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One of my favorite sounds of spring and summer in Rhode Island is the 

territorial song of the red-winged blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). If youôre 

enjoying a social distancing stroll on a sunny day along an inland or coastal 

wetland, you may have heard the trill ñconk-la-reeeeee, conk-la-reeeeeeò of 

these robin-sized, marsh-loving songbirds. While I enjoy a leisurely hike at this 

time of year on any of the open spaces we are fortunate to have in our state, 

what brings me to Galilee Bird Sanctuary at 5am these days is more focused. 

The more common red-winged blackbird is part of the draw, but I am really on 

the ñhuntò for the saltmarsh sparrow (Ammospiza caudacuta).  
 

Sparrows are often under-appreciated among many casual and not-so-casual 

bird enthusiasts. They are small, mostly gray or brown, blending well into their 

environment, and they can be difficult to tell apart, even as an experienced 

Continued on page 5 

The Saltmarsh and the Sparrow 
By: Shilo Felton, Principal Wildlife Biologist, Nongame program 

 

Spring peeper (Pseudacris crucifer ) Photo: G. DeMeillon  

Saltmarsh sparrow. Photo: Patrick F. 
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THE  D IVISION  OF FISH  AND  W ILDLIFE   

M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Our mission is to ensure that the freshwater, wildlife, and marine 

resources of the state of Rhode Island will be conserved and 

managed for equitable and sustainable use.  

THE  SALTMARSH  AND  THE  SPARROW ................................................1  
L EARN  MORE  ABOUT  THIS  ELUSIVE  RHODE  ISLAND  BIRD  AND  THE  HABITAT  

IT  CALLS  HOME . 
 

N ICHOLAS  FARM  MANAGEMENT  AREA ..............................................3 
L EARN  ABOUT  THIS  SECLUDED  AND  BEAUTIFUL  OPEN  SPACE IN  COVENTRY , 

R.I.,  AND  WHAT  THIS  AREA  OFFERS  VISITORS . 
 

YOUTH  H UNTER  EDUCATION  PROGRAMS ........................................8 
L EARN  ABOUT  RIDFW Y OUTH  H UNTER  EDUCATION  AND  MENTORSHIP  

PROGRAMS , AND  WHAT  THEY  MEAN  TO  PARTICIPANTS . 
 

WELCOME  NEW  H UNTER  SAFETY  COORDINATOR .........................9 
SCOTT  TRAVERS  WILL  BE JOINING  THE  DFW FULL  TIME  AS OUR  H UNTER  

SAFETY  COORDINATOR . 
 
 

 

A SIGN  OF THE  T IMES : HERPTILE  PROTECTION  IN  RI................10 
RIõS AMPHIBIANS  AND  REPTILES  ARE  FACING  MANY  CHALLENGES  TODAY , 

LEARN  WHAT  DFW IS DOING  TO  ADDRESS  THIS  ISSUE  

CONNECT  W ITH  DFW ON  SOCIAL  MEDIA ......................................12 
 L EARN  HOW  TO  CONNECT  WITH  US ON  SOCIAL  MEDIA  SO THAT  YOU  CAN  

STAY  UP  TO  DATE  ON  PROGRAMS , PROJECTS , AND  RIõS F ISH  AND  W ILDLIFE  

Follow us on Twitter @RhodeIslandDEM 

Visit our Facebook page @RIFishWildlife 

This Issue Features:  
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Watchaug Pond, Charlestown, R.I. 



  

 Summer 2020 v Volume 13 w  Issue 3                                v Page 3 w            

By Mike Stultz  

Rhode Island DEMôs Management Areas provide hunting and 

fishing opportunities to the public, and protect wildlife habitat and 

important natural communities. In 1969 a 146-acre parcel in Coventry, 

Rhode Island containing Carbuncle Pond was purchased to establish 

Nicholas Farm Wildlife Management Area. With subsequent 

acquisitions in the 1980s and 1990s, including the historic Cy Place 

Farm, the area now totals 1,550 acres. These purchases were 

accomplished in part with funding from the Federal Aid to Wildlife 

and Sport Fish Restoration program. Nicholas Farm is adjacent to 

Pachaug State Forest in Sterling, CT and contributes to a large network 

of conservation land throughout the borderlands held by RIDEM and 

other conservation organizations.  
 

Nicholas Farm is dominated by coniferous forest and oak forest, 

along with a variety of other habitats including pitch pine woodland, 

and grasslands. The 31-acre Carbuncle Pond is located to the north and 

provides ample fishing opportunity during all seasons, featuring a boat 

ramp and fixed dock. Along the western border, patches of young 

forest have been created through forest management to provide habitat 

for wildlife that rely on these dense thickets. Several coldwater streams 

flow through the area, including the Mossup River, Roaring Brook, 

and Bucks Horn Brook. A recent project initiated in 2017 was 

undertaken to restore a large tract of pitch pine-scrub oak barrens 

through tree thinning and prescribed fire at the Nicholas Unit. The 

Trestle Trail bike path, operated by RIDEM Parks and Recreation, 

bisects Nicholas Farm connecting Lewis Farm Road to Route 14A in 

Sterling. 
 

Nicholas Farm is accessible from Plainfield Pike (Route 14) and 

from Nicholas Road where gated access roads and unimproved trails 

wind throughout the property. Nicholas Farm is open to all forms of 

regulated hunting and trapping, and is located within Deer 

Management Zone 2. White-tailed deer, turkey, and fisher are 

considered relatively abundant here. Two areas of open fields, the 

Place Farm Unit and the Nicholas Unit, are stocked with ring-necked 

pheasant throughout the small game season. Wildlife and Sport Fish 

Restoration funds made available through the Pittman-Robertson Act 

and Dingell-Johnson Act and the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service, along 

with matching funds from the sale of hunting and fishing licenses and 

permits, are used to maintain and enhance this Management Area. 

With the recent boundary expansion here and other recent acquisitions 

at Tillinghast Pond and Durfee Hill Management Area, RIDEM 

continues to increase its portfolio of open space to help support 

wildlife conservation and provide hunting opportunities to the public. 

Get outside and enjoy Nicholas Farm Management Area! 

N ICHOLAS  FARM , COVENTRY , RHODE  I SLAND  
FEATURED  STATE  L AND , R.I. D EPARTMENT  OF ENVIRONMENTAL  MANAGEMENT  
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White-tailed deer Photo:  Dean Birch 

Photo:  M. Stultz 

Photo:  M. Stultz 

Pheasant Photo:  M. Stultz 
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Go to WWW.DEM.RI.GOV for more 

information about RIDEM Divisions and 

Programs  

¶ Purchase Fishing, Hunting, & Trapping Licenses 

¶ Find Maps for State Lands and Management Areas 

¶ Get updates on special events, programs, and more! 

 

      R  

I  D   F   W ?  

Available now is the RIDEM Division of Fish & Wildlife Overview of 

Programs & Responsibilities for the DFW Wildlife Section. 

Inside you will find information about where our funding comes from, our 

programs, collaborations & more. 

Find it at: 

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/pdf/dfw-division-

overview.pdf.  

It can be mailed or sent as a PDF by emailing DEM.DFW@dem.ri.gov  

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/pdf/dfw-division-overview.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bnatres/fishwild/pdf/dfw-division-overview.pdf

