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What does the Division of Agriculture 
and Forest Environment Cover?
• Farmland Preservation and Access Programs

• Agricultural Development 

• Food Safety 

• Food and Nutrition

• Animal Health

• Nursery and Plant Industry

• Pest Management 

• Apiary Management 

• Pesticide Regulations
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What does the Division of Agriculture and 
Forest Environment Cover?

• State Lands Recreation (Trails and Roads)

• State Lands Resources/ Woodland Management 

• Forest Health Program

• Fire Program Forest Action Plan (SFAP)

• Forest Stewardship Program

• Urban and Community Forestry Program
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Farmland Preservation and Access

• The Farmland Preservation  Program (est. 
1981)

• Preserved 8,100 acres and  protected 124 
farms

• RI Farmland Access  Clearinghouse (est. 
2017)

• Incentive for sellers of RI farmland  to see 
their land remain in  farming.

• The Farm, Forest and Open  Space Act 
(est. 1980s)

• Reduces cost of land ownership through 
tax incentives
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Agricultural Development 

• Grants and Marketing 

• Federal Grants:

• Local Food Purchasing Program grant 
$1,794,598 

• Farmer Rancher Stress relief $500k

• Seafood processor relief $371k

• Specialty Crop Block grants $522K

• Resilient Food Infrastructure Grant $2.57m

• State Grants

• Local Agriculture and Seafood Act (LASA)

• RI Grown 
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Food Safety 

• Food Safety Modernization Act

• Produce Safety

• Animal Feed

• Traceability 

• Shell Egg

• Market Access through - RI GAP 
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Food and Nutrition Programs 

• RI Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 

Program (SFMNP)

• Farm to School Program 

• Local Food Purchasing Agreement 
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Animal Health 
• Regulates animal health issues

• Investigates animal cruelty

• Oversees emergency pet sheltering

• Supports the agricultural community

• Works with Public Health Agencies – 
RIDOH, USDA, FDA, CDC

• Regulates exotic wild animals

• Responds to high consequence diseases 
outbreaks

• Regulatory and legislative development
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Vector Disease Control - Mosquitos

• Surveillance 

• Prevention and Control

• Outreach
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Division of Agriculture & Forest 
Environment in the Community

10



Division of Agriculture & Forest 
Environment in the Community

11



Division of Agriculture & Forest 
Environment in the Community

12



Division of Agriculture & Forest 
Environment in the Community

13



Division of Agriculture & Forest 
Environment in the Community

14



Division of Agriculture & Forest 
Environment in the Community

15



Thank you!

Questions??
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