RHODE ISLAND
S?b DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

o 235 Promenade Street, Room 425
Providence, Rhode Island 02908

October 29, 2025

The Honorable K. Joseph Shekarchi
Speaker of the House of Representatives
82 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Speaker Shakarchi,

I am writing to provide an update on the status of the report required by R.I. Gen. Laws Chapter
23-19.19. That law directs the Department of Environmental Management (DEM), Rhode Island
Resource Recovery Corporation (RIRRC), and Department of Administration (DOA) to
commission a “statewide needs assessment” with specific deadlines of October 29, 2025, to
procure an independent third-party consultant, an interim status report no later than April 1,
2026, and a final report no later than December 1, 2026.

DEM, in consultation with the other agencies, has taken the lead in preparing a Request for
Proposals (RFP) to procure a consultant to assist with the completion of the report and we
anticipate that it will be issued in the next 45 days. The issuance of the RFP and procurement of
a consultant has been delayed by several factors including ongoing work on multiple climate
change related reports, ongoing federal level disruptions, and routine responsibilities such as
preparing the department’s budget submission. At this time, we anticipate meeting the interim
status report and final report deadlines despite the delay procuring a consultant.

Sincerely,

Ciw Ef?
Terrence Gray, P.E.

Director

cc: Nicole McCarty, Esq., Chief Legal Counsel to the Speaker of the House
Lynne Urbani, House Policy Director
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