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Acknowledgement of Completed Remedial Activities Letter       November 17, 2025 

File No. SR-10-2181 

            

Chris Murphy            

City of East Providence/East Providence School District 

1998 Pawtucket Avenue 

East Providence, RI 02914 

 

RE: Martin Middle School – North Field 

 111 Brown Street 

 East Providence, Rhode Island 

 Plat Map 307 / Block 33 / Portion of Lot 15  

 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

 

On April 22, 2020, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management's (the Department) 

Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management (LRSMM) enacted the codified 

250-RICR-140-30-1, Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous 

Material Releases (the Remediation Regulations). Following periodic refiling, the active Rule became 

effective on January 4, 2022. The purpose of these regulations is to create an integrated program 

requiring reporting, investigation, and remediation of contaminated sites in order to eliminate and/or 

control threats to human health and the environment in a timely and cost-effective manner. 

 

In the matter of the above-referenced property (the Site), the Office of LRSMM is in receipt of the 

following documentation submitted pursuant to the Remediation Regulations in response to the 

reported release at the Site: 

 

1. Release Notification Form, received by the Department on March 12, 2024, and prepared 

by SAGE Environmental, Inc. (SAGE);  

 

2. Pre-Site Investigation Public Notice, received by the Department on March 19, 2024, and 

prepared by SAGE;  

 

3. Notice of Public Meeting, received by the Department on March 22, 2024, and prepared 

by SAGE; 

 

4. Public Meeting Newspaper Legal Notice, received by the Department on March 28, 2024, 

and prepared by SAGE;  

 

5. Environmental Conditions Review and Public Meeting Sign-In Sheet, received by the 

Department on April 16, 2024, and prepared by SAGE; 
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6. North Field Material Consolidation & Stormwater Utility Line Installation Plan, received 

by the Department on May 1, 2025, and prepared by SAGE; 

 

7. Site Investigation Report (SIR) and Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP), received by the 

Department on May 7, 2024, and prepared by SAGE;  

 

8. STRA Proposal Addendum, received by the Department on May 14, 2025, and prepared 

by SAGE; 

 

9. SIR Comment Letter Addendum, received by the Department on May 17, 2024, and 

prepared by SAGE; 

 

10. Post-Site Investigation Public Notice, received by the Department on May 21, 2024, and 

prepared by SAGE; 

 

11. GB Leachability Soils Evaluation received by the Department on May 30, 2024, and 

prepared by SAGE; 

 

12. Confirmatory Soil Sample Location Plan, received by the Department on June 6, 2024, and 

prepared by SAGE; 

 

13. Short-Term Response Action (STRA) Completion Report, received by the Department on 

June 10, 2024, and prepared by SAGE; 

 

14. RE: Automatic reply: 111 Brown St, East Providence – Martin Middle School – STRA 

Completion Report Comment Letter email correspondence between the Department and 

SAGE on June 13, 2024; 

 

15. Short-Term Response Action (STRA) Completion [Post-STRA Completion Public 

Notice], received by the Department on June 13, 2024, and prepared by SAGE; 

 

16. RE: 111 Brown Street. East Providence – Martin Middle School – RDL & RAL email 

correspondence between the Department and SAGE on January 21, 2025; 

 

17. North Field Status Update, received by the Department on March 7, 2025, and prepared by 

SAGE; 

18. RE: Martin Middle School Update and Look Ahead (S4554B) email correspondence 

between the Department and SAGE on October 7, 2025; 

19. Interim Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) Completion Report, received by the 

Department on November 12, 2025, and prepared by SAGE; 

20. Interim Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) Completion Report Comment Response, 

received by the Department on November 14, 2025, and prepared by SAGE; 
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21. RE: Martin Middle School Update and Look Ahead (S4554B), email correspondence 

between the Department and SAGE on November 17, 2025; and 

22. Correct Remedial Action Operating Log, received by the Department on November 17, 

2025, and prepared by SAGE. 

 

Based upon the information provided in the documents referenced above, the Office of LRSMM 

has determined that the following investigative and remedial work has been completed to date at 

the “North Field” area of 111 Brown Street, East Providence, Rhode Island: 

 

• The required Site Investigation Report (SIR) and Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) 

was submitted to the Department on May 7, 2024. The SIR and RAWP included the results 

of soil and groundwater assessment, as well as the technical details for the proposed 

implementation of the approved remedy. 

 

• A Short-Term Response Action Plan (STRAP) was submitted to the Department on May 1, 

2024, which discussed the proposed excavation of urban fill-impacted soils in the southern 

portion of the Site and consolidation in the areas of the Site proposed for encapsulation. The 

Department issued a Short-Term Response Action (STRA) Approval Letter on May 16, 

2024, approving the STRAP, excavation, and utilization of the excavated soils in the 

encapsulation area. 

 

• A Limited Design Investigation (LDI) was conducted to further evaluate potential 

leachability concerns from petroleum hydrocarbons identified in the area of soil boring 

SETP-111. The results of the LDI were summarized in the GB Leachability Soils Evaluation 

submitted to the Department on May 29, 2024. Based upon this report, the Department 

indicated via email on June 10, 2024, that soils in this area do not pose a GB leachability 

concern nor require an impermeable cap to limit infiltration; however, a cap is still required 

to mitigate direct exposure to these soils. 

 

• The required STRA Completion Report was submitted to the Department on June 10, 2024, 

documenting the completion of the approved STRAP activities. Following a meeting 

between SAGE and Department staff on June 13, 2024 to address Department comments on 

the STRA Completion Report, and documentation of public notice completed in accordance 

with § 1.7.6(C) of the Remediation Regulations, received by the Department on June 13, 

2024, the Department issued an STRA No Further Action Letter on June 13, 2024. 

 

• The North Field Status Update was submitted to the Department on March 7, 2025. This 

report documented the removal and off-site disposal of certain stockpiled Site soils to the 

South Quay facility in East Providence, Rhode Island, in accordance with the existing 

approved Beneficial Use Determination (BUD) for that facility. 

 

• The required Interim RAWP Completion Report (RACR) was submitted to the Department 

on November 12, 2025. The RACR and Interim RAWP Completion Report Comment 

Response, received by the Department on November 14, 2025, collectively document the 

completion of the approved capping activities at the Site. This includes the encapsulation of 
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Site soils that exceed the Department’s Method 1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria (R-

DEC) with Department approved engineered controls consisting of either a minimum of one 

(1) foot of clean fill underlain with a geotextile fabric or four (4) inches of pavement (asphalt 

or concrete) above six (6) inches of clean subgrade. The RACR also included the submission 

of a draft Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) and post-closure Soil 

Management Plan (SMP) for Department review and approval to preserve the integrity of 

the remedy. 

 

Based upon the Remediation Regulations and the information provided in the documents 

referenced previously, the Office of LRSMM has determined that all required remedial work to 

date has been completed and is effectively mitigating direct exposure to contaminated soils at the 

Site. The Department concurs that occupation of the “Northern Field” portion of the school 

property by students, school staff, and other Site users is appropriate. 

 

Based upon the requirements of the Letter of Responsibility, dated March 18, 2024, for the Site, 

the Remediation Regulations, and the information provided in the documents referenced 

previously, the LRSMM has determined that the following tasks remain to be completed and are 

in progress: 

 

1. The finalization of a Class I survey delineating the metes and bounds of the North Field 

portion of the property identified as the “Contaminated Site;” and  

 

2. The recording of a Department approved ELUR and SMP on the deed for the portion of 

the property designated as the “Contaminated Site” (Plat Map 307 / Block 33 / Portion of 

Lot 15). The ELUR shall include the above-mentioned Class I survey identifying the 

boundaries of the restriction on the property. The ELUR shall require the performance of 

annual inspections to document the status of the ELUR and the condition of the engineered 

controls at the Site. The ELUR shall include an SMP, which will address post remediation 

activities that disturb onsite soils. The ELUR, once approved by the Department, shall be 

recorded for the property in the Land Evidence Records for the City of East Providence and 

a recorded copy forwarded back to the Department within fifteen (15) days of recording. 

Upon receipt of a copy of the recorded (stamped) ELUR, the Department will issue a Letter 

of Compliance for the Site. 

 

 

Please be advised that the Office of LRSMM reserves the right to require additional actions under the 

Remediation Regulations at the subject site should any of the following occur: 

 

• Conditions at the property previously unknown to the Department are discovered; 

 

• Information previously unknown to the Department becomes available;  

 

• Policy or regulatory requirements change; and/or 
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• The City of East Providence/East Providence School District or any future holder of any 

interest in the property fails to adhere to the terms and conditions of the ELUR or the SMP 

for the property. 

 

Please note that this letter is not a Letter of Compliance, and that nothing in this letter relieves the 

responsible party and/or the performing party(s), or the site, from compliance with the 

abovementioned requirements and all other applicable local, State, and/or Federal rules, regulations, 

and requirements. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or would like the opportunity to meet with 

Department personnel, please contact me by telephone at (401) 537-4343, or by E-mail at 

reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov. 

 

Sincerely,      Authorized by, 

        

     

 

 

Reilly Cusick      Michelle McLarney  

Environmental Scientist I Environmental Engineer III 

Office of Land Revitalization &   Office of Land Revitalization & 

 Sustainable Materials Management   Sustainable Materials Management 

 

 

Cc: Kelly J. Owens, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Ashley Blauvelt, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Becky Raymond, SAGE 

 Jacob Butterworth, SAGE 
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