RIDEM Division of Forest Environment

Forest Health Program
2025 in review

The RI Forest Health Program aims to protect the health, vigor,

and resiliency of our rural and urban forests by monitoring our

forests for insects, diseases, and harm from abiotic factors such
as pollution, fire, drought, ice storms, or damaging winds.

HIGHLIGHTS

Winter moth biocontrol - Rl FHP delivered 800 winter moth parasitoids
(Cyzenis albicans) to a site in Foster, RI, launching an effort to revamp winter
moth biocontrol in the state. This effort was supported by the University of
Massachusetts, Maine Forest Service, and Northeastern Forest Fire
Protection Compact. Collection and redistribution work will continue in 2026.

Southern pine beetle management — Rl FHP, Rl State Lands, and the
Narragansett Bay Research Reserve (NBNERR) teamed up to respond to a
small spot outbreak of southern pine beetle on Prudence Island.
Suppression of beetle infested trees and preventative management through
thinning and forest stand improvement began in 2025 and will continue ! Ry SHisuee
through 2026. This effort is supported by the Rl Green Bond for Forest Pitch tubes (called popcorning), caused by

Health management. southern pine beetle attacks on.a pltch pine.
R 4 5 R SRR o

Staff Highlights Insects and Diseases
The Rl FHP welcomed two new staff into Southern Pine Beetle (SPB)

the program in 2025.

Donna Coutu, Rl Forest Health Program SPB numbers in monitoring traps continue to rise in

Technician contractor with Rl Natural 2025, with a large accumulation of beetles occurring

History Survey, joined the crew in January =79 " towards late summer and fall. A small spot outbreak

2025. Donna manages the field trapping A I was detected on Prudence Island, with several
mainland sites also rating high risk for potential SPB mass attack.

operations and sample screening.
Jordan Hillyard, Rl Forest Health Biologist

and GIS specialist, joined the crew in April Winter moth ,
2025. Jordan manages our datasets and 2025 marks year four of a winter moth resurgence, With "'»%y
assists with division-wide GIS needs. significantly more defoliation documented this year Car’

than previous (6,700 ac. in 2024; 18,200 ac. in 2025). ey
The areas of greatest concern continues to be western
Providence and Kent Counties, and eastern Newport County.

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA)

Release of the HWA predator, Laricobius nigrinus
continued at 1 site in 2025. Recoveries of L. nigrinus
were obtained from both previous release sites :
in Glocester and Exeter, Rl. This documents the
first recoveries of L. nigrinus beetles in Rl and
suggests early-stage establishment.
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Contact info:

L

Alana Russell, Forest Health Coordinator Division of Forest Environment
Alana.Russell@dem.ri.gov 260 Arcadia Road, Rl 02832
401.539.2356 x1 dem.ri.gov/programs/forestry/forest-health/index.php a




