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Public Input Workshop #1 – Online 

DRAFT – Summary Notes 

July 21, 2026, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Welcome & Opening Remarks – David McLaughlin (DEM) 

David McLaughlin opens the workshop by introducing himself. The public input workshop will cover the 
statewide implementation analysis for the beverage container plan. The first portion of the workshop will be a 
short presentation on foundational knowledge and current progress made by the vendor, Resource Recycling 
Systems (RRS). Following the presentation, attendees will be invited to share their input by using the raise 
hand signal. All input will be gathered and used in the effort to create the final report. The third meeting is to 
be scheduled, October 1st has been mentioned but has not been finalized. Preliminary results will be 
presented in October.  

Presentation of Work Plan – David McLaughlin (DEM) 

The commission has outlined three general program options in the final report including a Deposit Return 
System (DRS), an Extended Producer Responsibility Program (EPR), and a combination of both. It is 
mentioned that Rhode Island has an EPR for mattresses and paint. Each program is briefly summarized, the 
report goes into more detail. The Advisory Council is introduced. The goal was to include members from each 
county in Rhode Island (RI), to represent RI’s diverse geography. McLaughlin speaks on RRS’ expertise and 
relevant experience to exemplify their qualifications for the project. 

The primary project goal is to best Rhode Island decision makers during the next General Assembly session in 
2027. The overall process includes five components, including the Needs Assessment, Five Program Plans, 
Cost-Benefit analysis, and the Report of Findings and Recommendations. The fifth component is outreach; 
this is not listed. The Needs Assessment covers how recycling is currently handled in RI. The Five Program 
Plans will cover the “As Is” program, the proposed legislation, an EPR stand alone, a DRS stand alone, and 
the RRS suggestion. The Program Plan will consider six components, a summary of key elements, a SWOT 
analysis, system needs, a timetable and implementation schedule, an impact analysis, and a Cost-Benefit 
analysis. The Cost-Benefit analysis will be a translation of each program’s elements and evaluation metrics 
into USD and measurable environmental and social impacts. The final report, which is set to be finished by 
December 1st, will include an executive summary, background and objectives, methodology and study 
design, modeling results, key findings, and recommended paths forward.  

A brief update on the first round of progress to date (as of the first Advisory Council meeting) on the Needs 
Assessment is presented. Updates comprise an organization of data, the development of a materials list, 
determination of timeframe, and a collection of New England and Northeast regional data to supplement RI 
data. The final slide is a project timetable. The workshop is a part of the Outreach step. RRS is currently 
working on the Five Program Plans and is expected to finish in early August. RIDEM acknowledges the 
importance of public input on the final report. The final report will be provided by RIDEM to the Governor by 
December 1st of 2026.  

An Additional slide was provided including a barcode to leave a smart comment.  
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At 6:31 PM, David McLaughin welcomes anyone to share their input and asks for remarks to be under five 
minutes.  

Dylan de Thomas, 
Vice President of Public Policy and Government Affairs at The Recycling Partnership 

The Recycling Partnership has tracked the ongoing comprehensive EPR (defined as EPR plus DRS) versus 
DRS in Rhode Island for several years. They are part of CHPR (Coalition for High Performance Recycling), and 
active with advocacy and implementation in the seven states with EPR legislation. They are excited to see the 
results of the statewide implementation analysis and hopefully raise RI’s current residential recycling rate of 
28%. Dylan de Thomas has two quick comments. One to encourage RRS to explore the financial savings that 
CAA (Circular Action Alliance), the Producer Responsibility Organization (PRO) in Oregon (OR), are currently 
experiencing by sharing infrastructure on the bottle bill with the Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative 
(OBRC). OBRC has offered their depots as collections points for materials such as plastic, polyethylene, film, 
and HDPE 6 pack carriers. Thomas acknowledges that they provided written comments, and encourages 
direct contact between RRS and the PRO. In addition, the Recycling Partnership has also been tracking the 
National Association of Wholesaler Distributors lawsuit in OR. Thomas reports he feels quite strongly the 
outcome will result in minor changes to the legislation in OR but would not require a wholesale rollback for 
EPR packaging. RIDEM is encouraged to keep in mind the costs to implement these policies in RI and to 
maintain a positive mindset. Expressed gratitude, thank you. 

Mike Smaha, 
Vice President of State Government Relations for the Can Manufacturers Institute 

Trade association representing Can Manufacturers is also a part of the Coalition for High-Performance 
Recycling. The coalition will be submitting written comments later. We are a diverse coalition of 
manufacturers and policy experts with comprehensive knowledge of combined EPR and DRS and appreciate 
RI looking at this kind of program. They think there is a real opportunity to modernize a program by combining 
EPR and recycling refunds together and be a leader for the rest of the Country. Expect to see written 
comments later. Thank you  

Scott DeFife, 
President of the Glass Packaging Institute 

Echo Dylan and Mikes work. GPI also supports comprehensive EPR and DRS systems. Rhode Island has an 
opportunity to transform how glass is handled in RI from something that is largely landfilled today to 
something that is almost universally recyclable. Streams and supply chains are very present for non-
comingled material, so all this material would have a processing home and make it back into end markets. 
DeFife adds that a reusable/refillable program would need to be handled in a separate return system. In 
addition to Thomas and Smaha, DeFife is also a part of the coalition.  DeFife did welcome the opportunity for 
others to learn more about or ask him any questions about glass. McLaughlin expressed appreciation and 
indicated he would stay current with the material stream outside of the public meeting. Scott expressed 
appreciation. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM 

Notes prepared by Arden Amarelo (DEM) and David McLaughlin (DEM) 
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