REVITALIZATION

-l'T-. i
A o . -

Environmental Protection Supporting
Livable Communities, and a
Sustainable Future!



Over $2.5 M in Brownfields Grants Awarded for Local Projects

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM) has awarded $2.71 million in grants through the Brownfields
Remediation and Economic Development Fund to aid in the cleanup and redevelopment of contaminated sites throughout the
state. Funding will support ten projects across four cities and towns, made possible by the voter-approved 2022 and 2024 Green
Bonds, along with unspent funds from previous grant cycles. Notably, nine of the ten projects are located in Environmental
Justice (EJ) focus areas and are projected to generate 682 construction jobs and 453 permanent positions. Together, these
projects are expected to leverage $130 million in additional investment and advance smart growth by transforming underused
land. In addition to reducing environmental and public health risks, the redevelopments will create jobs, boost small businesses,

and help revitalize local communities

The ribbon cutting ceremony for the cleaned up and renovated Pierce Park in
Central Falls. Supported by a $380,393 Brownfield Bond Grant award, this
project allowed the park to be reopened in 2024 for use by youth leagues,

families, and the local community. Credit: City of Central Falls

"Rhode Island continues to make progress cleaning
up contaminated industrial sites and converting
them into prime real estate, helping ensure a cleaner
future for our communities and environment," said
Governor Dan McKee. “These grant awards will help
continue our momentum in redeveloping these
sites.”

“Brownfields grants can have a transformative effect
on our communities, underscoring the power of the
green bonds that finance them,” said DEM Director
Terry Gray. “These investments in the cleanup of
sites across the state have helped build new
schools, businesses, affordable housing, and green
energy projects.”
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Project Summaries

Project: Main Street Plaza

Address: Main Street, Pawtucket

Grant: $290,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: The City of Pawtucket will redevelop this vacant plaza to encourage pedestrian access and economic
development.

Project: Nexus Holdings

Address: 49 North Union Street, Pawtucket

Grant: $265,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: Nexus Holdings will revitalize the mostly vacant and deteriorated mill building within the Downtown Pawtucket
Historic District into a mixed-use complex with 23 loft-style residential apartments and a commercial revitalization initiative.

Project: Dexter Street Commons l|

Address: 71 Dexter Street, Pawtucket

Grant: $300,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: This project, located near the Pawtucket/Central Falls Commuter Rail Station, will result in a 160,400 sq. ft., six-
story building that includes ground level retail space, 150 residential units, and 85 parking spaces.

Project: Atlantic Mills

Address: 120 Manton Avenue, Providence

Grant: $200,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: Redevelopment plans for this historic mill building in Providence will maintain current uses, provide affordable

commercial space for small businesses, artists, and the popular flea market.
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Project: 413 Roosevelt Ave

Address: 413 Roosevelt Ave, Central Falls

Grant: $150,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: The project will rehabilitate a blighted, vacant mill building converting it into 500 self-storage units.

Project: Paddock Project

Address: 651 Narragansett Park Drive, Pawtucket

Grant: $400,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: A vacant lot will be developed into eight buildings of mixed units to create a community for adults with disabilities,
veterans, seniors, and provide housing for low to moderate income ranges.

Project: Broad Street Homes

Address: 509 Broad Street, Central Falls

Grant: $100,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: One Neighborhood Builders will renovate the former Central Falls Police Station into 17 affordable housing apartments,
including three handicap accessible units.

Project: Jorge Alvarez H.S. / Gorham Textron

Address: 375 Adelaide Avenue, Providence

Grant: $400,000 remediation/redevelopment

Description: Jorge Alvarez High School is located on the historic Gorham/Textron Site and serves a diverse community. The high
school is equipped with an active sub-slab depressurization system and an air monitoring program, which recently indicated that
system upgrades and a protective soil vapor extraction system along the eastern property line will ensure that offsite disturbances
don’t impact the high school’s air quality. Brownfield grant funding will alleviate some of this cost, saving taxpayers money and
minimizing impacts to PPSD’s budget while continuing to ensure that the indoor air at the school is safe for the students, staff, and

community that uses the building. bg. 4



Project:
Address:
Grant:

Description:

Potter Hill Mill
198 Potter Hill Road, Westerly
$300,000 remediation/redevelopment

Recreational, ecological, and historical restoration work of the former three-story textile mill, accessory

buildings and additional structures will create open space and passive recreational amenities, including a boat launch, kayak

rack, and picnic tables which will provide recreational improvements for public access and improve Pawcatuck River

connectivity which will also benefit passive boaters navigating the lower part of the river.

Project:
Address:
Grant:

Description: The redevelopment of Jenks Park will provide a playground for families, spaces for active and passive

Jenks Park
602 Broad Street, Central Falls
$300,000 remediation/redevelopment

recreation, and an amphitheater space where the community can gather for events, concerts, farmers market, food trucks,

and more.

For more information on these projects, please visit: https://dem.ri.gov/press-releases/271m-brownfields-grant-awards
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What Happens to Solid Waste from Now Until 20467

By: Mark Dennen

This month, the Department held an in-person meeting (9/24/25), a virtual workshop (10/1/25), and listening sessions on the State Solid Waste
Management Plan. These covered strategies for the next 20 years. Among the strategies discussed were:

. Creating a Phase 7 vertical expansion of RIRRC Landfill

o Making RIRRC landfill limited to taking municipal solid waste

o Increasing pay as you throw programs

o Ramped up resources for education and enforcement of recycling and food waste diversions at state and local levels.
o Expanding Extended Producer Responsibility for more types of waste.

o Upgrading/modernizing the RIRRC Municipal Recycling Facility at RIRRC.

For more information and to provide your input, go to https://planning.ri.gov/planning-areas/land-use-and-natural-resources/solid-waste
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aterials Management Program was well represente

LRSMM Staff- d Wlnnlng Team° at the 36th_Angnual Intern%_tiqnal United States Kuo
Shu Federation Championship in Bethesda, Maryland.

Yan Li, the Principal Engineer in
charge of hazardous and medical

Mark Dennen, the Program's Supervisor, won

waste facilit.ies, won a silver medal in first place in both Men's Short Stick Fighting and
Women's Tai Chi Weapons Forms_ and_ Men's Staff Fighting. Mark is an instructor of Kung
took fourth place in Women's Tai Chi Fu and Krav Maga at EP Martial Arts in East

Empty-Hand Form. Yan has been
practicing Kung Fu since childhood

: and was the Chinese National
Pictured L to R: Mark Dennen and Yan Li Collegiate Champion. She has over

Providence and has studied a diverse range of
martial arts for 40 years.

three decades of experience teaching
Tai Chi, making this her first
competition since college. Pg.7



Bristol VFW Looks to the Future with Site

Cleanup and Memorial Garden Plans
By: Rachel Simpson

The Bristol VFW, located at 850 Hope Street, in
Bristol, Rhode Island, has been used as the VFW
Hall since 1963. In June of 2024, a heating oil
underground storage tank (UST) was removed from
the site and leaked. Since then, RIDEM's LUST
Program has been working with the owner to
remediate soil and/or groundwater from the leaking
UST. Beginning on September 8, Netwon B.
Washburn and Verdantas, hired by RIDEM with
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding have
been on-site to excavate remaining petroleum-
impacted soils resulting from the leaking UST.
Beginning September 15, Verdantas was installing
borings and groundwater monitoring wells to
determine if the excavation removed all petroleum-
impacted soils and/or if petroleum entered
groundwater. Results are expected October 2025.
It is the intention of the VFW to remain used as the
VFW. However, they are looking to add a flower
garden and Veterans Memorial as part of
remediating this Site.
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What:

Where:

When:

What:

Where:

When:

What:

Where:

When:

E-Waste

Four Corners Community Chapel
200 Angell Rd, Cumberland
Saturday, 10/11/25 from 9a-12p

Eco-Depot

Easton’s Beach

175 memorial Blvd, Newport
Saturday, 10/18/25 from 8a-12p
Appointments required for this event

E-Waste

Burrillville DPW

200 Clear River Dr, Oakland
Saturday, 10/18/25 from 9a-12p
Appointments required for this event

To view additional dates, please visit the Rhode

Island Resource Recovery site.

https://rirrc.org/announcements/events
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Summer Intern
Appreciation Day
at LRSMM!

In late August, the Office of LRSMM celebrated
all student interns who helped make the office
a success this past Summer. Thank you for all
the help and best of luck in school this
upcoming year!
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Theo Carmen

Hi! My name is Theo Carmen, a
Clerical/Technical Support Intern
in the Office of LRSMM. | recently
moved to Rhode Island from
Denton, Texas. I'm halfway
through working on a master's
degree in Library Science and
aim to work as an Archivist after
graduating. I previously
completed a bachelor's in
Graphic Design. When | can find
the time, | play RPG games, draw,
and watch fantasy films.

Gretchen Lange

Hi! My name is Gretchen Lange, a
Clerical/Technical Support Intern in the Office
of LRSMM. | am returning to the workforce after
spending the last year as a stay-at-home mom
to my 2 children- Xavier, 8 and Talia, 2. Prior to
becoming a mom, | worked with the State of RI
as an Eligibility Technician and a Senior Clerk
with the Department of Human Services. | am
looking forward to being back in the workforce
and going back to school to complete my
Psychology degree at RIC. | played DIl
Women’s Ice Hockey at Nichols College and
love to ice skate and play soccer in my free
time.

Once | was busy, but now I’m still,
Factories left me with soil that can Kkill.
But with care and cleanup,
new life can begin,

A park or a business
where people walk in.

What am I?
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These  buried  structures are
commonly used to store petroleum
products like gasoline or heating oil.
When they leak, they can
contaminate soil and groundwater,
requiring environmental cleanup.

What are these structures called?

Answers on last page
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OSCAR the Mascot

By: Lisa Brice

-

Stting a Leaking Underground Storage Tank (UST)

- A, o T

Underground storage tanks .(USTst are used across industries to safely store fuel, oil, and other
substances. But when a UST begins to leak, the impacts can be costly—for both the environment and the
property owner.

“Even a pin-sized hole can leak up to 400 gallons of fuel per year.”

Why It Matters
Leaks can contaminate soil, groundwater, and nearby vegetation. Cleanup costs add up quickly, and
delays can increase the risk to public health.

Warning Signs
Unusual odors - Strong smells of gasoline, diesel, or chemicals near the tank or vents.
Fuel loss — Sudden or unexplained drops in inventory.
Groundwater changes — Discolored water, strange taste, oil slicks, or dying plants near the tank.

Prevention Tip
Regular monitoring, inventory checks, and well-water testing are key to catching leaks early—before they
grow into major problems.
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<@ Environmental Safety Tip — Fall Edition

As the seasons change, so do environmental risks around storage
tanks, facilities, and outdoor sites. Cooler weather and falling leaves
can create hidden hazards.

Tip: Keep Storm Drains and Spill Areas Clear

Fallen leaves, branches, and debris can block storm drains and spill
containment areas. When rain mixes with these blockages, it can
carry pollutants like fuel, oil, or chemicals into soil and groundwater.

What to Do:

*Regularly clear leaves and debris from storm drains, UST access
points, and spill pads.

*Check secondary containment areas after heavy rain.

*Ensure spill kits are stocked and accessible in case of an
emergency.

Why It Matters: Small maintenance steps in the fall can prevent
costly cleanups and protect local waterways all season long.

* To submit questions or article ideas for future Revitalization Rhode |

I issues, please email us at Filomena.dasilva@dem.ri.gov *

DIY Holiday Craft:

Up-cycled Jar Lanterns

By: Lisa Brice

Give old jars a second life this holiday season!
Instead of buying new décor, save glass jars from
sauces or candles and turn them into festive
lanterns. Simply clean the jar, remove the label,
and decorate with scraps of fabric, ribbon, or
twine you already have on hand. Add a tea light (or
even better, a reusable LED candle) and you’ve
got a warm, eco-friendly glow for your table or
windowsill. "

RIDDLE - A Brownfield / TRIVIA - Underground Storage Tanks (USTs)
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