RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF WATER RESOURCES
235 Promenade Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02908

FACT SHEET

General Permit
RHODE ISLAND POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM
STORMWATER DISCHARGE ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY
(July 2026)

BACKGROUND

The Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 402(p), establishes the framework to regulate stormwater under
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Regulations issued by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The NPDES Regulations require owners or operators of
construction activities disturbing greater than 1 acre [see 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14)(x) & 40 CFR
122.26(b)(15)(1)] which discharge stormwater directly to the waters of the United States, or indirectly through
a separate storm sewer system, via a point source conveyance to obtain a NPDES stormwater permit. As a
State that has been delegated by EPA to issue NPDES Regulations and Permits, Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management issued a state-wide general permit under the Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (RIPDES) Regulations to cover stormwater discharges from construction sites, which
disturb one or more acres of land. The 2025 General Permit, which was issued as an administrative interim
permit to address some immediate needs, expires September 26, 2026. General Permits are typically issued
for no more than five years and need to be re-issued to continue authorization and to allow new activities to
be covered.

CHANGES IN THIS PERMIT

At this time the Department is proposing to reissue the RIPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharge
Associated with Construction Activity (RIPDES Construction General Permit; CGP) effective for a full five-
year period to continue authorization of stormwater discharges from construction sites. When the most recent
interim 2025 CGP was issued, many substantive revisions were deferred until this 2026 CGP issuance. The
2025 interim permit only addressed critical updates to incorporate use of the new on-line Office of Water
Resources Permit Application Portal, and to clarify the circumstances under which coverage under the
RIPDES CGP remains valid, particularly when authorized as part of other permits issued from other Office
of Water Resources programs. and has proposed revisions aimed at that clarification.

The new 2026 CGP will address the previously deferred changes that are necessary to bring the RIPDES
CGP into better alignment with the requirements of the 2022 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System CGP, and subsequent 2025 revisions, implemented by the US Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). These changes primarily address clearer requirements in cases where construction site dewatering
practices are implemented. Turbidity monitoring requirements for dewatering discharges have been added.
The revised permit also acknowledges and addresses discharges that occur on State lands that may be
designated by EPA as “Lands of Exclusive Jurisdiction” (LEFJ), since EPA would become the permitting
authority on any such lands designated as LEF]J.
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Additionally, language has been added to the Authorizations section of the permit to provide further details
regarding obtaining authorization for modifications or amendments to authorized projects. In order to
streamline review of Notices of Termination (NOT), a requirement has been added with respect to providing
site photos demonstrating proper stabilization of a site as part of the documentation submitted with an NOT.

Further changes include further clarifications for what constitutes Qualified Personnel for purposes of
conducting required inspections to assess the effectiveness of soil erosion & sediment controls on site, and
for proper handling of recordkeeping. Finally, revisions have been made to describe how authorizations
issued under the permit may be transferred, as well as identifying circumstances where transfers are not
available.

SUMMARY OF PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

The requirements set forth in this permit are from the State’s Water Quality Regulations and the State’s
Regulations for the Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, both filed pursuant to RIGL
Chapter 46-12, as amended. The Office has determined that all permit limitations are consistent with the
Rhode Island Antidegradation policy. The final effluent limitations, permit conditions, monitoring and
reporting requirements may be found in the permit. The general and specific conditions of the permit are
based on the RIPDES regulations as well as 40 CFR Parts 122 through 125 and consist primarily of
management requirements common to all permits.

NEW OFFICE OF WATER RESOURCES PERMIT APPLICATION PORTAL

All new applications for coverage under the RIPDES CGP are submitted through the electronic on-line Office
of Water Resources Permit Application Portal. Information and guidance on the OWR Permit Application
Portal, including instructions on creating new User Profiles, User Guides, FAQs, and a link to the Portal are
all available on the DEM Web page at www.dem.ri.gov/owr-portal. In order to use the new Portal,
owner/applicants and their professionals will need to create User Accounts so that they can log-in to the Portal.
Once an account is created, new application forms are accessible to prepare and submit new applications.

AUTHORIZATION (Part I)

As with the former RIPDES CGP, if other permits are required through other programs, including a RIDEM
Freshwater Wetlands Permit, RIDEM Water Quality Certification, RIDEM UIC/Groundwater Discharge
Permit, CRMC Assent or QLP approval, an application to those programs will constitute a Notice of Intent
under the RIPDES CGP. Except for CRMC Assents or approvals through a QLP, these permit applications
are all available on the OWR Permit Application Portal and will all accommodate submittal for coverage
under the RIPDES CGP. No additional separate application form is required.

For construction activities required to apply (see Part I.D of the Permit) solely for coverage under the RIPDES
CGP, where no other permits as described above are required, the owner/applicant, either themselves or
through a Professional, must use the OWR Permit Application Portal on their User Login account fill out and
submit a “RIPDES CGP / UIC Stormwater Application” (which will accommodate proposals with or without
stormwater treatment systems requiring a Stormwater Registration under the UIC/Groundwater Discharge
Rules). This electronic form replaces the formerly used Application for Stormwater Construction Permit
and Water Quality Certification. To terminate coverage under this Permit at the end of a project, an owner
and/or operator must submit a completed standardized Notice of Termination (NOT) form in accordance with
Part LE of the permit. This NOT also must be completed and submitted electronically through the OWR
Portal.

Construction Activities previously authorized under the 2020 or 2025 Construction Activity General Permit
that are expected to continue beyond the expiration date of the 2025 permit are not required to submit an
Application and will be authorized upon the effective date of the permit. Owners and Operators are responsible
for ensuring such continuing authorized construction activities comply fully with any new requirements
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related to dewatering and turbidity monitoring requirements, and updating Soil Erosion & Sediment Control
Plans accordingly.

For construction activities that commence after the effective date of this Permit and are required to Apply (see
Part I.D of the Permit), the Application must be submitted at least thirty (30) days prior to the commencement
of land disturbing activities. Authorization will be granted in accordance with Part [.D.3. Authorizations for
modifications or amendments to authorized projects will be considered in accordance with Part 1.D.4.

PERMIT LIMITS AND CONDITIONS (Part II)

Consistent with the 2020 and 2025 RIPDES CGP, for construction activities which disturb five (5) or more
acres of land, a Stormwater Management Plan consistent with the Rhode Island Stormwater Design and
Installation Standards Manual (RISDISM) must be developed for each construction project seeking coverage
under this permit and provide an outline of the three (3) elements of a Stormwater Management Plan: 1)
Stormwater Site Planning, Analysis, and Design, 2) Soil Erosion, Runoff, and Sediment Control, and 3) Post
Construction Operation and Maintenance. These elements may be required by RIDEM at any time for projects
that disturb an acre or more, but less than five (5) acres of land.

Activities that discharge to impaired waters identified in the latest State of Rhode Island 303(d) List of
Impaired Waters must address the RISDISM Stormwater Management Standards applicable to new and
redevelopment and the pollutant(s) of concern. If the site will discharge into any water for which there is
an EPA approved or established Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) or other water quality determination,
the Stormwater Management Plan must incorporate measures or controls that are consistent with the
assumptions and requirements of the TMDL.

SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL (SESC) PLAN REQUIREMENTS (Part III)

The Soil Erosion and Sediment Control (SESC) Plan shall describe and ensure the implementation of
stormwater control measures which are to be used to reduce or eliminate pollutants in stormwater discharge(s)
from the site and assure compliance with the terms and conditions of this permit. Control practice selection
shall include an evaluation of the effectiveness of available practices and be made with proper references.

Soil erosion, runoff, sediment, dewatering and pollution prevention control measures must be designed,
implemented, and maintained in accordance with the requirements of this permit and in accordance with the
design specifications and guidance contained in the Rhode Island Soil Erosion and Sediment Control
(RISESC) Handbook (as amended) and the Rhode Island Stormwater Design and Installation Standards
Manual(RISDISM) (as amended).

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS (Part IV)

The Application Requirements in Part IV of the Construction General Permit reflect information collected
on the new electronic application forms, including certification statements; elimination of information
moved to the Appendix A checklist (where applicable); and the addition of Permit Applicability section.

COMMENT PERIOD, HEARING REQUESTS, AND PROCEDURES FOR FINAL DECISIONS

All persons, including applicants, who believe any condition of the draft permit is inappropriate must raise
all issues and submit all available arguments and all supporting material for their arguments in full by the
close of the public comment period no later than 4:00 pm on August 17, 2026, to the Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management, Office of Water Resources, 235 Promenade Street,
Providence, Rhode Island, 02908-5767. Commenters may request a longer comment period if necessary to
provide a reasonable opportunity to comply with these requirements. Comments should be directed to Rhode
Island Department of Environmental Management, Office of Water Resources, attn: Charles Horbert, Deputy
Administrator, 235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908-5767. In reaching a final decision on the draft
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permit the Director will respond to all significant comments and make these responses available to the
public at DEM’s Providence Office.

Pursuant to Chapter 42-17.4 of the Rhode Island General Laws a public hearing has been scheduled to
consider these permits if requested. Requests for a Public Hearing must be submitted in writing to the
attention of Charles Horbert at the address indicated above. Notice should be taken that if DEM receives a
request from twenty-five (25) people, a governmental agency or subdivision, or an association having no
less than twenty-five (25) members on or before 4:00 p.m., August 3, 2026 a public hearing will be held at
the following time and place:

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
Room 280
235 Promenade Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02908

Interested persons should contact DEM to confirm if a hearing will be held at the time and location noted
above. Following the close of the comment period, and after a public hearing, if such hearing is held, the
Director will issue a final permit decision and forward a copy of the final decision to each person who has
submitted written comments or requested notice. Within thirty (30) days following the notice of the final
permit decision any interested person may submit a request for a formal hearing to reconsider or contest
the final decision. Requests for formal hearings must satisfy the requirements of 250-RICR-150-10-1.50 of
the Regulations for the Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.

DEM CONTACTS

Additional information concerning the General Permit may be obtained by contacting Charles Horbert via
email at chuck.horbert@dem.ri.gov or by telephone at (401) 537-4239, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, or by writing to the Office at:

RI Department of Environmental Management
Office of Water Resources
235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908

Date Charles A. Horbert, Deputy Administrator
Groundwater and Wetland Protection
Office of Water Resources
Department of Environmental Management
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