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MAY 12, 2026
(Hearing comenced at 6:00 p.m)

MS. RAYMOND: \Wel cone, everybody. W are
going to go ahead and get started. The text on the
screen is alittle small, so please come up as far as you
can so that you can see.

| would like to thank you all for joining me here
this evening. M nanme is Becky Raynond, and | amfrom
SAGE Environnmental in Providence, Rhode Island. Tonight,
| wll be Ieading the conversation on the Environnental
Conditions Review for the Metaconet Redevel opnent
Proj ect.

Like | said, ny name is Becky Raynond from SAGE
Environnental. | have had seven years of environnental
consul ting experience. Mst recently, in East
Provi dence, you mght recall our name fromthe Martin
M ddl e School project, which we just conpleted right
around the corner. Aside fromnyself, | am acconpani ed
by nmy assistant on the opposite side of the room Rick
Mandi | e, former owner of SACE Environnental, and at | east
40 years of consulting experience.

QG her than SAGE, we have a crew here joining us from
t he Rhode Island Departnent of Environnental Managenent,
Joe Martella, right up in the front, Hannah Mtchell,

right next to him and Jenna G guere. W also have
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representation from ownership tonight, Metaconet
Property, LLC, with M. Paul Pisano. W wll remain

t hroughout the presentation and answer any questions at
t he end.

Why are we here tonight? This neeting was requested
by the East Providence Gty Council. Qur intent is to
answer environmental site-related questions only. And by
the end of this presentation, |I'mhoping that we can
address any questions you have regarding the site's
history, the what, why, the when, and the how regarding
soi | remediation

Starting right fromthe top: SAGE was brought into
this project in early 2025 by Metaconet Properties, LLC,
based on an anticipated redevel opnent of the site which
was going to include m xed residential and commerci al
uses. Based on the size of the site, we had focused on
the area that was going to be disturbed only, and we did
a due diligence assessnment, which really dove into the
history. W did find that the history of this site
I ncl uded 100 years of golf course use, and along with
that, nost likely going to find arsenic-based pesticide
uses for over 100 years. Gven what we know about the
site's history, we decided to do sonme soil sanpling
across the property to assess for presence/ absence check

of what would be here for contam nants. W tested for
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metal s, pesticides, herbicides, and volatile organic
conpounds. O all that testing, arsenic was the only
compound that we found at concentration above DEM s
former standard of 7 mlligranms per Kkilogram

Based off of that, in April of 2025, we had
submtted a Rel ease Notification Package to DEM al ong
with all the data, and have been in ongoing conversations
ever since regardi ng next steps.

Based of f of those ongoing conversations, and due to
the size of the site that was going to be disturbed, we
had agreed with DEM on a suppl enental course of action
for further soil sanmpling. W had returned to the site
in May 2025 and did additional sanpling on a 200-f oot
grid. That resulted in 111 additional soil sanples. O
those 111 soil sanples, we did find additional arsenic
over the forner standard of mlligram per kil ogram

It's inportant to note here, that that was again the
only contam nant found above DEMs criteria. W had al so
at the tinme assessed groundwater, and groundwater was
conpl etely conpliant with DEMs GB standards. GB
groundwat er is designed as groundwater that is deened not
suitable for use as public drinking w thout prior
treatnent.

Subsequently, after this extensive 200-foot grid

sanpling, we submtted a revised notification to DEMin
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June that included all of this additional data, and again
have been in ongoi ng communi cations ever since.

So after the additional sampling in May of | ast
year, effective in June of 2025, DEM state |egislature
changed the arsenic criteria from7 to 19 mlligrans per
kilogram This was done in an attenpt to streanline
DEM s standards wi th our neighboring states,
Massachusetts and Connecticut, which have a 20 and 10
mlligramper kilogramlimt in conparison. Wth this
change in legislature, we reevaluated all of our data and
as a result found only three areas that exceeded the new
19 mlligramper kilogramlimt.

| know that the site plan is pretty difficult to
see, but those three areas are circled in red. Feel free
to cone up closer if you cannot viewit.

After doing the additional arsenic assessnments, we
had expected to find those results, like |I said, based on
the site's history as a golf course for over a hundred
years, and the frequent application of arsenic-based
pesticides. However, during recent conmunications wth
DEM in order to really create a well-rounded assessnent
of the site, DEM had requested that we do sone additional
sanpling for total petrol eum hydrocarbons, or TPH, what
you typically see in oil-based conmpounds and pol yaronatic

hydr ocar bons, or PAHs, which are by-products of
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conbust i on.

So, nmoving along wth DEM s plan, we had conduct ed
14 additional soil sanples at the end of August 2025 | ast
year. O those additional sanmples, we did not have a
single TPH exceedance. And, again, we had only one
sanple with PAH exceedances |ocated at Location 2. |It's
circled there on the site plan. Like | said,
pol yaromati ¢ hydrocarbons or PAHs are common by-products
of conbustion, very typically found in asphalt, coal, ash
products, and that nakes sense if you can see on the site
plan this sanple is located right along the side of a
paved gol f course pat hway.

So, if you could flip to the next slide, please. At
the end of our assessnment, we had identified four
I npacted areas. Qur three arsenic areas are referred to
as C7, K14 and E1. W have one additional PAH exceedance
area, 206. Know ng that we had our four isolated soi
| npacted areas, SAGE returned to the site afterwards to
do further delineation to see the size and extent of
these soil hotspots. W did additional sanpling in
vertical intervals in all north, south, east, and west
| ocations at 5-foot increments. W did the sane thing
vertically at 1-foot increnents. W did so until we
found soil sanples that were conpliant with DEM s soi

criteria.

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
a B W N kB O O 00 N oo o A W NN+ O

METACOMET REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT
TRASCRIPT OF MEETING

May 12, 2026

7

At the end of the day, we had delineated each of
those four areas, and | do have sone photos which I|']|
show on the next slide, and it's inportant to note that
these inpacted areas were limted to just the top two
feet of soil

This slide right here again mght be difficult for
you all to see. | have the three arsenic-inpacted
| ocations culled out, C7 on the top left, K14 on the top
right, area E1 on the bottomleft. This image shows the
work that we did to delineate these locations until we
found clean soil results in all directions. Looking at
the size of the locations, C7 is approxinmately 37 x 47
feet wde, area Kl is -- I"'mhaving a hard tinme seeing --
| think it's 10 x 30 feet wde, and area E1, 50 x 40 feet
W de. Again, only limted to the top two feet bel ow
surface grade.

And then while doing sone further calcul ations, we
wanted to put this in a percentage for you all. It is
actual Iy, once you add up the total square footage of
I npacted area, only .2 percent of the total site that's
going to be redevel oped.

This image shows the PAH i npacted area, sane
progress right here, we had returned to that area and
coll ected additional sanples in 5-foot increnents. This

| ocation only ended up being 10 x 10 feet w de, and
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again, inpacts were limted to the top 2 feet bel ow
surface grade.

So, what | really want everybody to understand and
take away fromour current data set, a couple of bullet
points here. The former golf course associ ated
arseni c-based pesticides are |likely the cause of the
arsenic we are seeing in soil. It's inportant to note
that recent site work has not caused contam nati on.

Rel ease Notification Packages have been sent to DEMthree
times actually, and communi cations have been ongoi ng.

G oundwater is not inpacted and is conpliant with DEM
criteria.

And, lastly, but nmost inportantly, soil inpacts have
been limted to four |ocalized areas, have been
delineated in all directions, and are limted to only the
top 2 feet bel ow grade.

Moving on fromthe site investigation portion of
this presentation, | want to discuss the approved
remedi al approach. DEMissued a Program Letter in March
of this year which approved that the site has been
adequately investigated in accordance with their
regulations. Wth that, DEM has conceptual |y approved
our renedy of soil blending of the arsenic-inpacted areas
and the PAH inpacted area with clean, tested, inported

soil. The soil is to be tenporarily excavated and
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stockpil ed, blended with this material, and tested to
show that it is conpliant with DEMcriteria before being
returned back to the site. Again, during recent
comuni cati ons and neetings, DEM has approved of this
remedy.

This is a great little cheat sheet that | would | ove
to share with you all, and I knowit is difficult to see.
This is just a different visual for how we can view the
DEM renedi ation tineline. Al ong the left-hand side here,
| have our progress throughout the DEMtineline, and then
along the right side, | have either dates that docunents
were submtted and where we stand.

Starting at the top left, if you are able to see, we
have the Rel ease Notification Package sent from SAGE to
DEM  This has been done three tines, and the dates are
listed up there. In response, DEMissued a Letter of
Responsibility. Before site investigations began, there
was a pre-site investigation public notice which went out
in July of last year. |In Septenber of |ast year SAGE had
submtted the site investigation report to DEM After
receiving the site investigation report is when DEM
I ssued the Program Letter, conceptually agreeing that the
site has been adequately investigated and conceptual |y
agreeing wth our renedy.

So right nowwe are in the post-SIR Site
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| nvestigation coment period. After this coment period,
there will be witten responses to any received comments
that go through DEM After that, we anticipate receiving
a Renedial Decision Letter that states that DEM has
approved of our renedy, and public notification has been
conplete. At that tinme, SAGE will prepare a Renedi a
Action Wrk Plan, which really docunents and dives into
the nuts and bolts of how we're going to go about
approaching our remedy. DEMis then expected to issue a
Remedi al Approval Letter, which gives us the green |ight
and the go-ahead to get started.

The renmediation itself, consisting of soil blending,
is only anticipated to take a couple of weeks, weather
depending. After remediation is conpleted, SAGE will
submt a Renedial Action Conpletion Report, and then at
that point DEMw | issue a Letter of Conpliance stating
that renedi ati on has been conpleted and is done.

So, fromhere, next steps: The public conment
period will close on May 26. After that tinme, SAGE and
DEMw Il issue a witten response to any public comments
received through DEM Once that's conpleted, DEMw | |
I ssue a Renedial Decision Letter approving of the soi
blending. At this time, public conment can be funnel ed
t owar ds Hannah Mtchell, sitting right up front. Her

e-mai | and phone is listed at the top.
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That concludes the presentation. So, at this tine,
we open it up for questions, and we do rem nd everybody
that we are here to answer environnental - based questions
only.

MR, MANDI LE: And if you could, you can cone
up to the mc to ask your question.

MS. SEEL: It's just a quick question about
a word. You said delineation. Could you just explain
that a little bit? It's just a sinple thing.

MS. RAYMOND: Yes, absolutely. So the
question is to just further explain what we nean by
delineation. So, after we had identified the four
i sol ated hot zones, SAGE had returned to those sites, we
have these | ocations GPS marked, and nmoving in north,
sout h, east, and west directions, we had continued
sanpling soil in 5-foot increnents, and continuously
returning back to the site to take additional sanples
until we collected sanples in all directions that net
DEMs [imts.

At that point we could judge the extent and the size
of each of those isolated areas.

MS. SEEL: Thank you.

MS. ANDRADE: H . So when do you think that
this -- |'mHeather Andrade. \Wen do you think this

renedi ation plan will start? Does the archeol ogi cal
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survey have to be done first?

MS. RAYMOND: Great question. Renediation
as far as soil blending is anticipated to start this
summer, as soon as DEM gives us the go-ahead. | know
that our teamis ready to go. Could you just explain
your question about the archeology a little bit nore?

MS. ANDRADE: Well, the survey that's going
on, on the land, does that have to be finished first, and
then they can renmediate that soil?

M5. RAYMOND: So | can't speak on the
archeol ogi st's behal f, that's not ny area of expertise,
but I do know that while we were going through this
process and identified the four areas, the three arsenic,
and the one PAH, we have been in communication wth
archeol ogi sts and the native tribe the entire tine.

At the tine that we had identified these four areas,
only one, K14, overlapped with areas that they were
focused on. So, as a matter of fact, | was out there
whil e they were going through their assessnents and
oversaw they were doing their thing. W had created a
health and safety plan, and they actually had their own
health and safety plan which included, you know, proper
gl oves, personal protection equipnent, so that they could
avoi d any additional risk.

MS. ANDRADE: And | know you just want to
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tal k about that plan, but | have to point out that I
believe that the indigenous representatives were out
there while that soil was being dug up and they weren't
aware of that; is that correct?

MS. RAYMOND: W have been in conmunication
with the tribe nenbers the entire tinme, and they have
been wel cone to cone to neetings.

MS. NOKA: That's not true. | just got off
the phone wth John Brown, and he said he hasn't, so
that's not true. That's the Historic Preservation
O ficer for the Narraganset Tribal Nation. So tell these
peopl e the truth.

MS. ANDRADE: | just wanted to see that you
were aware that they were there and they did not know
that that soil was hazardous soil.

MS. RAYMOND: Thank you.

MR. NOKA: Randy Noka, Tribal Elder, for the
Narragansett Tribal Nation. As ny wife just pointed out,
and excuse the back, folks, John Brown is the Tribal
Hi storic Preservation Oficer of the Narragansett Tri bal
Nation. |f that gentleman wasn't involved in any of
t hese surveys, archeol ogical works, then it's defunct,
and | realize this is an environmental concern, this type
meeting. | haven't been to these neetings in alittle

while, | didn't even know this project was still ongoing
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of R chrond; but, however, these are ancestral |ands of
ny people, the Narragansett Tribal Nation. So |'m not
sure what's going on with this project, but whatever
tribe you speak of or tribal nenbers doesn't seemto

i nclude the Narragansett Tribal Nation. These are our
ancestral lands or the tribe, the Narragansett Tri bal
Nation. So whoever it is that you're bringing these
things back to, information back to, |let them know

Wi thout no uncertain terms, we haven't been involved to
our know edge, and by the word of the Tribal Hi storic
Preservation Oficer and Medicine Man. So things have to
be straightened out before they nove nuch further, and
t hose studies, those archeol ogi cal surveys, whatever,
there has to be things sensitive to the Narragansett
Tribal Nation, be they artifacts, be they bones perhaps
of our lost |oved ones.

So please keep that in mnd with all due respect to
the environnental part of this meeting, there's other
things that need to be addressed.

( APPLAUSE)
M5. NOKA: | would like to commend the

comunity for being here and standing strong and solid at

TRASCRIPT OF MEETING 14
for that matter, and | don't know if the public had a
chance to vote on it, like the Town Council have had, any
council people here, I'mnot sure, but | live in the Town
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a time when nany people didn't. | know there's a | ot of
noney involved here, a |lot of noney, a |lot of power, nore
power and political power than these people have, but
they're fighting every bit of their heartless spirit
because they love this land. | respect that. And | know
that the tribe -- the state can't be forced to

I nvestigate certain things. You sit here and you talk
about all these elements that are in the ground. You
don't bring up even an arrowhead, there's nothing under
there except for the golf course and itself. This is a
little Gaza here, this is Gaza. So you can put your
little Trunp Plaza on top of it, but thisis alittle
Gaza here, and there are ancient burials here, and you're
not going to dig over it because every Rhode |slander

w |l be rem nded of what you're trying to do. This is a
little Gaza, and don't you forget that because we won't
allow you to erase that. So your little five-foot

di ggi ng, which neans absolutely nothing to ne because
you're told exactly where to test and not to test because
you're controlled, but we are not.

W are Rhode |slanders here, but | ama Narragansett
tribal menber. Those are ny ancient burial people, ny
peopl e, ny ancestors, ny blood, and I'mnot going to |et
one of them be erased. You' ve done enough, and I'm not

speaking to you directly, |'mspeaking about all that has
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been done to erase, to dig up, to destroy, and to pretend
that it was in error. No, we're done. The world can
see.

( APPLAUSE)

M5. PEREZ: H . M name is Debby Perez, and
| live in the back of the golf course. This is a couple
of questions for the gentleman fromDEM So | wanted to
know if -- was contam nated soil renoval --

(M CROPHONE BUZZI NG)

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Can we fix the m crophone,
pl ease?

( BRI EF | NTERRUPTI ON)

MR. MANDI LE: Just shut it off and speak
| oud.

MS. PEREZ: (Ckay. WAs contam nated soi
renoval and treatnment or disposal considered followed by
repl acenent with clean material?

MR. MARTELLA: Yes. Joe Martella, DEM
When they identified the initial areas, there were
actual ly around 40 | ocations under the old arsenic
st andar d.

MS. PEREZ: 80 or 90.

MR, MARTELLA: Well, anyway, it doesn't
really matter now because the standard was changed.

There's three locations, right, the original plan that
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was proposed was a digging hall. [In conversations with
menbers of the tribe, John Brown, Cora Peirce, they asked
that no soil be renoved fromthe property, no soil at

all. 1 think ideally they were hoping for a renedy that
was nore tailored to capping;, however, that wasn't going
to work wth the plans for the devel opnent. So anot her

al ternative approach was proposed to kind of be

consi stent with the request for not disturbing the soi
because of cultural reasons to do sonething else, to
treat the soil.

So the plan was changed, and the proposal was to mx
the soil, basically like a dilution. You bring in as
much clean soil as you need, and you mx it wth the
| npacted soil, and you keep testing, and you test until
you get to a point where it's bel ow the standard.

So, to answer your question, yes, renoval was
considered. There was a request to not do that. It
originated fromthe tribe, nmenbers of the tribe. It also
went through the Rhode Island Hi storical Preservation
office, who works with the tribe, and they essentially
approved -- they had | ooked at the results of the
archeol ogi cal work that was done in the four |ocations,
and it was determned, and this is how | understand it,
it was determned that those four areas were not

archeologically significant. They made that

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
a B W N kB O O 00 N oo o A W NN+ O

METACOMET REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT May 12, 2026
TRASCRIPT OF MEETING 18

determnation. W deferred to that office based on that
deferral that they were okay with that kind of a renmedy,
that kind of remedy being soil blending in those four
areas. So that's why we generated our programletter
approving that conceptual approach, and then that's what
triggered this process now, the public comment period,
where people can -- sorry, | was a little | ong-w nded.

MS. PEREZ: That's okay. | was in touch
with the environnmental engineer, and what she said was
dilution is not supposed to be the solution to
environnmental cl eanup or --

MR. MARTELLA: | understand that. This site
when it canme into our office sounded |like a very, very
simple situation. It was originally arsenic in there,
the 1pH, however, when you [ ook at the size of the site,
over a hundred sanples, finding only three locations that
have exceedances, it's areally sinple site. There's not
a lot of conplicated environnental problens on the site.
They coul d have conme in, done a quick dig and haul, which
Is an acceptable nethod. It sounds a little sketchy, |
know, but it's what people do. You identify the
contam nation, you take care of it right away. To get
out, haul it away for proper disposal. That's it.

That's the approach that was originally |ooked at, and we

had kind of approved it in a conditional way, and said,
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wel |, check with the tribe, check wth Rhode Island
Hi storical, and that's when we got the feedback that this
I's not acceptable.

MS. PEREZ: (kay. The other question | have
Is that when the soil blocking takes place, will there be
controls to limt transmssion of particles into the air?
So how are you going to --

MR. MARTELLA: They have to control dust.
mean, they don't want anything mgrating. That's a
standard procedure for any kind of renmediation. |If
you' re disturbing soil, which alnost every single -- our
office, site renediation, our program we regulate
rel eases to soil and groundwater, that's what we do. So
I f sonmebody is disturbing soil as part of a renedy, they
have to manage dust, they have to nmake sure it doesn't
mgrate. |It's part of every renedial action work plan,
dust control neasures, nonitoring, air nonitoring for a
particulate. So there are controls in place. W don't
have those controls in place yet because there's no plan.
They have to get to that point where they submt a plan.
So this is post investigation and di scussion of what the
I nvestigation showed and what the remedi es proposed are,
but it's still conceptual. Until this process is done,
we don't ask for a plan because it may change. | nean,

obvi ously your comment about dust, it's a legitinate
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thing, we would have taken care of that anyway in our
review, but it makes it even nore inportant.

M5. DIAZ: Sure. And | know a |ot of the
residents, around the area where | live, are very
concerned about that. WII the public be notified what
the controls will be?

MR MARTELLA: W run a very transparent
process. There's a website which | don't know -- | think
It was -- was it in the public notice or not? W have a
website with every single document that's been submtted
to us and all of our responses to that. That work plan
will be on that website.

MS. DIAZ: | tried to get onto find the
actual DEMreport, and it seened |ike everything was
bl ended into one. | could not find it.

MR, MARTELLA: Well, there's a whole web
page, it's on the DEM website, but there's a web page
dedi cated to this project.

M5. DIAZ: So it would be under Metaconet,
or would it be under --

( AUDI ENCE SPEAKI NG SI MULTANEQUSLY, | NAUDI BLE)

MR, MARTELLA: Again, to be transparent, we
are putting every single docunent, and a project |ike
this, it doesn't have that many documents, maybe a dozen.

We're at the investigation stage. W don't have a work
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plan. W don't have all these other pieces because they
don't exist yet because we're not there.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Wen | got onit, it was
conbined wth not only Metaconet, | only found one
Met acomet, but with all these other reports, that was the
problem so..

MR. MANDI LE: We can get your nane, and we
will send you the link to it,

AUDI ENCE VO CE:  Sure. Thank you very nuch.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Can | recommend usi ng your
m crophone so we can hear everyone? Can they step up to
t he podi um

( SPEAKI NG SI MULTANEQUSLY, | NAUDI BLE)

MS. NOKA: The gentleman who had spoken
earlier fromDEM you state that John Brown has been
I nvol ved, but | was also told that the state is keeping
things fromnoving forward. Could you please tell them
about that? And the Federal Government supercedes state
and |l ocal law, and that is what we are protected by our
uni que relationship with the Federal Government, with the
H storic Preservation Act.

My question is -- because in ny spirit, and | know

ny cousin John Brown very, very well, unless there was a
deal struck privately behind the scenes, and I'mone to

say it, and you can say Bella Noka said it, | don't m nd,
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unl ess there was sone private deal struck, there's a |ot
of nmoney involved, and a | ot of favors can be nade.

want to know why the state is interfering with this and
hi ndering nore oversights and nore digs, and the digs
seemto be like pretty much told exactly where to dig.
know t hat there was a woman here | ast neeting. Does
anyone renenber her name from Pawt ucket, blond woman?
She has something to do with the archeol ogical dig. You
may know her.

MR, MARTELLA: If I'munderstanding, it's
probabl y sonmeone from PAL, which is the Public
Archeol ogi cal Lab. That's Deborah Cox.

M5. NOKA: Yes. And | know that they weigh
heavily on her in what she has to share, and I know that
she has been working with certain mayors to work in their
favor. | also know that a Native American committee has
been created here, so it would give the illusions that
they' re working with Native Anerican people. Keep in
mnd here that there is only one federally recognized
tribe within the State of Rhode I|sland, what is now known
as Rhode Island, and that is the Narragansett Tri bal
Nation. There are no state recognized tribes. No city,
town, or state has the ability to recognize them They
don't know how to.

So, wth that being said, | don't know who you're
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nmeeting with, getting your information from in the
pretense of giving that respect to a tribe when there's
not one Narragansett on that conmttee.

( APPLAUSE)

MS. SEEL: (Good evening, everyone. |'mso
glad to see that so many people showed up tonight for
this comunity hearing, neeting, | should say. A
prelimnary question, it's my understanding that the Mt
Link's golf course area and the 9.6 acres that will be
deeded to the city have not been soil tested; is that
correct?

MS. RAYMOND: Can you repeat the question?

MS. SEEL: Yes. |It's ny understanding that
the area now known as Met Links, which is the 9-hole golf
course, and 9.6 acres up at the intersection of Lyon
Avenue and Fort Street that will be deeded over to the
city have not been soil tested; is that correct?

M5. RAYMOND: We were not retained to
I nspect those areas since they were not part of
redevel opment, and soil disturbance is not planned.

MS. SEEL: Thank you. Wth that in mnd, |
know that you didn't start this until 2025, from what you
just said. In 2022, the devel oper, Marshall Properties,
started with soil manipulation, if not nore, to refigure

the 9-hole golf course that's now known as Mt Links.
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That was in 2022. That was wi thout benefit of a permt
fromthe CRMC or anyone el se for about four nonths.
Before that, about that tine actually, Jeff Emdy, the
Executive Director of the Rhode Island Hi storical
Preservation Heritage Conm ssion, had witten a letter to
t he planning departnment of the city, and he said to

M. Hannah, who's the principal planner, the Rhode Island
Hi storical Preservation Heritage Conm ssion continues to
have concerns regarding the devel opnent of the Metaconet
Country Club property originally expressed in our letter
of Cctober 21, 2020. This goes back to 2020, when plans
for the Metacomet devel opnent area -- plans were being

pl anned, it had not been broken out into Met Links or
anything else, it was one big property. M. Emdy

conti nues, Metaconet Country Club is located next to a
significant but now considerably disturbed or even
totally destroyed Native-Anmerican archeol ogical site, the
Jones Pond site. This site was partially excavated by
amat eur archeol ogists in the 1930s, and one burial was
found. The Jones Pond site seens to have been part of a
| arge village, and we know fromsimlar sites that
burials can be found anywhere within such a village. W
do not know if the Jones Pond site extends into the

Met aconet project area, but there is a reasonable

possibility that it does. W recomend that a

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
a B W N kB O O 00 N oo o A W NN+ O

METACOMET REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT May 12, 2026
TRASCRIPT OF MEETING 25

conprehensi ve survey of the property be conducted to
determine if a significant archeol ogical site which may
or may not include burials is present. Rhode Island |aw
prohi bits ground disturbance wthin 25 feet of a burial.
The owners are determning if burials are present in a
project area falls on the project proponent and the
owners in enforcing the protection of burials falls on
the city.
So, ny question, | guess, would be to Director

Brynes, when Marshal | approached the city about
devel opi ng Metaconet, did no one bring up this? D d no
one bring up this letter fromthe former director in 2020
about the archeol ogical significance of this entire site?
And | wonder if Marshall had actually gotten the permts
It needed from CRMC and perhaps DEM before they started
their soil manipulation on the Met Links area, if then
t hey woul d have found hazardous materials there, too.
think it should have been done. | think it should be
done, and | wonder, as | said to Director Brynes, did
they know this, or didn't they know this. Can you answer
or not? D d Marshall Properties know about this letter
In 2020 and 2023, or did they not?

UNKNOMN SPEAKER:  Yes, | believe they did.
Representatives from Marshall are here.

MS. SEEL: Well, it canme to you, your
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departnment, and | wonder if you can tell us.

UNKNOMN SPEAKER: We've been to the
wat erfront neetings, but they were aware of the letter.

MS. SEEL: And yet started soil manipul ation
on Met Links wi thout even considering that, is that the
case?

MS. RAYMOND: Excuse ne, this neeting
tonight is only intended to focus on our existing
I nvestigation. | don't think it's appropriate to speak
on what happened before we becanme involved in the
proj ect .

( COVMMOTI ON I N AUDI ENCE, SPEAKI NG SI MULTANEQUSLY,
| NAUDI BLE)

AUDIENCE VO CE: If it is informed of what
we're doing today, it's relevant.

MS. SEEL: | guess | shouldn't expect an
answer. Thank you very much for your tine.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Thank you, Candy.

( APPLAUSE)

MS. RAYMOND: Any ot her questions?

AUDI ENCE VO CE: | just have one question.
|"'mpretty loud, | don't need to go up to the podium
So, when we upped the |levels to acceptable [evels and we
followed suit with Massachusetts, how | ong had

Massachusetts had those | evels before we came into ours?
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MS. RAYMOND: |'mgoing to kick this
question over to Rick who has tons of experiences in
Massachusetts, as well.

MR MANDI LE: Yes, Mass. has had a 20 PPM
arsenic standard for al nost two decades.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Wy all of a sudden did we
follow suit with Massachusetts then?

MR, MANDI LE: It was a decision made by the
| egi sl ature to nake Rhode Island frankly nore conpetitive
w th Massachusetts and Connecticut, our neighbors. W
had seen a nunmber of devel opments | eaving Rhode Island
with the arsenic standard at 7, and it was causing a | ot
of devel opment problens here. Wen you have two
conpetitors right next door, you can step over the line
into Attleboro and build something that can accept 20 PPM
arsenic, whereas in Rhode Island you end up having to do
a big remediation.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: So basically it was nore
for devel opnent ?

( AUDI ENCE MEMBERS SPEAKI NG SI MULTANEQUSLY,
| NAUDI BLE)

MR. MANDI LE: You can look at it that way.
That was our representatives. Joe, is that fair to say?

M5. RAYMOND: Joe, do you have anything el se

to add to that comment ?
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MR. MARTELLA: No, that was the legislature,
and | can't speak on their behalf.

MR. MANDI LE: Any ot her questions?

MR. NOKA:  Fromwhat | just heard, |
appreciate the explanation, and |'mnot a scientist or
what ever in these environnental concerns, but the
| egi slatures for the State of Rhode Island found it nore
I nportant to conpete with their bordering states for
econom ¢ reasons and not the health and well-being of the
citizens that they're elected to represent. That's how |
heard that just explained. |'mnot putting it on you,
sir, but any representative or any state senators in the
room shame on you if you went along with that.

The question that | also want to ask is | realize
how the majority of folks in here are East Providence
residents. I'mnot. | nentioned first I'mfromthe Town
of Richnond. However, | ama Narragansett Tribal Nation
citizen, therein | have every right to speak in any place
inthis state as far as |' m concer ned.

Did you guys get a chance to vote on this project,
or was it just force-fed on you by the Town Council, and
with all due respect to any counsel person that's here,
know it's an environnental -type neeting, shame on you
guys and | adi es, whoever sits on the Town Council, if

they're not here, then they're not here. | said this one
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of the other tines | was here. The residents should have
a say on this project, especially those that abut it, and
if you weren't given that chance, then shanme on the
people that are trying to bring it to you or force it on
you. |'ll be dammed if they have that right. They're
el ected to represent, but they shouldn't have the right
to go down and bring this kind of project, multi-mllion,
billion, whatever it's going to cost, and what kind of
environmental harmis it going to bring to you, the
health and wel | being of you. |If you didn't want it, then
your voices should have been heard nore inportantly than
those that you el ected whether you el ected themor not.
Thank you.

( APPLAUSE)

MS. RAYMOND: | see a question out there.

AUDI ENCE VO CE:  Just a couple of quick
questions on the environnental. You had mentioned there
are four areas that had chemcal -- and three were
arseni ¢ and one was PAH. So can you descri be what the
threat to human health is for those certain chemcals?

MS. RAYMOND: Sure. Rick, | know that we
just spoke about those earlier tonight. Wuld you |ike
to take this on?

MR. MANDI LE: Sure. \Wen standards are set

for contam nants of concern, be they arsenic or whatever,
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t hose standards are based on years and years of
t oxi col ogi cal exposure studies, and if the standards are
generally set at a level where if it's going to increase
the risk fromone in a mllion chance of cancer to two in
a mllion chance of cancer, that's the level at which a
contam nant threshold is set.

These toxicol ogi cal studies assume worst case. It's
a person literally eating a handful of dirt every day for
70 years at that concentration has the potential to
I ncrease their chance of getting cancer fromingesting
that substance, fromone in a mllionto tw in a
mllion, nowthat's ingestation. There's also
I nhal ation, our concerns for dust. That's why we control
dust any time we're doing a renedial effort like what is
pl anned for here.

AUDIENCE VO CE: So literally wal king on the
property, if it's disturbed, really doesn't inpact
exposure or increase exposure?

MR, MANDI LE: It shouldn't, no.

AUDI ENCE VO CE:  And then you said nention
of the total site here you're responsible, you're engaged
to study, the inpacted area is 0.2 percent?

MS. RAYMOND: Yes.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: And then from here on out,

once that is all identified, a plan will be approved by
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DEM the plan will be reviewed and overseen, supervised
by DEM before any future devel opnent takes place?

MS. RAYMOND: That's correct.

MR MANDI LE: Yes.

AUDI ENCE VO CE:  And then the |ast question
was, ny wife is a nurse, so she's a chemst freak, she
wanted nme to ask this, was the arsenic organic or
I norgani ¢ arsenic?

MR, MANDI LE: It's tough to say. So,
arsenic is a naturally occurring nmetal, and believe it or
not, here in Rhode Island we have some pretty high
natural ly occurring arsenic concentrations due to the
gl aci al geol ogy of what we have here in the state. So
It's oftentimes very difficult to tease apart what's
natural ly occurring versus what's the result of arsenic
froma pesticide, arsenic-based pesticides.

You | ook at Aquidneck Island. For centuries, it was
used for row crops. W have sone of our highest arsenic
| evels in soils on Aquidneck Island as a result of that.
Appl e orchards, crazy high arsenic levels in soils; golf
courses, pesticides; so these are the types of places
where we find el evated arsenic concentrations, and it's
really difficult to tease organic versus nonorganic
apart, and it's not regulated that way with the

departnent. It's a number. |If you're at 19 or you
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exceed it, we got to deal with it.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Thank you. And [ ast
question. There was no rel evance on the groundwater,
correct?

MS. RAYMOND: Correct. | think it's
I nportant here to note, and those are sone great
questions, but arsenic was tested along with a dozen
ot her metals; and, | mean, you could go test soi
anywhere in the state and you could find arsenic al ong
with a handful of other metals that are included in that
testing.

M5. NOKA: This is ny last thing. |'mjust
so frustrated with this whole thing. |[|'ve been on the
phone with John Brown all while |I've been in here. Thank
goodness | have that ability. John Brown wanted ne to
say this to you all, well, tell themwe never approved
anything. The city never returned our calls and have
wor ked against us all the way. |If they wish to call ne,
| wll take that call. That is fromthe Historic
Preservation Oficer fromthe Narragansett Tribal Nation.

You have his number. Thank you.

( APPLAUSE)
MS. RAYMOND: Any ot her questions?
AUDIENCE VO CE: | just want to clarify

sonmet hing. This coment about needing to eat a handf ul
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of dirt every day in order to get cancer, this is not how
cancer works. | had cancer at the age of 28 due to
envi ronnmental exposures. | didn't know about this
happening after living here for five years until siXx
mont hs ago. Ckay. So what | want to say though is when
you say things like this, when you cheapen the experience
of something that actually kills, and then devastates
everybody around that person by saying something |Iike you
have to eat dirt every day, that's not how environnental
exposure works. Ckay. It can be as sinple as wal king on
the earth that has arsenic init, and, in addition to
that, all the other toxins that we're exposed to on a
daily basis because we live in a toxic world. So be
careful with your | anguage. And | also want to nmake the
comment that smling and |laughing is wildly
I nappropriate, wldly inappropriate, when we are
seriously here about our health, about tribal [and.
mean, this is serious shit. Sorry for the |anguage. But
when we get casual, and when we start |aughing and just
like smling as if this is whatever, thisis ny -- you
know, | get paid to be here, that says to us that you
don't actually care.
( APPLAUSE)
AUDIENCE VO CE: |'msorry, | do have one

nore question. So when those condos are built and stuff
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| i ke that, right, and people want to go and plant, you
know, a garden, or sonething |like that, so you're saying
two feet. |If you plant the flowers deeper than that,
what happens? Don't eat the dirt. Suppose they hit one
of those things that they' re digging deeper than two
feet. Suppose it's deeper than that? Wat does happen
when the people nove in and they want to beautify their

| awns, or when Marshall does it, you know, they're going
to be digging on sone of the things that they haven't
tested. How does that work?

MS. RAYMOND: We are confident in our
assessnent that we've identified areas that need to be
addressed, and we didn't find any other soil that
| npacted the rest of the area.

MR BOUCHER: | don't think | have to go up
there. M nanme is Dan Boucher. | just want to get nore
expl anation as to what goes on when the construction
starts. | just really want to know about the dust
control. Marshall's plan is to nove a |ot of dirt on
that site, a lot of dirt, and then do it for 10 years.
That's what they're saying. Does that nean DEMis goi ng
to be on site 10 years nonitoring this dust, doing
further testing? Wat is the plan for the long tern®

MR. MARTELLA: No, no. DEMis only involved

during the managenent of the regulated soil. Once these
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four areas are cleaned up --

MR, BOUCHER  That's what | thought. Al
the rest of this stuff, understand there's no DEM
moni t ori ng.

MR. MARTELLA: W have no jurisdictional
authority over it. | would think the city probably has
rul es, nuisance rules, for keeping dust under control,
things |like that, and noise.

MR. BOUCHER | just wanted to make sure
that was clear. It wasn't clear in your earlier
expl anati on.

MR, MARTELLA: But | should clarify, too,
that this site, whether it's the project they're
proposi ng for redevel opment or anything, once it came in
to us, it needs to be cleaned up. So there's going to be
sonme renmedy there whether it's a redevel oped site or not,
so just kind of keep that in mnd. This isn't an
either/or. | don't know who was asking, | couldn't turn
ny neck around, but the question about the two feet, it's
not that there's only two feet being cleaned up and it's
dirty underneath, they went down two feet, found it was
clean in those areas, and that was across the site it was
like that. So there was no evidence there was
contam nati on bel ow those two feet.

MR, MANDI LE: And if you think about what we
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call the conceptual site marks, in other words, how did
these el evated | evels of arsenic get there, they got
there fromthe surface application of pesticides. So you
woul d expect to find that stuff in the surface, which we
did, and we didn't find it at depth.

MR, MARTELLA: \Which again kind of points to
a release of arsenic fromthe use of pesticides versus
natural Iy occurring which you expect to see throughout
the soil count. It kind of makes sense, they did
something in the past, and probably conpletely wth
| egitimate applications of pesticides according to the
rules, but then arsenic, over tine it builds up.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: That's farm and, al so,

t hroughout there. So you woul d expect below the two feet
if they did find arsenic levels, they would be
consi derably | ower because they weren't heavily --

MR. MARTELLA: Yes. You'd only expect to
find high levels there throughout soil count if it was
natural ly occurring like the |ocations we were just
tal ki ng about .

MS. SEEL: Excuse nme, Becky. Wen and where
will the transcript of this meeting be available?

MR. BERLI NSKY: So, the stenographer is
right there, obviously.

MS. SEEL: | see that, George.
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MR, BERLI NSKY: And as soon as they conplete
the transcript, and it's been proofed, then we wll send
it to the city, and they can post it on the Metaconet
website on their waterfront page, and we will also send
it to DEMfor their records because | believe that's a
requirenent, as well. So it wll be available both on
the DEM website so it can go on the Metaconet page as an
audio file, and then we'll also nake sure that it is
linked to the Metaconet page, their waterfront page.

MS. SEEL: An audio file?

MR. BERLI NSKY: No, that would just be a
PDF, ny m st ake.

MS. SEEL: And is there a tineline for when
it will be ready?

MR, BERLI NSKY: Not that | know of.

MS. SEEL: Can you put a tine line on it?

MS. RAYMOND: | don't think that a time |ine
has been specified.

MS. SEEL: It could be nonths?

MR, BERLI NSKY: No, a couple of weeks.

MS. SEEL: Gkay, a couple of weeks. Good.

MS. NOKA: So you had no proper oversight of
any of the digging at all. You sent in who you needed to

send in; you hired who you needed to hire who woul d say

yes and approve; you fill whatever pockets you need to,
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to get things acconplished; but still, and | don't even
know if that arsenic is fromwhat you say it's from
that's what we're being told, it could be sonething that
was sprayed to, like, you know, those other anateur
archeol ogi sts who just went and destroyed the ot her
remains. But things had been done. M thing is, w thout
the proper oversight, w thout any oversight, there's
remai ns under here, and you're digging over an ancient
burial ground. And John Brown did not have invol venent.
He had limted invol venent, and was pretty nmuch stopped,
stopped. And | didn't hear anybody respond to why the
state didn't get so involved about these permts that you
have that are allowing you to do exactly what you want to
do, but I'mtelling you that there are ancient burials
here. You know it. You chose the places where you want
dug up, and then you approved it, but that's not going
tojive, that's not going to work, it's not going to
work, and | pray that each and every one of you who dig
over ny ancient burial ground may have a dutiful visit,
and | nmean that with my spirit. | hope.
( APPLAUSE)
MR. MANDI LE: Any ot her questions? Yes,

MR. NOKA: Town residents, this is nmore to

you. |s this project 100 percent noving forward, 100
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percent? You don't know. Is there a Town Council person
here by chance?

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Nope, not a one.

MR. NOKA: Well, those that nade this
presentation, | knowit's environnental concerns, but --

CITY CLERK: Excuse nme, Councilwoman Sousa
I's here on Zoom

MR. NOKA: She's on Zoonf Well, | don't
know i f the councilwoman heard ne, but for the sake of
the residents that are in this room is this project 100
percent noving forward?

AUDI ENCE VO CE:  Well, could we get an
update from Ray Lavey where the project is in the
permtting process fromthe Waterfront Comm ssion just so
everyone knows, since we're here.

-MR. NOKA: A show of hands by the
resi dents, do you want to see an update, a hundred
percent update, do you want your words to be heard, your
voice to be reckoned with, by a show of hands, do you
want that done?

( AUDI ENCE CONVERSI NG SI MULTANEQUSLY, | NAUDI BLE)

MR, LAVEY: Hi, |'mRay Lavey, Executive
Director of the Waterfront Conmm ssion. Let ne say, |'ve
|istened to everything, and | can tell you that the

appl i cant has done everything that they are legally

@ ESQUIRE 800.211.DEPO (3376)

DEROSITION SOLUTIONS EsquireSolutions.com



© 00 N o o B~ w N P

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R
a B W N kB O O 00 N oo o A W NN+ O

METACOMET REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT May 12, 2026
TRASCRIPT OF MEETING 40

required to do to go forward. They're not ready to put a
foundation in yet because they still have to do the work
t hat DEM and Rhode |sland Hi storic has required. Rhode
| sland H storic -- well, it took a while before they nade
their determnation that --

MS. NOKA: Wthout the tribe.

MR, LAVEY: What?

M5. NOKA: Wthout the tribe.

MR, LAVEY: Wy don't you let me finish,
okay? If you interrupt nme again, |I'll stop talking.

M5. NOKA: Stop talking. | don't care.

MR, LAVEY: Let me just finish, all right.
| nean, | don't want to lose nmy train of thought so you
get everything that | want to say. Gkay? |Is that al
right with you, Bella?

M5. NOKA: | don't want to hear it.

MR, LAVEY: Al right. Anyhow, they went
t hrough the process at Rhode Island Historic to get
perm ssion to do an archeol ogi cal survey while they were
simul taneously trying to get perm ssion or got perm ssion
fromDEMto do a renedial survey and a renedial process,
and they did speak -- you guys can correct ne if |I'm
wrong -- they did speak to Cora, | think that's the
tribal person that's at Rhode Island Historic. |s that

true, Randy?
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MR. NOKA: Never heard of her.

MR, LAVEY: Who knows. |[t's sonebody.

MR. MARTELLA: Cora Peirce is the deputy
tipa. She's a tribal officer.

MR, LAVEY: Maybe not in Narragansett, but
she is a tribal person designated as such at Rhode |sland
Historic, that's her title, and that's her position. So
when any devel oper tries to get anything approved that
requires tribal permssion, they go to Rhode Island
Hi storic, and they go into the building and say, who do |
talk to --

MR. MARTELLA: Ray, I'msorry to interrupt,
but | don't think she works for Rhode I|sland Hi storical.
| think she works with Rhode Island Historical.

MR. LAVEY. (kay, so she was contacted and
informed as to what their position was as far as
artifacts or any tribal problens that would be on the
site, and they had a few communications. | was not privy
to that, but the devel oper was. They went back and forth
until Rhode Island H storical said what you are pl anning
to do is acceptable to us by our rules. Qur rules nmeans
Rhode Island Historic rules. | won't say it's the
Narragansett rules, but it's the rules that any devel oper
I n Rhode Island has to go through, that's state |aw,

state law, not federal law, state law. So they gointo
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Rhode Island Historic, and they ask for Dbl essing on what
their procedure is going to be, and then Rhode Island

Hi storic, once they say it's okay, or they agree with the
procedure, they notify DEM and then DEM can issue a
programthat addresses where the arsenic problens are, or
any ot her problens that are on the site, and while
they're doing the historic evaluation, the devel oper is
al so developing with their architects -- their engineers,
not architects, where the |ocations of hazardous
materials or what is deened to be hazardous in Rhode

| sl and, neaning arsenic, that's put there, not by Cod,
because it would be 20 feet deep, but by sonebody
spraying pesticides on a golf course or on an apple
orchard or sonewhere el se that goes down two feet, and
when you dig below two feet, the exceedances fall bel ow,
as has been stated, below the nunbers that are

perm ssible by current state law, which is 20 parts per
mllion?

MR MANDI LE: 19.

MR. LAVEY: They go down two feet, and down
here is 19 and below, they're not going to ness with
that, they're going to tal k about what's above it, and
they're going to treat it, and the way they're going to
treat it is to, as you heard, take it out of the ground,

mx it with clean dirt, put it in a big pile, and they
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keep neasuring it until the pile is below 20 parts per
mllion, and then that dirt can be reinterred any pl ace
in Rhode Island that will accept 20 parts per mllion or
| ess.

Now, | personally have done it in another |ife where
we had to put it underneath asphalt roads because DEM did
not want any problens w th anybody nmessing with the dirt
by planting and having kids digging in it and ingesting
It and causing dust. In this case, there's only four
places, is that true, that need to be dealt w th which
they're going to do with a work plan that will be
approved after this notification period ends, and people
have made comments, Rhode Island DEM wi || approve the
work plan for themto go do their cleanup at those
places. Still, you're not convinced that John Brown
has -- | don't mean to point at you, Randy, but | know
you talk to himall the time, and | wish Bella was stil
here, she could hear ne, he has been contacted, not by
me, because it's not the city's position to do that, it's
the devel oper's position to deal with the tribe. A ways
the devel oper has to deal with the tribe, and, | nean, |
know John Brown pretty well nyself, and | think he woul d
be of fended by sonmebody making an inplication that
somebody is paying himoff because he has a job to do as

a tribal person, and he does his job with the tribe's
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best interest at heart, and he's not the easiest person
to get along with, but he's fair, and in ny opinion, he's
honest. | don't think anybody is paying himoff. By the
way, if sonebody was, we wouldn't be doing all of this.
Everybody is following what the rules are. | haven't
come yet to where they are in the approval process. |
just wanted to go through the process that they have gone
through up until now. | wasn't here in '20 when it was
approved. |'ve been here four years, and |'ve been here
for all the hearings with this devel oper and the approval
process, and every single coment and |letter and anything
that came fromeither the public or the city council or

t he Rhode Island H storic or anybody else that care to
comment on it, they have all been addressed, and this
devel oper has answered all of them There are stil
things that need to be answered, which is going to bring
me to where it is. They're at a point now where they
have to do a couple of things: One of the things that
they're obligated to do is to give nine and a half acres
to the city for open space, and there's a concern -- |
can hear a concern from some people, that nobody's ever
tested it. Well, as of today, they're not going to be
required to do a Phase 1 site assessnent. To test what's
there, all that does is you dig in the dirt, and you see

if there's any contam nants that are init, or if there's
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any oil or contam nants that have been disposed of on the
site; and if it's clean, you get a clean Phase 1
Environnental Site Assessnent, ESA. If it's clean, they
don't have to do anything el se except do a survey and
give it to the city. They're not going to be responsible
for digging 20 feet deep. Well, let ne take it back, if
they dig a Phase 1 environnental, and they go down seven
feet, and they find arsenic in exceedance of the 20 parts
per mllion, then there's going to be an issue because in
theory the city is going to say to them you can't --
you're not going to give us that open space unless it's
clean, and if it's dirty, 200 square feet of it is dirty
w th seven feet deep, you have to dig it all out and do
the same thing there that you're doing with the four
pieces that are on the regular site. That's a
requirenent of the city council that was put in place,
not the Phase 1, but giving the open space to the city.
|'m | ooking to get the open space because the open
space is a boon for the City of East Providence. |It's
going to be used by the public, assumng it's clean, and
|'massumng that it is, by the way. So that's one of
the things that's still left for themto do as far as
what their approvals are. They still have to get -- [|"I]
back up, you know that they have to get a Phase 1

environnental done on the site before they can give it to
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the city. That checks off one of the blocks that was a
condition of the 2020 city council approval, which was
before me, but it's still there, has to be done. | |00k
at that, and | say get it done, and then submt it to us.
Vel l, they have to get their plans approved for their
offsite rotary. Call it what you want, | call them
rotaries, they're roundabouts, whether or not that gets
approved by Coastal Resources and -- |'msorry, by Rhode
| sl and DOT and the H ghway Conm ssion, depends on how the
H ghway Conmm ssi on eval uates what's going to happen on
that roundabout, if they even approve it. That's not yet
been approved, and it's not yet been submtted to the
H ghway Conmi ssi on because DOT is backed up so far they
just can't get toit. Everybody tries to get themto do
it, todoit, todoit, including us, we want to know as
much as these guys want to know because they can't
devel op their project the way they think if that
roundabout is not there w thout naking other changes.
However, that doesn't nean that they can't develop their
project the same way by doing other changes on that
hi ghway or naking different access -- you can engineer it
a different way if you have to.

MS. ANDRADE: And | think you're forgetting
that it's eligible for the National Register of --

MR. LAVEY: No, |I'mnot forgetting it. Just
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because sonething is eligible for the Register doesn't

mean - -

MS. ANDRADE: And it should be treated |ike
it.

MR, LAVEY: No, no, no.

MS. ANDRADE: Ch, that's what it says in the
bylaws. |'m not nmaking that up.

( CONVERSI NG SI MULTANEOUSLY)

MR. LAVEY: Well, you can practice |aw that

way, |'mnot a |lawer either, but | don't ascribe to

sonmething being treated like it's a national register
property if it's eligible.

MS. ANDRADE: Well, nmaybe you should talk to
the Rhode Island Historic Preservation Society.

MR. LAVEY: Wait a mnute. Let ne finish.
You're breaking ny train of thought. Let me finish.
They have to deal with that roundabout sonehow. And, in
order to deal with that, they have to | ook at the whole
area, not just Metaconet. There's vacant [ and on the
other side of the road that's potentially going to be
devel oped sone day that should be considered by DOT and
by the Hi ghway Conm ssion. The H ghway Conmm ssion is not
a kiss of death for this roundabout. | went through the
H ghway Comm ssion with Kettle Point, when | devel oped

Kettle Point, all right, so | went through the approval
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process, and they're amenable if you' re reasonable wth
t hem

For instance, at Kettle Point we had to take 200
feet by alnost 50 feet or 30 feet of the sidewal k on the
hi ghway to nake the plan, to screen the stuff that was
going to be built in there and where the entrances were.
They fought l[ike hell for not letting us do it, but we
went there a year and a half, | kept going there and
going there, telling themwhat we planned on doing, and
eventually they saw that it was the right thing to do for
the benefit of the scenic highway and as a conpromse to
get the devel opnent done. Now, the devel opnent, that was
done for a devel oper, naturally, but they're going to
have those kind of issues when they get to this
roundabout for Metacomet or sone other way to deal with
t he Metaconet devel opment. \Wether or not that
roundabout is there, nowthis is only ny opinion now, |'m
not a regulator, but ny opinion as regulator and
devel oper, that is not going to stop this devel opnent.
You can say as nuch as you want about it being the
property is the highway is considered eligible for the
National Historic Register. Do you know what it's |ike
to put sonmething on the National H storic Register? You
shoul d | ook up the rules.

MS. ANDRADE: Excuse ne, |'ve been | ooking
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it up and, and | tried to have --

MR, LAVEY: It's not free.

MS. ANDRADE: No ki ddi ng.

MR. LAVEY: It's very, very expensive to do
t hat .

MS. ANDRADE: It is, but yet we can do other
things in the city and not protect our history.

MR LAVEY: Al right. So let's go back to
the permtting side of this where sonebody wanted to know
where it stands with the Waterfront Conmm ssi on.
Everything that | said so far, and everything that's been
required of this devel oper has been done, and we're at
t he poi nt now where they have to clean up what's been
found, and they have to deal with the tribal issues that
have been pronul gated by Cora, on behalf of the tribe.
don't know if she's one of your people or not, but |I'm
told they' ve spoken to her. These guys have spoken to
her, | never have, but nunmerous tinmes to get her to
satisfy Rhode Island Hi storic and say the proposal
they're going to do is not acceptable to us, okay, DEM
I ssue your work plan, and that is where we are at today.

MS. ANDRADE: Can | just say one thing?

MR LAVEY. Sure you can.

MS. ANDRADE: So when you nentioned that

they're just going to dig and | ook at that soil on that
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9.6 acres, well, they can't be doing that wthout
I ndi genous oversight, correct?

MR. LAVEY: Who can help ne? Do we need to
get permssion fromH storic to do a Phase 1?

MR, MANDI LE: No, we wouldn't typically --

AUDI ENCE VO CE:  You can't disturb that
| and.

MR. MANDI LE: So when we go out to test, we
do a two-inch hole, so it's not |ike we're doing
testing --

MR, LAVEY. It's not digging it up, it's
testing the dirt to know what's there before you actually
digintoit, soit's typically like this big.

MR. MANDI LE: Two inches, yes.

MR. LAVEY: Two-inch colum. You put a
probe in the ground, you pick the dirt out, and it goes
to the lab, and then you anal yze what's there, at what
| evel, and that tells you how nuch nore you need to dig
on that site.

By the way, froma regul ating standpoint, and |I've
been in this position nyself, where you do a Phase 1
Environnental, and you dig down and you find nmore dirt,
nmore dirty stuff, and then the consultant says you have
to do a Phase 2, and a Phase 2 is a whole [ot nore

ext ensi ve searching and | ooking for contam nation bel ow,
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| oner and | ower; and when you do that, that's expensive,
but it's still going to be required for a devel oper to
do. A Phase 1 that conmes back and it's clean, you're
done, froman environnental standpoint. |[If it cones back
Phase 2, and sonebody says, well, they've been changing
oil onthis with a garage in the back over there, and
there's 55 gallons of oil in the dirt 20 feet deep,
that's a big problem So that's going to have to get
done. Right, guys?

MR, BERLI NSKY: Everything you said, Ray, |
agree with a hundred percent.

MR. LAVEY: Yes, Candy.

MS. SEEL: Can | ask two foll ow up
questions, please, Ray?

MR, LAVEY: Sure.

MS. SEEL: Thank you for the explanation.
You said earlier that as of today, Marshall is required
to do the Phase 1 soil sanpling on that 9.6 acres. What
happened today? Wen was that determ ned?

MR LAVEY: Soneone -- | don't know if it
was one of your constituents, made a comment, | think |
read it in the Post that said that that site before it
goes to the -- sonebody said it.

M5. SEEL: Well, | think we said it should

be, but you said it wll be.
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MR. LAVEY: No, | didn't say it wll be,

because |'ve heard enough about it should be, it should

be, and | know enough about digging up or taking property

that's not been cleared, and | don't want to be the
person, as Director of the Waterfront Conm ssion, that
says to the city, okay, take it, it's okay. | want
sonebody, a third party, that's going to tell us or tel
all of us that it's okay.

MS. SEEL: So we're reasonably assured that
Marshall is actually going to test that?

MR LAVEY: Oh, | can assure you they are.

MS. SEEL: Gkay. And the second question
Is, we've heard for many years, several years, anyway,
about the hypothetical devel opnent on the other side of
t he parkway, and that RI DOT woul d consider that when it

conmes to the roundabout or the other major alterations

that they're planning. There's been no study about that.

Not hi ng' s happened over there for five years, six years.
MR. LAVEY: |If | could answer that, |'d be a
booki e, but | don't know.
MS. SEEL: How could RIDOT possibly take
that into consideration when there's no idea or study?
MR, LAVEY: | think they will. Wen they do
consi deration of that traffic corridor with the proposed

roundabout, they will be asking us and anybody el se that
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proposes to devel op, neaning any other devel oper that
happens to own it. |'mnot sure who it is that owns it
ri ght now.

AUDI ENCE VO CE: Isn't it Live Nation?

MR, LAVEY: | think so. | don't follow
that. Really, I'mconcerned with just what we're
concerned w th.

MS. SEEL: But that would be a mgjor
regul atory deci sion based on hypot hetical infornation,
right?

MR, LAVEY: | would say yes. | think the
Rhode Island H ghway Conmi ssion is going to be asking
questions about that -- Rhode Island DOT. They work for
DOT.

MS. SEEL: Scenic roadway.

MR. LAVEY:. | keep saying that. Yes, scenic
roadway.

MS. SEEL: Gkay. Thank you, Ray.

MR. LAVEY: Anybody el se have any questions
for m? Yes, M. Noka.

MR, NOKA: | have a question. You did
reference a few things towards ne and the tribe and Cora,
in particular. | don't recognize the nanme. |If she is
wor ki ng with John Brown, then that's an easy way to find

out .
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MR, LAVEY: Yes, you would find out before |
woul d, yep.
NOKA:  And we'll find out soon enough.
LAVEY: Cora Peirce.
NOKA:  Who is it?
LAVEY: Cora Peirce, right?
BERLI NSKY: Yes. W have to wap this

2 %33

o

up. It ends at 7:30, Ray.

MR LAVEY: ©h, okay.

( COWOTI ON | N THE AUDI ENCE)

MR. LAVEY: Go ahead. You got the floor.

MR NOKA: We'll find out. She's texting
hi m now, | guess; but whoever she is, if she's working
with John, that's one thing. As long as John Brown's
office, and nore so John Brown for that matter, because
no one knows everything that John Brown does when it
comes to Historic Preservation, archeol ogical issues,
with all due respect, goes on the state side of it. John
Brown has federal credentials and therein regardl ess of
what the state thinks and PAL and whatever offices,
again, not disparaging them but when there's historic
preservation and tribal |ands being affected potentially
one way or another, or tribal artifacts, or tribal
burials, or whatever the case may be, sensitive areas,

whi ch all of southern New England is, bottomline, all of
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Sout hern New Engl and, then that office and John Brown, in
particular, has to be contacted. So we'll see where it
goes, | guess. | don't know. | think that was it for
me, but there was a question | asked --

MS. NOKA: | asked if he was working with
them | asked about a Cora Peirce, am| correct? He
said she works in ny office. He said why. | said, they
said she's working with them and | had al ready nenti oned
it, and he said, not at all, they are lying. | was just
talking wth her about this stuff, and that's it. He's
still texting, so, yes.

MR MANDILE: So, Cora Peirce is a nmenber of
t he Pocasset \Wanmpanoag Tri be of Massachusetts and Rhode
| sl and.

MS. NOKA: Right, but she does not speak for
the Narragansett Tribal Nation. John Brown does. She
wor ks for him but he makes the deci sions.

MR. MANDI LE: She works as a cerenoni al
stone | andscape specialist and a --

MR, LAVEY: That's factual. And you can
determ ne whether that's |egal or she shouldn't be
tal king or whatever --

(SI MULTANEQUS TALKI NG, | NAUDI BLE)

THE STENOGRAPHER: (One at a time, please.

can't take down everyone tal king at once.
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MS. NOKA: They accused her of sabotaging
their project, and then they got her -- arsenic poison,
so they are just making up stories.

MR. LAVEY: | can't speak to that.

MR. NOKA: Citizens of East Providence, if
there's one way that this may still be held up, if that
means anything, it's historic preservation that needs to
be qualified as far as who's involved, what decisions
t hey nade, what archeol ogi cal research they've approved.

MS. NOKA: She was the person with the
arseni c issue, so she spoke up about it, and then all of
a sudden she was gone.

M5. RAYMOND: Excuse ne, we have
Counci | woman Sousa up here from Zoomw th a coupl e of
questi ons.

MR. MANDI LE: Go ahead, Counci | wonan.

COUNCI LWOVAN SOQUSA:  Thank you. Good
eveni ng, everyone. M apologies for not being present in
the neeting there at Gty Hall. | had already had prior
arrangenents nade before we had nade this neeting for the
public at the public's request. | amunder the weat her,
too, so, again, | apologize for ny voice being a little
raspy, and the audio has not been perfect this entire
time, so | nmay be asking repeat questions that | m ght

not have heard the answer to.
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So, again, I'mjust going to formally introduce
nysel f, Anna Sousa, senior council menber of the East
Provi dence City Council representing Ward 2 in which
Metaconet is located within nmy district.

A coupl e of questions that | had for SAGE
Met acomet is the devel oped area, or the area that is
| ooking to be developed, it's 70 acres of property that
wi || house over 800 rental units, 24 townhouses, and
anot her 20-plus honmes anong sone retail. In your report,
you' ve identified four hot spots. O the 70 acres, how
many acres were tested?

MR, MANDILE: So we did a grid work, and |'m
not sure if you're able to see it on the presentation,
Representative, every 200 feet with, | think it was over
111 locations spread throughout the site. W reviewed
that proposed site investigation with our friends from
DEM and got their approval to nove forward with that
assessment.

COUNCI LWOMAN SOQUSA:  So what is the
correlation between the acreage and the square footage
that you're talking about? 1Is it the entire property
that they are developing, or is it a percentage?

MR. MANDI LE: W covered the entire
footprint of the proposed devel opnent area with soi

borings spaced every 200 feet on a grid.
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COUNCI LWOVAN SQUSA:  And the testing went
down -- because |'ve heard different nunbers -- was it a
Phase -- | heard Phase 1, but that is different than what
you guys have done because | heard two inches, and then |
heard as far as four feet.

MR. MANDI LE: So, sone borings went into the
groundwat er tables to enable us to test groundwater and
ot her borings -- Becky, what was our average boring depth
t hroughout the site?

M5. RAYMOND: We had sone that extended down
to, | want to say, 15 to 20 feet, to reach groundwater,
and then based on our know edge of what we knew about the
arseni c- based pesticide application, we had certain
samples that limted to the top two feet so that we could
measure the extent.

MR MANDI LE: So we did an initial round of
testing fromgrade to 15 feet or so. |In that initial
round of assessment, we |earned that the contam nated
concern associated with the site was arsenic in the top
coupl e of feet, which we then went to DEMwith to say,
okay, this is our first pass, it looks like, walks Iike,
sounds like an arsenic issue based on the historic site
use as a golf course that woul d have applied pesticides.
They agreed with that, and we went out and then did 111

additional |ocations in total, spread across the entire
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proposed devel opnent area focused primarily on that top
two feet.

COUNCI LWOVAN SQUSA:  Thank you for that. MW
second question, so you nentioned the deeded, or soon to
be deeded property to the City of East Providence, so
t hat di scussion was had again at a nost recent counci
nmeeting at nmy request where | did demand that the
adm ni stration test have that as part of a nonnegotiable
to test that area which would be deeded to the city for
the reasons nentioned at this neeting and at other public
neetings, so | amglad to hear fromthe Waterfront
Director that that has been agreed upon, and it is going
to be noving forward as a condition of the deed.

My ot her question would be regarding the cel
towers. So that work is going to be done soon, and as we
know, those cell towers are in an easenent through that
property. They will Dbe taking down those cell towers and
replacing them so that land will also be disturbed. Has
that area, or will that area given this information --
|'"mnot sure if it was previously disclosed to anybody --
will that be tested because it wll Dbe disturbed
material ?

MR MANDILE: [|'mnot aware of that. | have
been involved in cell tower replacenents. Otentines

they' Il |eave the foundations in place and not disturb
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any soil, but having had wreless customers for over 30
years, based on ny experience in working with them they
woul d typically pre-characterize or pretest any area that
t hey woul d be excavating where they m ght be concerned
with the potential for contam nation. So oftentines
that's put on the tower owner.

COUNCI LWOMAN SOUSA:  Ckay, so that would be
the responsibility of the contractor for the towers that
woul d be doing that?

MR. MANDI LE: |If they were going to be doing
any ground worKk.

COUNCI LWOVAN SQUSA:  Correct, yes, so that's
the assunptions that they would be doing that. GCkay.
Then we, nmeaning |, the Gty, will make sure that |
follow through with that for any residents who are also
concerned about that information so that | can keep
everybody who's interested updated on that.

Ckay. Those were ny questions. | do want to thank
all parties that are present here tonight for attending
and providing and answering questions to the public. |
want to thank the public first and forenost for
continuously advocating for their comunity and for the
heal th and wel | being of the community as we work together
to make sure that we have a community that we are proud

and happy to live in and do so safely, because obviously
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our safety is really inportant. Being in the nedical
field nyself, | did have and still w |l have concerns
about the materials that are in the ground and how t hat
coul d negatively inpact us nowor in the future with, you
know, water tables and any destruction of the |and
because we just don't know what's going to happen in the
future and what that nmay expose us to long term

So |l was, and I will say for the record, | was
di sappoi nted that our state |legislatures did, for
econom ¢ reasons, |ower the values and reduce our safety
In away so that we can be nore conpetitive with our
nei ghboring states. | don't think that was the
appropriate thing, but that's a different conversation
for a different neeting, but | do echo the concerns that
our residents have, especially when you live so closely
to these things.

So, thank you, everybody, again for com ng, and |
wi |l continue to touch base and follow up with these
ongoi ng neetings and questions that have arisen from
t oday.

( APPLAUSE)
M5. RAYMOND: | believe we're out of tinme.
MR. MANDI LE: Yes, it's 7:35. So, if you
renenber, in the beginning of the presentation, if you

have any coments or questions, you can make them here to
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Hannah M tchell at DEM There's her e-mail address.
think nost of you have it, her phone nunber. So she'l
be gat hering questions fromtonight as well as any from
you all over the next two weeks.

The question and coment period ends | think it's
two weeks fromtonight, after which DEMw Il -- typically
what you guys do is they generate a |ist of the salient
questions, the environmental questions, devel op responses
to them and then that is circul ated.

MR, MARTELLA: Actually, the first round you
respond to, the technical questions, give us the
questions and responses, we answer the ones that you
either didn't answer or that were directed nore towards
the departnent, and then the final docunents produced to
the public. That won't happen until we get the
transcript, so whenever that is.

THE STENOGRAPHER: 21 days.

MR, MANDI LE: Al right, thank you, all, for
com ng.

MR, MARTELLA: Thank you.

THE STENOGRAPHER:  You're wel cone.

(Matter adjourned at 7:40 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Meredith A. Fortune, do hereby certify
that the foregoing is a true, accurate, and conplete
transcript of nmy notes taken at the above-entitled
heari ng.

IN WTNESS WHEREOE, | hereunto set_ny hand
this 21st d of 2026.

Meradith Fortune
EOTEAY FLIBLIC

S5¥ATE CF KHCOE (SLamD

MEREDI TH A. FORTUNE, RPR, NOTARY PUBLI C
My COW SSI ON EXPI RES 02/ 17/ 2027

DATE: May 12, 2026

IN RE: Public Meeting

HEARI NG OF: Met aconet Redevel opnent Proj ect
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