoftd Rhode |,sl|mlnda
email Sarah. Ril ey (
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, & TAUTOG , ALSO CALLED BLACKFISH , ARE A SALTWATER FISH FOUND OFF THE
COAST OF R.l. LEARN ABOUT THE JOYS OF FISHING OUR LOCAL WATERS .
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' ' facility operated by this recipient of federal ass

. should write toThe Office for Equal Opportunit
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u Follow us on Twitter @RhodelslandDEM Secretary, Washington, D. C. 20240

Visit our Facebook page @RIFishWildlife
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ARCADIA WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA, EXETER, R.IL.

FEATURED STATE LAND, RIDEM D IvisioN OF FisH & WILDLIFE
By MIKE DIPIETRO , HUNTER SAFETY COORDINATOR , DFW

The Arcadia manag@mémtr gastamasagbemestaneea consi stin

evergreens and fiel ds. I't was purchased through funds
through +tRldePRPittstomamMct and along with matching funds t

Arcadi a s btilggestatpaubl i c -tsaesd. wht chbt nétf elmess maditoss
Ri chmond and West Greenwich. Hunting, fishing and tr:
riding are very popular activities within this aremag
birds are abundatmeéel hyutbyndybermi ght gwven see a bald e

Many ponds, rivers and streams are stocked with thec
afforded great opportunities with-rgebodentguafrbwym hebdec
advantage of what we have to offer. Good bass, picker

through the middle of the management area and gets st

Canoeing and kayaking are very popul amarkedpandgman
of fer great wal ks for young and ol d, as well as for
management area offer opportunities for photography,
opportunities for shelter and backpack camping within

hor ssamam ea which allows camping and good trail ridin
all owed in a certain area which they maintain and hol
There is something here for everyone! The entire far

wheel chair boardwal ks to fishing areas by poadndbkaweéth
anythi/mng. Get 'out and get some fresh air, exercise an
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THE DIVISION OF FISH & W ILDLIFE W ELCOMES
Two NEwW STAFF MEMBERS TO THE T EAM!

SHILO FELTON, PH.D., PRINCIPAL WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST , NON-GAME, T HREATENED
& ENDANGERED SPECIES PROGRAM

We are excited to welcome Sh /i
Principal Bi ol-gaggmes,t T lome aduern e ¢

Species progr am! As our nongame ; S |
game technical representative | /
Coast Joint Venture, and Assoc |
Wildlife Diversity Committee. ¢ _ A
in February 2018 after 40 years

Shilo brings more than a deca x ip
and manage-mame, of hneatened, anc 2 e\ S
recently received her Ph.D fror— R\ = L
she investigated the effects = = -} \\
Oystercatcher popul ations. She : T
Kentucky University, where she e M
bet ween farmers and wildlife i - e, T €
degrees, she worked on a varie: o v % U

and Common Tern monitoring at
t o mai nt ai ning a <captive popu
Shrikes for the San Diego Zoo. > :
shorebird monitoring program f &% a9
and wor king wi t h Piping Pl ove FE ) el e ¢ e VPH.D. K}v%
serves on t he Steering Commitipystlercatechers. “Photo co
Wor ki ng Group. ——

ol enjoy <collaborating with <co
WELCOME and government agencies to conserve native wildlife. | am thrilled tc
SHILo ! Division of Fish and Wildlife to contribute to the conservation of

| sl andds n ashidFsitod, Principhl BolSgi€, DFW C € S

T Fishe; Inland Fishes of Rhode [sland

of available for purchase today!
Rhode Island Written by Alan Libby , lllustrations by artist Robert Jon Golder
$18.75 each,ncludes tax. Available by mail in order, or pick up from t
RIDEM and the Division of Fish & Wildlife

E RIDEM Licensing Office: 235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rl : Cash, card, check or money

E DFW Field Headquarters: 277 Great Neck Road, West Kingston, RI, Check or money order on

E Mail in form, check or money order only. For more information and to print the order form, go tg
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish -wildlife/publications/

by Alan D. Libby

Illustrations by Robert Jon Golder: e
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MICHAEL DIPIETRO, HUNTER SAFETY EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Hi everyone! I want e
as t he newl vy appoi n
Education Coordinator .
Di Pietro and | feel I
e this position most of
$§ be able to work for t
stat e, along with the
hel p make our progr am:
dedicated to people w
public range at the Gt

Ar ea. We currentpegr fhal
team in our of fice.
technical assistant F
clerical assistant . W
four Range Safety off]
run smoothly.

ii.\-\- <4 Al ' I was fortunate to g

‘ I\ { ’ IEEN N N

DFW Hunter Safety Office staff fromhluenfttert%’rilghV\fO:UIM%d&iaeg P

Scott Travers at the DFW Hunter Saféetyclofrgsibefiof eExletepyul m
a rite of passage to

' i cense! Today, many kids don''t have the hunting trada

Program tries to provide that knowledge through semina

Early on | managed to |l earn from every hunt and even
able to go to the public state randgm shovBiurcgk rmyi |dgeava.n:
firearms and ammunition | was using. I |l earned about

et hical hunti ng, and devel oped a deep resiptecwad oantdae
Today, the Great Swampit I&éraotriamg eRa nigad h icsatna rhsetl ipe @ rord ag/o o

I started with RIDEM as a seasonal Par k Ranger at G
know the Environment al Pol i @e,| oanngd baefftoerre tlal &kh anrgg etdo nt
Wil dlife Management. Things fell into place in the yea
|l wanted to be the voice for the game being hunted. L
During my time as an EPO, | was a range officer for th
Of ficer for 10 years.

I knew after years of hunting that | wanted to give
better hunter, so | volunteered as a hunter safetlwaisns
given this new assignment as Hunter Safety Coordinator
as hunters who want to expand their kRoobad retdsgoen nho nioeosk
programs are secur e, managed propehltytenmnsnd amsdedf wi sreé )
et hical and responsible hunters.

WELCOME MIKE !

For more information about the DFW Hunter Education Office, or the many programs and classes they offer, please cal
401-539-0019 or email Michael.DiPietro@dem.ri.gov.
You can also visit our website at www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fighidlife.
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ELECTROSHOCKING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

chemical call ed
surveys. Hi st or i
was used in rive
calcul ated concen

l et hally sur vvegt e

Rot enone woul d b
and a net strung¥
downstr eam, wo ul
species within th
Thankfully, wi t
of technol ogy,
equi pment was dé\_,
alternative met h o

|l et hal surveys an

The size and ty,

being sampled det , = :

o f electroflsh|ngDFWbloIoglsts, SHl= a1 [ G G LSS C I C e ¢

These consi st of - S-le el e St [ a ok

and boat =electrofishers. Al t hough the

styl e and si ze vary drastdacmdldgygt,ort hey aaIIsIo pbh&eedsii

component s. Each piece of Peaqrt|cmuel atrl eqfu regmaallpow

sour ce, ei ther in the formb%ckSa?l?téleégtroorfiashgeerneirsatt

power is then transferred ﬁ%eg poqls\%gglrhgwqihcrhou ‘ﬂnté|

out put of power . Thi s becooénnegserio”ﬁpso,rt\ﬁintthW;?re@petrartgreé

speci fic fish habitats, Sp%ﬁir?/%y ﬁﬁgfiholcjfles s\;grg SSafel

pul sator, the power is sent Itooveasn aarneOdree’quoirrepdosf'otri Vaelll

conductor, t hat extends intBrgpgctwlaﬁ rtheTmo ?I}%‘%teelaecc

form an el ectrical field, a cathodeeloerctpsgiag'hgfral){Sc
by an operator W €
their back. The

t hat acts as an al
a met a-lt hea bd-attrhaoidl

behind, forming :
around the operat
the operator, coll

the electric curr
bucket of water 0

the survey is con
fish ar e measur e
rel eased back intc

I n rivers t hat al
efficiency of a b
a tote bar ge I

e
ERGECRITS i eRe U S € d P8C§ P&e?f éﬁgsr
(!

Photo fromOPBE®' probes

e
5
(O |

"The DFW electrofls
'conducted during t
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These units generabbhwgeobsinstt hat &oftdsawbi megner ator , p
require a crew of at |l east five or six peopl e. Two
controlled individually and are equipped with safety
power output and ensuring safety by controlling a déecoc
form ofis kmatepli actedst hrough the hull of the wunit, formin
equi pment is wused in rivers that are still wadabl e fyea
backpack el ectrofisher becomes | ess effective. Sur v ey
effectively net stunned fi sh.

Lakes and ponds require much different equi pment, as
Wil dlife operates an electrofishing boat, which i gfodbas
flat bottom hull equi pped with a I|ivewell and genernattoo
the water and -akcargedtbat podéesj vemiytti ng a currentom tTh
bow which collectively, with the aluminum hull, acteds
along shorelines and shall ows of | akes and ponds asrt®h
generally conducted at ni ght using lights fitted tmstt
commonly performed at night for better visibility irmstao

more stationary movement of fish after dark.

Fisheries biologists are able to use the data from

di stribution, popul ation si ze, and growt h. It i s an
monitoring waterbodies for change. The best part nafbiosuf
are returned to the water wunhar med. These surveyss mig e
and overall healthy aquativcwecosystems.

Connect with us
on SOCiql mediq! Not only can you visit our website,

www.dem.ri.gov/fishwildlife, fo find
out about local wildlife, conservation
o e initiatives, management research,
@RI.ﬁShCIdeIldllfe and more, but you can now connect
with us on social media fo stay

ﬁ @RIﬁShW"d"fe updated on events and what's new!

£ @RhodelslandDEM
dem.ri.gov/fishwildlife

< DEM

a RHODE ISLAND

Photo by M. Stultz at Durfee Hill Wildlife Management Area, Glocester, Ri
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Tautog or Not Tautog?

Species spotlight on the Infamous Blackfish (Tautoga or

By Nathan Andrews, Fisheries Specialist, RIDEM Division of Marine Fisheries

HIE | t [

TheThn”. ong connected dorsa i n,
also pector al

Tap, p atuaspe ,antdapyou set ;}1 gk ta]}at my
_ _ n th best id
friends is the tougehepsatuspaqt taut ng :
i ) eeth. n .coni c
waiting for the fish to come ba.ck ngl h t tthe I%al.t agez
_ _ set 0 uman eet i n n
once it takes the bait, youl.h%U| K1l 'y ?%t tkhe %%ok hzr’trd
oL y ave i C f u ery i ¥
t he &f ihsehad wup and out of the —rocks The feel o_f. e
: th 0's% chomper s. Th%ll’ thr
dead weight and strength of, a buIIdong bl ackfi.s on _ t heg
4 i Chrill q (drdes?mbll g mol’ars) which "h
your 1o 'S rt 'hg an agfd “6{ M€ crustaceans that
. di morphic, theé ongalaer eanadb | feen
Habitat and Features: based on physical char agateern
Tautog are bottom fish, téhred 9peackhksapd ity acekh ahe B¢
zone of inshore and costalThsitsrupautesn sschexese!l t €0k
|l edges, pilings, jettdregy, af @eafad esand edsril gwr ewakisnt ad tnc .
found from Nova Scotia to adloudtthhoodr oloifi@&n pattiat @ dni
common in the waters betweser iICApee dod Malde tbheackf i
Chesapeake Bay. Bl ackfish SagXxUamhemdrug i by amdke tWKes P

family and share many of ®©SR&ier mehar gt oskell ek e rd agrkey
slightly ventrally compressvhd t &@nd hihdaveand punidedgtsidiek e
with a thick, muscul ar -lciakuel @r gpeduhbe¥, Wialnld heaweldo pf aa
caudal fin. Tautog have 2 peldeicenti Ais sht wdyrnhahWhyi-ie

chi ohet !l owing a daring swin

|l mag-eNat e Andrews with a Taut@gh@éoqfug%ttﬂgérogHolganldsiIQQdoinnt
Narragansett Bay on a single circle hook rig. Notice that

rust color on this 21inch fem sdy was safely released.
% S "Stfateyy:

Ask a hundred anglers thi

and you wil/ get a hundred
angl ers boast di fferent me
techniques, secréelutspiott sgl Ir

to having t hef efddihotgbgtlidhrditenegl
only comes with ©practice.

anglers |like to use with-rc¢
h ook rigs, hi g-hbbkw (bdogson
AiSn affu gs, and slider rigs.
wi || al sohascle rai giorgla taut

for Twath the i dea here beir
troubl e when fishing struct
is one |l ess hook that can
circle hooks, whi ch of ten
help to ensure a clean catc
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a fish deototkiedg dJguwmtut og ar e

vi sual predator s, so bait i's the standard
met hod of rod and reel fishing. That

al so means that -if the water is mucked
up from a storm and the visibility 1is

l ow, it is going to be a slow day on the
water . Many charter boat s and

headboat <captains recite a short rhyme
t o remind angl ers t hat tautog ar e
notorious fMaitbhasteal emg,

wabBome Spear fishermen 1|1ike to

Sspear their tautog, many of which wil/

speak of it i ke an artform. Some

Spearfishermen say it is a much more

i nti mate hunt and allows them to be

mu ¢ h more selective. Tautog fishing

has two seasons in RI: spring and fall.

Again, there is much variety in angling

technique and both s”éaagsé’@@éoaqfe Dye{edndk his World Record

. . . . ] be h| nd the top ®nh itthem&Mpad ebir |

in their compilation of angle o d e

and met hods. Shore fishingMairsi nteheFlpsrhaéle'resd fnoert h ady

catching tautog in the sprieemai hhiengfi shhckrewhygpi dalnle

upper regions of Narraganseenity eBagyj tandf oasr emed r @byl Ve

accessible from shore. Durléllga}ig,ss? Ssepaesrop()};ﬂ]%dprbeyfepéﬂ

cl amwor ms, cl ams, anq SmallAncéféll %tbo[ rm‘,lrﬁaé)a, Oli)lt{rlé'nig

;ilclhorsienason, thire.lls mor au fo?grth&%ehrloﬁmi péeot(p@f anplrb
g on roc piles in epe V! ]p S.'s |

many regions in RI). Cut crgé% 4|gs thede Pé’ q'tgﬁ

And of course, spearing tauto%lql\é':mﬁﬁﬁné:a{splael %/‘n ||10)98

not shivering, so most spedwhio s@REMAT eSretiREe APE faN ¢

as wel |l . Fi sheries Specialist Chri

analyzed three structure:
AgeandGrowth: obt aianesde:cti oned spine, a

On August 18, 2019 spe&@rPe"Cid Uffan TBYe. nd1ad i ef !t
set areoordd for tautog (¥B8r3ImR4§E JFyomypald ¢tjhrpe
was speared in New LondoRatébfRnedthi SutT aluitn0 dapiosut
eet of water . This massi"B&E "€ahd0dad ad@dd OWei dHeo
5.1 pounds and 31.75 incohle®s? (Bfo. 6oBm) IsSdRgd Sojug
as been accepted as the "OWMMNdentl ajfdrerd trhddp Pf crodnye
y thdolrUSAee dive spear fli@gdfiofg dosiin®y & hepEheve (En
n a statement, Dyer said itViddt®dhebYna®tt ®" 9% cRBEH fRE
ver an hour bef Dyer s paantiddge tthhVest erfel@0wbo, |
espect to the -griismt bryachédvi&ygiaPgis sfhi sh while wr
he meat to ensure it di Mapytiagd - tdhwae€téd,s nfolunlt!
aws, and donating the rddk thd stted YRIZNHEM r®iWtihs |

Continued on page10
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