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LRSMM ATTENDS THE RHODE ISLAND NATIONAL GUARD'S STEAM
EXPLORATION OPEN HOUSE

By: Liam Ridge

In April 2026, several engineers and scientists from RIDEM’s Office of Land
Revitalization &  Sustainable Materials Management’s (LRSMM)
Underground Storage Tank (UST) Program attended the Rhode
Island National Guard’s STEAM Exploration Open House at the Quonset
National Guard Base in North Kingstown. This event gave hundreds of
local high school students a hands-on opportunity to learn about STEAM
fields and network with a variety of different vendors. Along with DEM,
other vendors at this event included multiple programs from the University
of Rhode Island, Electric Boat, Boston Dynamics, and many more!

Pictured on this page are LRSMM staff: Liam Ridge, Jillian Thompson, and Michael Cote




Pictured above are Kirsten
Nunn (L) and Rebecca

Schultz (R) with a furry w
friend that couldn’t stay
away.

NEWM&A

PFAS Sampling for 2026 is Underway

By: Kirsten Nunn

The LRSMM Emerging Contaminants for Small and Disadvantaged Communities (ECSDC) Grant Program is
kicking off the 2026 sampling for PFAS in private wells. Starting in May, LRSMM has 26 Rl communities
scheduled for sampling through October. Over 850 private well owners will receive letters from LRSMM
requesting a drinking water sample to be tested for PFAS. Staff members, Kirsten Nunn, Nick Noons, and
Emily Buchanan, will be managing the sites with sampling assistance from the five LRSMM seasonal interns.

If a sample results in PFAS over the RIDOH MCL of 20ppt for the sum of PFOA, PFOA, PFHxS, PFHpA, PFNA,
and PFDA (PFAS6), the ECSDC Program will provide treatment to the private well at no cost to the homeowner.
At this time, LRSMM is also beginning treatment installation process for the 2025 ECSDC communities.
LRSMM is working with EA Engineering to install point-of-use or point-of-entry treatment systems to provide
safe potable water. Over 50 homes, from 2025, qualify for treatment and will have systems installed in the
coming months. Once installation is complete, homeowners will receive an operation and maintenance
(O&M) manual for their specific system and will then take over the O&M associated costs.
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Brownfields Summit 2026



https://brownfields2026.vfairs.com/

Biololots’cics Panel Discussion i
. N
m‘ S to be Held at URI @ﬁo

.g;;:-‘-'% By: Alyson Brunelli WHAT ARE BIOPLASTICS?
00006000680

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) and the University of Rhode Island (URI)
teamed up to convene a stakeholder group of bioplastic experts, including bioplastic manufacturers and operators of
waste-processing facilities such as MRFs, composting facilities, and anaerobic digesters. Work products will include a
detailed scientific report covering all gathered information on the topic, along with one- to two-page documents that are
heavily illustrated and focused on bioplastics across different sectors, including the coveted ‘Bioplastics 101’!

The next meeting will be held in person at URI on Thursday, July 9th, with a panel of experts ready to present on
various aspects of bioplastics. The floor will then be open for questions. Please write to Alyson.brunelli@dem.ri.gov in
June for more information (time and exact location TBD).

2026 ASTSWMO Superfund & Brownfields Symposium
August 4% - August 6t in Chattanooga, TN
More Info coming soon Here Pg4
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RIDEM’S MISSION

MONTH 2026 -

LRSMM Edition =

—  LRSMM staff learn about
i water sampling, visit an old
brownfield site, Gotham
Greens, and proudly
| display their DEM gear
= during RIDEM’s Mission
E Month in April




RIDEM held its latest Mission Month in April where employees signed up for
Earth Day clean-ups, water sampling trips on the Narragansett Bay, and
visits to old brownfield sites turned useful. Lots of learning was had as well
as lasting memories. Kudos to all!

Pg 6
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a1 LRSMW’s Newest Hires-
m (sowme are hovorary!) @

Hello! My name is Maura Potter and | am the new
Seasonal Clerical Support Intern for LRSMM. |
recently graduated from Quinnipiac University with a
double major in political science and environmental
studies, and a minor in history. | was apart of the QU
Students for Social Justice and a global engagement
fellow at the Albert Schwitzer Institute. | love to play
tennis and hike. My favorite mountains are Mt. Hood
in Oregon and the Sleeping Giant in Connecticut. |
am so excited to work for the RIDEM.

LRSMM'’s Jessica Carney-
Almeida welcomed a
beautiful baby boy,
Teddy, on April 4t -
LRSMM'’s latest Honorary
Member! Mom, Dad, and
older sister, Daphne, are
all doing great! What a
cutie pie!

Hi! I’'m Abby Grove and | am one of the Technical/Clerical Support Interns. | grew up in
New Jersey and went to college at Roger Williams University. At RWU | double majored in
Marine Biology/Aquaculture and Aquarium Sciences and minored in Visual Arts. After
graduation | moved to Hawaii to work at an aquaculture facility for 2 years. However, |
couldn’t stay away from the east coast for too long so I’m back in Rhode Island and I’'m
eager to see what this adventure has in store for me! In my free time | like to hike,
fish, travel, and create art. I’'m excited to be a part of LRSMM and can’t wait to meet
everyone! Pg 7
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> SUPERFUND IN <
RHODE ISLAND

TRIVIA: TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE! =

Superfund helps clean up some of the most
contaminated places so Rhode Island communities
can be safer, healthier, and ready for the future!
By: Lisa Brice

Which Superfund site in Rl was
once used for chemical waste
disposal and is one of our state’s
most well-known cleanup efforts?

How many
Superfund sites
are on the
National Priorities
List (NPL) in RI?

Davis Liquid Waste Superfund Site
Gorham Manufacturing Company
Washington Park

Davis Liquid Waste Superfund Site

Answers on Pg. 10 Management

What is the goal of Superfund
cleanupsin RI?

To build new factories

To restore the environment and
protect public health

To increase taxes

To remove all buildings
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/- How to have an Eco-Friendly Summer Picnic in Rhode Island

. By: Lisa Brice
Summer in Rhode Island means beach days, park picnics, and time outdoors with family and friends. o0
Whether you're visiting Roger Williams Park or relaxing at Narragansett Town Beach, a few simple 7

choices can help keep our natural spaces clean and protected.

Pack smart: Bring reusable containers, utensils, and water bottles instead of single-use items.
Shop local: Choose seasonal produce from local farms to reduce environmental impact.

Skip plastic: Avoid disposable bottles and packaging-especially near the coast.

Plan ahead: Bring bags for trash and recycling, since not all locations have both.

Respect nature: Stay in designated areas to protect plants and wildlife.

Leave no trace: Always clean up your space before you go.

v
v
v
v
v
v

SAY NO
TO PLASTIC

Improperly disposed waste in Rhode Island can contribute to soil and groundwater
contamination, sometimes leading to sites being classified as brownfields. Cleanup and
redevelopment efforts—supported by the Rhode Island Department of Environmental
Management—help turn these areas into safe, usable spaces for communities.

oo

Keeping Rhode Island clean is a shared effort.
A little preparation goes a long way in protecting the places we all enjoy.

Pg9




EVENTS

What:

Where:

When:

What:

Where:

When:

What:

Where:

When:

E-Waste

Four Corners Community Chapel
200 Angell Rd, Cumberland
Saturday, 5/30/26 from 9a-12p

Shredding

Robert Rock Senior Center

601 Waterman Ave, East Providence
Friday, 6/5/26 from 9a-12p

Eco-Depot

Civic Center

100 Factory St, West Warwick
Saturday, 6/6/26 from 8a-12p

G —

What: E-Waste
Where: Quonset Development Corporation
95 Cripe St, North Kingstown
When: Thursday, 5/28/26 from 8a-11a
What: Eco-Depot
Where: Department of Public Works
200 Clear River Drive, Burrillville
When: Saturday, 5/30/26 from 8a-12p
What: E-Waste
Where: North Kingstown Library
100 Boone St, North Kingstown
When: Saturday, 5/30/26 from 9a-12p
ANSWER KEY:

To view additional dates,
please visit the Rhode
Island Resource
Recovery site.

https://rirrc.org/anno

uncements/events

Su perfund inRl1.p (12 sites) 2. A (Davis Liquid Waste Superfund Site) 3. B (To restore the environment and protect public health)

To submit questions or article ideas for future Revitalization Rhode issues, please email us at Filomena.dasilva@dem.ri.gov Pg10
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Summer in Rhode Island means more time outdoors—

mer but heat, sun, and water activities make a few simple safety steps important.
Sum 1y > % Stay cool

5q‘f6 ] Drink water often, take breaks in the shade, and avoid long periods outdoors during peak afternoon heat.
Tips mn > & Protect your skin

de Use sunscreen (SPF 30+), wear hats and sunglasses, and seek shade between 10 AM-4 PM.

Rho > (B

d .. Be safe at the beach

15\0“ Swim only in designated areas like Narragansett Town Beach, follow lifeguard instructions, and never swim alone.
y: Lis? Brice > M Prevent bites

Use insect repellent, check for ticks after outdoor activities, and shower after spending time in grassy or wooded areas.
» 4% Plan ahead

Bring water, snacks, and emergency basics when heading out, and know where shade and restrooms are available.

Why It Matters
Simple precautions help you stay safe while enjoying Rhode Island's beaches, parks, and outdoor spaces all summer long.

BEACH DAY REALITY CHECK

Love the Beach? I{iep It Clean! REMEMBERII

(=)

Leave it
better than
you found it!

That doesn't

belong here... Properly dispose of all

trash in their
appropriate containers
so we keep Rhode
Island beautiful and
accessible to everyone!

Pg 11
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