
§ 23-19.19-3. Rhode Island redemption and recycling advisory council. 

(a) DEM shall convene a Rhode Island redemption and recycling advisory council to provide 
guidance, review preliminary findings, and make recommendations throughout the 
assessment process. 

(b) The advisory council shall include, but not be limited to: 

(1) One representative from each of the five (5) counties of the State of Rhode Island, 
including Bristol County, Kent County, Newport County, Providence County, and 
Washington County from the public works department or with waste management 
authority; 

(2) One representative from a Rhode Island-based packaging or consumer goods producer; 

(3) One representative from a materials recovery facility operating in Rhode Island; 

(4) One representative from a composting or organics processing facility; 

(5) One representative from a Rhode Island reuse or refill systems operator; and 

(6) One academic or scientific expert on waste systems, environmental health, or circular 
economy. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 2025, ch. 355, § 1, effective June 30, 2025; P.L. 2025, ch. 356, § 1, effective June 30, 
2025. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Council Members 
 
 

Description Contact Information 

Chair Terrence Gray, P.E. 
Director 
State of Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental 
Management 
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, RI 02908 
 

Terry.Gray@dem.ri.gov 
401-537-4137 

County Representative - 
Bristol 

Chris Parella 
Director of Public Works 
10 Court Street 
Bristol, RI 02809 
Small – General fund and fees 
 

cparella@bristolri.gov 
401-253-4100 

County Representative – 
Kent 

Kevin McGee 
Public Works Director 
1670 Flat River Road 
Coventry, RI 02816 
Medium – General fund w/tr 
 

kmcgee@coventryri.gov 
401-822-9183 
 

County Representative – 
Newport 

Will Cronin 
Recycling Coordinator 
Town of Middletown 
350 East Main Road 
Middletown, RI 02842 
Pure PAYT 
 

wcronin@middletownri.com 
401-842-6519 

County Representative – 
Providence 

Kevin Proft 
Deputy Director of Sustainability 
City of Providence 
25 Dorrance Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
General Fund – Large 
 

Kproft@providenceri.gov 
401-680-5476 
 

County Representative – 
Washington 

Rich Bourbonnais P.E. 
Public Services Director 
South Kingstown 
Transfer station/ independent 
curbside collection (Enterprise fund) 
 

rbourbonnais@southkingstownri.gov 
401-789-9331 x2250 

RI Packaging or Consumer 
goods Producer 

Bree Dietly  
President 
Breezeway Consulting LLC 
81 Yorktown Street 
Somerville, MA 02144 
 

Bree@BreezewayC.com 
508-932-8255 

RI Packaging or Consumer 
goods Producer 

Elizabeth Donohue 
Vice President of government affairs 
for Primo Brands 
Board co-chair for the Coalition for 
High Performance Recycling 
900 Long Ridge Road, building 2 
Stamford, CT 06902 
 

lizdonohue@gmail.com 
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Material Recovery Facility 
Operator 

Jared Rhodes 
Director of Policy and Programs 
Rhode Island Resource Recovery 
Corporation 
34 Shun Pike 
Johnston, RI 02919 
 

jrhodes@rirrc.org 
401-942-1430 
 

Composting Organics 
Processing Facility 

Leo Pollock 
Co-Founder and Managing Partner 
Remix Organics 
PO BOX 9378 
Providence, RI 02940 
 

leo@remixorganics.com 
844-741-4653 
 

RI Reuse or Refill System 
Operator 
 

Nils Weldy 
Executive Director 
Rhode Island Brewers Guild 
PO Box 6215 
Warwick, RI 02887 
 

nils@ribrewersguild.org 
401-447-2497 
 

Academic or Scientific 
Expert on waste systems, 
environmental health, or 
circular economy 
 

James Murphy 
Assistant Director of Facilities & 
Ops/Sustainability & Logistics 
Rhode Island College 
600 Mount Pleasant Avenue 
Providence, RI 02908 
 

jmurphy2@ric.edu 
401-456-8799 

Academic or Scientific 
Expert on waste systems, 
environmental health, or 
circular economy 
 

Emily M. Howe 
State Director in Rhode Island 
Clean Water Action 
166 Valley St. 6M Suite 103 
Providence, RI 02909 
 

ehowe@cleanwater.org 
Office: 401-331-6972 
Cell: 401-556-3871 
 
 

Academic or Scientific 
Expert on waste systems, 
environmental health, or 
circular economy 
 

Jed Thorp 
Director of Advocacy 
Save The Bay 
100 Save the Bay Drive 
Providence, RI 02905 
 

jthorp@savebay.org 
401-272-3540 x104 (o) 
401-345-2659 (c) 
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