
 

 
Contact info: 

Pat MacMeekin, Forest Fire Program Coordinator Division of Forest Environment 

patrick.macmeekin@dem.ri.gov  260 Arcadia Road,  

 Hope Valley, RI 02823 

   
 
 
 
  

For more information about the Fire Program: 

Rhode Island Fire Program webpages 

Wildland Fire Control on Facebook 

State Fire Capacity 

The RI Forest Fire Program is a 
federally funded program through the US 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service 
(USFS) and administered by RIDEM’s 
Division of Forest Environment.  
 

Funds for State Fire Capacity (SFC) and 
Volunteer Fire Capacity (VFC) allow RI to 
address critical fire management needs 
and to develop capabilities as described 
within the National Cohesive Wildland 
Fire Management Strategy, restoring and 
maintaining resilient landscapes, fire-
adapted communities, and safe and 
effective wildfire response. 
 

• Provide financial support for 
prevention, control, suppression, and 
prescribed use of fires. 

• Help conduct preparedness activities, 
including training, equipping, and 
otherwise enabling State and local 
firefighting agencies to respond to 
requests for fire suppression 
assistance. 

• Promotes mobilization readiness for 
efficient suppression of wildfires on 
all State and private lands to help 
maintain resilient forests. 

• Promote working relationships and 
service excellence. 

 

Accomplishments in 2025 
 

1 NWCG class, 25 attendees; Basic Wildland Firefighter 
Training suite, hosted 8 fire department trainings. 

 

Firewise program worked with 2 communities and 
conducted outreach to raise awareness. 

 

Initiated 10 new taskbooks for wildland fire staff 
  

Maintained and upgraded fire equipment, purchased    
165 lengths of wildland fire hose to loan to local fire 
departments.  

 

• 67 fires totaling 

66.73 acres  

• Average burn size:  

0.99 acres 

• Largest fire: 6 acres 

• 13 residences  

threatened; 

2 damaged 

• 4 outbuildings  

threatened 

1 damaged 

• 12 prescribed  

burns conducted 

on 97.55 acres  

• 0 injuries requiring 

transport 
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