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THE DivisioNn OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to ensure that the freshwater, wildlife, and marine
resources of the state of Rhode /sland will be conserved and
managed for equitable and sustainable use.

This Issue Features:

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT : EASTERN BROOK TROUT ...covveveveeeieeieieen, 1

L EARN MORE ABOUT RHODE |SLAND & NATIVE BROOK TROUT ,AND THE
=WORK DFW DOES IN RESEARCHING AND CONSERVING THIS SPECIES
MANDROS PROPERTY , TIVERTON , Rl
: THIS NEWLY -ACQUIRED PROPERTY IN TIVERTON OFFERS MORE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION IN R.I.

LEARN HOW TO SANITIZE YOUR EQUIPMENT BEFORE AND AFTER USE IN THE
AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT TO PROTECT VULNERABLE WILDLIFE .

T H G 8. G
INLAND FISHES OF RI, AMPHIBIANS OF FI AND DRAGONFLIES AND

m DAMSELFLIES OF Rl ARE ALL AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE NOW. LEARN

= Yam] MORE AT WWW .DEM .RI.GOV

RECORD RAINBOW TROUT CAUGHT IN S.Kuioiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeen, 1C

A RECORD -BREAKING STOCKED RAINBOW TROUT WAS CAUGHT IN
BARBERS POND IN S.K.

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES OF R.l.cecniii e,

f; WE ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THIS HIGHLY ANTICIPATED
PUBLICATION IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE .

ﬁ Made from 100% recycled materials
£.4 Follow us on Twitter @RhodelslandDEM
ﬂ Visit our Facebook page @RIFishWildlife
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MANDROS PROPERTY , TIVERTON , R./.

FEATURED STATE LAND: DIVISION OF FISH & W ILDLIFE

B : V M , F A C , DFW
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RIDEM DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

HOW TO SANITIZE BOOTS, WADERS AND OTHER
EQUIPMENT TO PROTECT WETLAND WILDLIFE

Rhode Island has an abundance of beautiful ponds, rivers and streams that provide a peaceful
escape into nature. These wetlands are brimming with wildlife such as frogs, toads, turtles and
fish. Exploring new areas is a great way to connect to nature, but it's imperative that we prevent
the spread of disease while we are discovering new landscapes. Moving from one wetland to
another requires the proper sanitation process to protect our native species.

How are these diseases spread?

Bacterial, viral and fungal pathogens can cause disease in wetland wildlife. These pathogens can be
spread when boots or other equipment come into direct contact with the water or soil and are then
brought to another wetland. Walking or paddling through an infected area has the potential to spread the
disease to an uninfected area.

What equipment should be sanitized?

Boots, waders, kayaks, canoes, paddles, nets, buckets, and any other item that has come into contact with
the water.

When should I sanitize?

Sanitize after each visit to a wetland (pond, stream, swamp etc.) and before moving from one wetland to
another thatis out of short walking distance.

What will I need?

A Bucket of Soapy Water

A Scrub Brush

3% Bleach Solution* in a Spray Bottle [1:32 dilution (bleach:water)]
A Hose or Gallon of Water

What are the steps?

Remove all debris (mud, plants etc.) with hose and/or scrub brush
. Wash with soapy water

Rinse with water

Spray thoroughly with diluted bleach including the bottoms of boots/waders**
. Wait 5 minutes

Rinse with water
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CHYTRIDIOMYCOSIS is an infectious disease caused by the Chytrid Fungus (Batrachochytrium
dendrobatidis) that has devastated amphibian populations world-wide. The Chytrid fungus causes
thickening of the normally permeable skin, disrupting an amphibian’s ability to absorb water and
breathe. This disease has caused declines in over 500 frog and salamander species. This fungus does not
affect humans.

SYMPTOMS: Amphibians infected with this fungus may be lethargic, swim in circles, sit with legs
outstretched or bask in hot temperatures, when healthy amphibians are hiding. Mass die-offs caused by
Chytrid fungus have been observed around the world.

For more information visit: https:/ /www.northeastwildlife.org/disease/chytridiomycosis

RANAVIRUS, or Large Mouth Bass Virus, is an infectious disease affecting reptiles, amphibians and fish
with a 90-100% mortality rate. There are several different kinds of Ranavirus that impact species at
different levels. This disease is believed to be responsible for many recent massive mortality events
around the world and unchecked could eliminate entire species.

SYMPTOMS: Amphibians infected with Ranavirus may display weak or erratic swimming,
hemorrhaging in the skin, especially by the hind legs and vent, gaping for air and lethargy. Reptiles,
specifically turtles, will display weakness, have swollen eyelids, ulcers on their feet, and discharge from
the nose and mouth. Fish infected with Rananvirus may display hyper-buoyancy, spiral swimming and
lethargy, which are attributed to damage to the swim bladder. This disease cannot be transmitted to
humans, but all freshwater fish should be thoroughly cooked before eating.

For more information visit: https://www.northeastwildlife.org/disease/ranavirus
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The Hitchhikers Guide to the Gi

By Katie Rodrigue, Principal Biologist, RIDEM Division of Marine Fisheries

s m of the e%ﬂs will become fertilized and

; . ~ larvae. These larvae are then at the n
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| settling in waters sometimes far from
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Figure 1: Satellite i magerg-h§$e ?gg&e§wggpgor\}%r&g@% elYl’E
red "ribbon" is the Gulf stragsportad away frogathe,GultSrea
from the Gulf of Mexico notg!pl%s ofnfmgs: wfarem C?fre m;sﬁsAanddbu
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Rhody3s coastal WaihdBth s Eri dingwa'rm%rv\/%
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around until t-he f ting nﬁg)\éegwéstahd’are
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. . ) Gul
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-they hitch a ride on the Gulf Streanggastal currents. These unusual orga

To reproduce, many fish use a strataggpmatited inland to coastal waters s
broadcast spawning. During spawniBgaeyents males &dth o d e | s |

females release a large amount of eggm%ép&%jﬁfmjmgion of Marine Fist

the water column, in hopes that theyyy RIEDS to monitor fish anc



v Spring 202Qv v Page 9w v Volume 14, Issuew

Scamp

opulations and distributions throug?#

arragansett Bay, Block Island Soul

onds. In mid to late summer, tropic
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encountered can vary widely from y¢ :
several are common and make up the maio
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blue runner, crevalle jacks, Atlantic |
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approaches, such as fish traps or S6ho? & BPGEHDBTE credit: Pat Barre
tropical reef dwelling fish can also b
other species encountered in recent
snapper, spotfin butterflyfish, scamg
flame box crab.

Most of the tropical species that ric
to RI are juveniles, although adults ¢
make the summer trip. These organ
comfortably and grow in our waters
and early fall when the water tempe
highest, especially in shallow protec
the coastal ponds, which act as a nt
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adapted to our New England winters
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temperatures dro(p too low. Thisis vgiue 1t
established populations of these spe
with a warming climate, we are seeil
sfpeues composition of Rl waters aw
(fish that live near the sea floor) Ne s ingramersy
such as winter flounder anddtakpete nshor e
SEemes (fish that live in the water cc
characteristic cAtlatiudsuch as butt
scup (Collie et al. 2008). Additionally
increase in the number of tropical fig
DMF monthly trawl survey over tim
that more _tr0ﬁ|cal fish are being car
now than in the past.

So, when you're enjoying the bea
ecosystems of Rhode [sland next s

o

Phot os: AWinlal iGemberColy Ares,
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out for these unusual tropical travelerss One geeatt ri ggerfish caught i
location to explore is our own Fort Wetherill State Park

in Jamestown, where several types of tropical species

can be spotted along the rocky shore or in eel grass

Pe((jjs. You never know what unique species you might

ind.

Collie, J.S., A.D. Wood, and H.Ptéeffreaft2008hé&ong

species composition of a coastal fish community. Can. J. Fish. Aquat.
Sci. 65:3]%9

Found a mystery fish and need help ide
a picture and post ittt Facebook P
email the Division of Marine Fisheries

https://www.facebook.com/RhodelslandDEM/

DEM.MarineFisheries@dem.ri.gov

For more information on the fascinating research and

. . Photo.credits$ Rich Bal ouskus
monitoring work conducted by the RI DEJ}/I D|V|a|on of :
Marine Fisheries. he o read about the different surveys conduc
arine Fisheries; here Division of Marine Fisheribdye
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programsisheries/ www.dem.ri.gov/programdistaies/survpyds/index.php

Recd@B8mredaking Rainbow Trout

By Kimberly Sullivan, Aquatic Resource Educati on

A particalvley edceoond did not deter
favorite fishing hole on December
Barber Pond in West Kingston, he w
and even more ecstatic as he start
| anded, Joe Rogers of North Kingst

|l i feti me, a monster rai nbow trout .
up his <catch and drove over t o Qt
Kingstown, one of the official wWe i
record fish. The rainbow trout we
29. 75 i @c hfeiss.h bJreoekaen dtihneg lroanign bow t r
set in 1991 by Martin Wencek.

When asked where the fish origina
Manager, stated that the fish actu

South Kingstown and was one of seve
for the past few years for the ex:
publiEwery year we put out record t
caught one and broughto it to a weig
RI DEM Division would I|ike to off.
phenomenal <catch!



