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Each spring, as Rhode Islanders begin to thaw out, flock to the beach and 

prepare for the bustle of summer, others begin to arrive as well. These arenôt 

tourists, theyôre beach-nesting birds. Piping plovers (Charadrius melodus), 

American oystercatchers (Haematopus palliatus), and least terns (Sternula 

antillarum) rely on some of our stateôs favorite beaches to lay their eggs and 

raise their families. Piping plovers survive the winters on islands in the 

Caribbean and least terns winter along the northern coast of South America. 

American oystercatchers from New England may take up winter residence as 

far North as New Jersey and as far south as Central America, but the majority 

head to Florida, like many other New England ñsnow birds.ò In the spring, 

American oystercatchers nest along the Atlantic Coast; from Nova Scotia south 

to Florida and the Gulf Coast. They also nest along the Baja peninsula in 

Continued on page 8 

Return of the Shorebirds:  
Spring Marks the Annual Arrival of R.I.ôs Coastal Fauna 
By: Shilo Felton, Principal Wildlife Biologist, Nongame Program, DFW 

 

Tillinghast Pond, W. Greenwich, R.I.  
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THE  D IVISION  OF FISH  AND  W ILDLIFE   

M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Our mission is to ensure that the freshwater, wildlife, and marine 

resources of the state of Rhode Island will be conserved and 

managed for equitable and sustainable use.  
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T ILLINGHAST  W ILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA  
DEM, TNC ADD 28 ACRES OF FORESTLAND TO TILLINGHAST POND MANAGEMENT 
AREA IN WEST GREENWICH   

By Mike Stultz  

With funding provided through the US Fish & Wildlife 

Service Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration Program, and 

state Open Space Bonds, the $265,000 acquisition will 

enhance recreational opportunities in southwest Rhode 

Island. 
 

PROVIDENCE ï The Department of Environmental 

Management (DEM) and The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

announce the permanent protection of 28 acres of forested 

land in West Greenwich for public recreational use, 

including hunting. The parcel abuts 2,370 acres of protected 

land in Tillinghast Pond Management Area and Wickaboxet 

Management Area. It is also near several other significant 

tracts of protected land including Nicholas Farm 

Management Area, Arcadia Management Area, and URIôs 

W. Alton Jones Campus.   
 

ñI am delighted that weôve been able to protect this 

priority  habitat at Tillinghast Pond and enhance recreational  

opportunities for the public,ò said DEM Director Janet Coit.   

ñPreserving Rhode Islandôs natural assets enhances our 

quality of life and helps support sustainable communities. 

Tillinghast is one of the best spots for hiking, bird-watching, 

hunting, and just being outdoors enjoying nature. Kudos to 

The Nature Conservancy and our partners for helping to 

make this important acquisition in West Greenwich 

possible.ò     
 

ñThe lands around Tillinghast Pond are part of the largest 

coastal forest in the northeast and regionally important for 

storing carbon, for 

wildlife, and for 

public recreation,ò 

said John Torgan, 

State Director for 

The Nature 

Conservancy.  

ñTogether with 

DEM and the people 

of West Greenwich, 

weôve conserved 

more than 2,000 

acres at Tillinghast, but weôre not done yet. We still have 

more work to do.ò  
 

The acquisition of this property preserves the rural 

landscape near Tillinghast Pond Management Area, TNCôs 

largest nature preserve in Rhode Island. Losing this tract to 

development would have meant the construction of two new 

homes within 800 feet of the main trailhead, changing the 

character of the preserve and diminishing the visitor 

experience. It also conserved the last unprotected tributary 

stream to Phillips Brook, which originates east of Tillinghast 

Pond and flows south toward the Wood River. An excellent 

hunting resource, Tillinghast Pond provides habitat for a 

wide variety of game wildlife including white-tailed deer and 

wild turkey.   
 

The property will be incorporated 

into Tillinghast Pond Management 
Continued on page 4 

 

YOU CAN HELP US COMBAT  T URTLE  POACHING ! 
Your passion for the outdoors brings you to some of the most important places for our native wildlife. You are advocates for the conservation of wildlife 

and the habitats upon which they depend. The native turtle species of the Northeast are facing a new threat ï poaching. Removing even individual turtles 

can have permanent consequences for populations already under tremendous pressure. It is against Rhode Island law to possess or remove any native 

amphibian or retile from the wild. Hereôs how you can help: 

W    : 

Å Individuals with bags poking around in 

fields, wetlands, or along streams, or 

flipping over logs and rocks.  

Å Unmarked traps set in wetlands. A trap set 

for research purposes will be clearly 

labeled.  

Å Cars parked near forested areas  

with collection equipment - like nets, 

containers, and pillowcases - visible inside.  

Å  Unattended backpacks or bags left in the 

woods, along a trail, or near roads. 

W        : 

Å  Maintain a safe distance and protect yourself.  

Å  Note your exact location, and call the 24-hr 

RIDEM Law Enforcement hotline (401-222-3070) 

when itôs safe to do so.  

Å  If you are safe, try to take photographs that can 

corroborate your report. For example, the license 

plate of a car, or the serial number on a turtle trap. 

W    : 

Å  Do not confront suspicious persons, or try to 

stop a crime yourself. Leave that to law-

enforcement professionals.  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also has an 

anonymous tip line: 1-844-FWS-TIPS (397-8477). 
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THE 2020-2021 FRESHWATER 
FISHING  REGULATION  GUIDE   

IS AVAILABLE  NOW 

Pick up a copy at bait & tackle or sporting shops around 

the state, at the RIDFW Great Swamp office, or online 

using your computer or mobile device. Stay informed of 

fishing season dates, changes to laws, improvements to 

fishing areas,  and much more.  

GET THE  REGULATIONS  GUIDE  ONLINE : 

WWW .EREGULATIONS.COM/ RHODEISLAND 

Area, which is owned by The Nature Conservancy and is managed in partnership 

with DEM and the Town of West Greenwich. Tillinghast Pond offers a 13-mile 

trail system, designed with guidance from the National Park Service and built 

with the help of dozens of volunteers, making it one of the most popular hiking 

areas in Rhode Island. The preserve also is actively managed to improve wildlife 

habitat. Under a 10-year forest stewardship plan, TNC hires Rhode Island loggers 

to create pockets of shrub and grassland habitat by removing areas of forest that 

have succumbed to invasive pests like gypsy moth caterpillars. These projects 

increase habitat diversity and are already benefitting hawks, bluebirds, and 

woodcocks.  
 

TNC purchased the property for $265,000. In exchange for a conservation 

easement over the property, DEM contributed $206,000 towards the purchase 

price, including $154,500 from the USFWS Wildlife Restoration Program and 

$51,500 from state Open Space Bonds. The balance of funding was provided by 

the West Greenwich Land Trust and The Nature Conservancy through a bequest 

made by a long-time member.  
 

Rhode Island's wealth of historic parks, bikeways, and green spaces provide 

for public enjoyment ï along with improving the health of the environment, 

strengthening the state's climate resilience, and supporting the economy. Since 

1985, over 10,000 acres of land have been protected. 
 

For more information about DEM divisions and programs, visit 

www.dem.ri.gov. Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

RhodeIslandDEM or on Twitter (@RhodeIslandDEM) for timely updates.  

T ILLINGHAST  WMA CONTINUED  FROM PAGE 3 

vw 



  

 
Spring 2020 v Volume 13 w  Issue 2                                      v Page 5 w           

 

GO FOR THE  GOLD 
Golden Rainbow Trout will be stocked at the Following 

Sites for Opening Day, April 11, 2020 

 

Qualify for a Golden Trout Pin! 

Carbuncle Pond, Coventry  

Frosty Hollow Pond,  Exeter *  

Lloyd Kenney Pond, Hopkinton*  

Meadow Brook Pond, Richmond  

Olney Pond - Lincoln Woods Park, Lincoln  

Peck Pond, Burrillville  

Shippee Saw Mill Pond, Foster  

Silver Spring Lake,  North Kingstown  

 Simmons Mill, Little Compton  

Willett Pond, East Providence  

 *Kids-Only Pond. Minors fourteen (14) years of age and younger, only 

 

Golden Trout Pin Contest Rules 
�x�� Catch a Golden Rainbow Trout between April 11ï April 29, 2020 

�x�� Upload your picture and email it to dem.fishri@dem.ri.gov  

�x�� Entries MUST include: name, complete mailing address, and pond where you caught the fish 

�x�� One pin per person. Photos submitted after April 29, 2020 will not be accepted.  

�x�� Anglers must adhere to all regulations.         

�x�� Donôt have your fishing license? You can purchase at DEM.RI.GOV/HUNTFISH  

For more information contact Kimberly Sullivan at 401-539-0037 


