
A V A I L A B L E  P R O G R A M S  
O F  R I  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  
M A N A G E M E N T  ( R I D E M )

Chris Gaynor (He/Him)

Community Engagement Specialist



W H O  A M  I ?

• My name is Chris Gaynor, and I am an environmental 
professional with over 7 years’ experience holding a Master’s 
Degree in Environmental Studies specializing in Sustainable 
Development and Climate Change. 

• Originally from South Florida, and proud to identify as a “swamp 
child”. 

• Prior to joining DEM…served in the Peace Corps in Tanzania and 
served in AmeriCorps in Vermont. 

• After living in communities both abroad and 
domestically…dedicated to serve and thoughtfully participate in 
implementing effective, positive change within his communities. 

• Away from the screen Chris is listening to podcasts, writing 
poetry, playing Dungeons and Dragons, or reenergizing outside 
eager to catch a glimpse of wildlife. 

R
I

 
D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 

O
F

 
E

N
V

I
R

O
N

M
E

N
T

A
L

 
M

A
N

A
G

E
M

E
N

T

2

1
/

2
7

/
2

0
2

6

https://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-gaynor-sustainable/


W H O  I S  R I  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  
M A N A G E M E N T  ( R I D E M ) ?

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
(DEM) serves as the chief steward of the state’s natural 
resources – from beautiful Narragansett Bay to our local 
waters and green spaces to the air we breathe.

Mission: To protect, restore, and promote our environment to 
ensure Rhode Island remains a wonderful place to live, visit, 
and raise a family. 

Fun Facts: Approximately 30 offices within department and 
over 300 employees! Largest in the State…
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W H O  D O E S  R I  
D E M  S E R V E ?

Remember that… The Rhode Island Department 
of Environmental Management (DEM) serves as 
the chief steward of the state’s natural 
resources… 

• RIDEM strongly believes that no community should be 
burdened with adverse environmental and public health 
consequences, therefore;

• All Rhode Island residents, regardless of income, race, 
ethnicity, or national origin, have a right to live in a clean 
and healthy environment whom RI DEM is committed to 
serve.
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https://dem.ri.gov/about-us


L E A D  B Y  E X A M P L E :  
C L E A N  E N E R G Y  A N D  
S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  F U T U R E

• The Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (DEM) has 
advanced the Lead by Example effort as part 
of a Sustainability Initiative focusing on 
sustainable materials management and clean 
energy projects.

• The Lead by Example dashboard showcases 
the progress and plans in motion to provide 
electric vehicle charging stations for the public 
and programmatic needs. RIDEM plans to 
update this data in the dashboard at least once 
a year.
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L I T T E R - F R E E  R I  
C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S

• With the help of state agencies, community 
groups, and passionate Rhode Islanders, 
Governor Dan McKee and First Lady Susan 
McKee have launched the Litter-Free Rhode 
Island program to address litter in all 39 cities 
and towns.

• Clean-Up Groups in Rhode Island

• Many groups, individuals and organization are 
making a large contribution by organizing 
clean-ups and volunteer events year-round in 
Rhode Island.

• TAKE THE PLEDGE!
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https://litterfree.ri.gov/
https://litterfree.ri.gov/
https://litterfree.ri.gov/take-pledge


V A M O S  A  P E S C A R

• Learn how to fish in the freshwater ponds 
of Roger Williams Park and other 
properties supported by RIDEM alongside 
fishing experts. All equipment will be 
provided. 

• These events are FREE and open to the 
public.

A Q U A T I C  R E S O U R C E  
E D U C A T I O N  ( A . R . E )  P R O G R A M

• The ARE program offers various 

training programs to both adults 

and children to learn about fishing 

in both freshwater and marine 

environments.
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R H O D Y  C R I T T E R  K I T S

• The RIDEM Division of Fish and Wildlife offers free 
wildlife learning resource kits for formal and informal K-
5 educators through our Rhody Critter Kits Program.

• Not a classroom teacher? Rhody Critter Kits are great 
for homeschool co-ops, librarians, informal educators, 
or any group that works with youth!

• If you would like to acquire a kit or schedule a training 
opportunity, please contact the Wildlife Outreach 
Coordinator at mary.gannon@dem.ri.gov.

The Rhody Critter Kits Program is made possible through support from 
the Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration Program and State Wildlife Grants.
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mailto:mary.gannon@dem.ri.gov


G E T T I N G  T O  
K N O W  O U R  
G O A L S :

• DEM has developed a plan with eight strategic goals to 

guide us over the next several years.

A core focus of this strategic plan is prioritizing diversity, 

inclusion, and environmental justice across all programs in the 

department.
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https://dem.ri.gov/media/72571/download


T H A N K  Y O U  
• Chris Gaynor (He/Him), PSM

• Community Engagement Specialist

• chris.gaynor@tnc.org

• chris.gaynor.ctr@dem.ri.gov

• LinkedIn
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