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In recent years, RIDEM has begun to increase its use of prescribed 
fire (Rx fire) as a land management tool on state-owned lands. 

The use of Rx fire has many benefits, including hazard fuel 
reduction; reducing the amount of dead woody fuel available to burn in a 
given area, thus reducing the intensity of a wildfire were one to start. Rx 
fire can also reduce tick populations in a burn unit area and improves 
wildlife habitat for early successional species. In addition, Rx fire 
provides valuable training opportunities to firefighters, to better prepare 
them for wildfire response. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

RX FIRE TO PROTECT AND IMPROVE RI HABITAT.........................1  
 RIDEM DFW AND  DIVISION OF FOREST ENVIRONMENT TEAM UP TO 

PROTECT AND IMPROVE RHODE ISLAND HABITAT. 
 

BIG RIVER WILDLIFE MGMT. AREA...................................................3 
SO MUCH ROOM FOR ACTIVITIES! LEARN ABOUT ALL THE HABITATS YOU CAN 

EXPLORE IN THIS VAST AND BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR SPACE.  
 

 

UPCOMING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES.........................................7 
DFW OUTDOOR EDUCATION STAFF ARE OFFERING A COURSE TO THE 

PUBLIC TO BECOME MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE ON FIREARMS. 

 

 

FALL TROUT STOCKING UPDATE........................................................8 
DFW HAS STOCKED 24 WATERWAYS THIS FALL, AND WILL CONTINUE TO 

STOCK MORE THROUGHOUT THE FALL AND WINTER.  
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Our mission is to ensure that the freshwater, wildlife, and marine 

resources of the state of Rhode Island will be conserved and 

managed for equitable and sustainable use.  
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CHECK OUT THE LATEST ISSUE OF  

WILD RHODE ISLAND 
EXPLORER! 

Great Swamp WMA  Photo: M. Curry 

mailto:Sarah.Riley@dem.ri.gov
https://dem.ri.gov/natural-resources-bureau/fish-wildlife/reports-publications/wild-rhode-island-explorer
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EXPLORE THE WILD HEART OF RHODE ISLAND’S BIG RIVER 

MANAGEMENT AREA 
BY MELISSA CURRY, DFW ADMIN ASSISTANT 

 

Tucked away in the central part of Rhode Island, the Big River Management Area lives up to its name with 8,373 
acres of land to explore. Whether you’re into hiking, biking, birdwatching, hunting, fishing, or just want to get lost in 
the woods, Big River is the spot to do it. 

The Big River Management Area stretches across parts of West Greenwich, Coventry, and Exeter and is one of the 
largest protected natural areas in the state. 

With miles and miles of trails weaving through forests, fields, wetlands, and old dirt roads, recreational users of all 
skill levels can find a path they’ll enjoy. Your pup will love the trails too! But remember, leash laws are in effect to 
protect wildlife and other visitors. And don’t forget those waste bags! 

This place is a well-known spot for mountain bikers. Trails range from flat and flowy to technical and twisty, so 
there’s something for everyone. Just keep an eye out for other users and stay respectful of the terrain. 

Bring your binoculars! Big River is home to a wide variety of wildlife, including deer, wild turkeys, owls, hawks, 
and even the occasional beaver. If you’re lucky, you might spot a rare warbler or heron around the wetlands. 

Inside Big River you’ll find Carr Pond and Reynolds Pond, popular spots where anglers go after bass, pickerel, and 
other freshwater fish. Just be sure you’ve got your fishing license if you're 15 years or older! These ponds are also a 
great place to launch a kayak or canoe. It’s a great way to escape the crowds and enjoy nature from the water. 

Some things to note before you visit: Big River is a designated hunting area during state-approved seasons. If you’re 
out in Big River WMA during hunting season, remember to wear 200 square inches of florescent orange between 
September and May, and 500 square inches in December to ensure everyone’s safety. Sorry, campers — overnight stays 
and open fires are not allowed. Dirt bikes, ATVs, and other off-road vehicles are strictly prohibited in order to protect 
wildlife habitat. 

Whether you’ve got an hour or a whole day, Big River Management Area is the perfect place to unplug, reconnect 
with nature, and stretch your legs. So, lace up your boots, grab your gear, and go see what Big River has to offer. 
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https://www.instagram.com/rhodeisland.dem/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/RhodeIslandDEM/
https://x.com/RhodeIslandDEM
https://dem.ri.gov/riswap
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Fluorescent Orange Required in all Rhode Island 

Wildlife Management Areas now through February 

200sq. inches (hat) and 500sq. inches (hat & vest) 

during shotgun deer season (December) 
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All Rx fire that occurs on RI state lands and management areas, managed by the Divisions of Forest 
Environment or Fish & Wildlife, includes specific habitat goals for management as one of the many 
objectives outlined in the respective burn plan. Aging forests, insect infestations and invasive species are 
some of the many issues that affect Rhode Island wildlands.  

Rx fire is a tool that can improve these habitats for both wildlife, and the hunter. Fire can maintain and 
create open, grassy habitats for wild turkeys, while reducing dense and woody vegetation that predators can 
use to ambush them. Fire can stimulate new growth of grasses, plants and forbs providing whitetail deer 
with nutritious forage. Rx fire promotes a wider variety of plant species which provides a more diverse 
habitat for upland game birds, while also encouraging the growth of shrubs and young trees which can 
provide cover and nesting sites. Rx fire improves habitat in fields stocked with pheasant as well as reducing 
invasive plants, making the fields easier to access. 

Rx fire “burn plans” are written for specific areas, typically by state management areas. These burn 
plans are a detailed document outlining ignition strategies, staffing and equipment requirements, weather 
and environmental parameters, fire behavior calculations, and area maps and smoke effect mitigations, 
among other topics applicable to implementing a Rx fire operation. These burn plans will typically outline 
“sub-burn units” within a state management area. A Rx burn crew may complete one or more sub-units in 
each operational period depending on crew size, weather conditions and burn objectives. Advance notice is 
usually given by DEM via social media posts. 

Rx Fire to Improve RI Habitat continued from page 1 

 

2023 Wildfire Training. Photo: RIDEM 
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Property owners closely adjacent to burn units will be directly notified. Rx fire requires specific weather 
conditions and environmental parameters to meet burn objectives. These conditions can potentially occur 
anytime of year, even during hunting seasons. Precautions are taken to minimize the impact to users of state 
lands. Notifications are posted on social media prior to burn days. 

Signs are posted on roadways and trails leading to burn areas. Burn units are typically gridded, or “swept” by 
burn crew members to find and remove any wildlife that may be impacted by fire. These sweeps are also utilized 
to locate tree stands, ground blinds, trail cameras and other equipment used by hunters. Preparations can then be 
taken to protect this equipment. Fuel around the equipment can be removed or wet down. Ignition tactics can be 
altered or adjusted to minimize impact from heat and flames. 

If these methods don’t work, the equipment may be removed from the unit if possible. RI’s biologists and 
land managers are continuously looking for opportunities to improve habitat for both wildlife and hunters alike. 
Rx fire is an effective way to meet these improvement goals while reducing the amount of hazard fuels in our 
state management areas. Improved habitat means a better environment for wildlife, safer and more diverse 
management areas, and a better experience for hunters. 

Education Opportunity:  

Firearms 101 Course 

Date 

Location 

Registration 

In a classroom setting, learn about the basics of modern-day firearms. The presentation will include a breakdown of 

the different types of firearm actions, ammunition, accessories, proper cleaning guidelines, safe storage, and personal 

protective equipment recommendations. A RIDEM Hunter Education instructor will display and demonstrate examples. 

Handling of firearms and accessories under instructor supervision will be permitted and as time allows.  

This class's content is intended for those completely new to firearms, but all experience levels are welcome. There 

will be no "Blue Card" testing offered, but understanding of this presentation's content is very similar to the knowledge 

needed to pass the "Blue Card" test at a firearm retailer or the DEM office in Providence. 

There will be no live fire or live ammunition at this course. Please do not bring personal firearms or ammunition. 

We will have 1-2 short breaks, but no full meal break. Light snacks and refreshments are acceptable. ADA accessible 

classroom and restroom. No pets or infants, please. 

February 21, 2026 — 8:30am to 1:30pm 

1B Camp E Hun Tee Place, Exeter, RI 02822 

(link to turn-by turn directions) 

https://forms.gle/n9xJiBDieDP2akEW7 

https://dem.ri.gov/contact-us/marine-fisheries-and-fish-wildlife-offices
https://forms.gle/n9xJiBDieDP2akEW7
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2025 Trout Stocking Update 

 

24 Wate rways St ocke d with Trou t  
After a slight delay due to high water temperatures and low water levels across the state, DFW stocked brook and 
rainbow trout in selected areas throughout RI starting Friday, Oct. 17, through Thursday, Oct. 23. Some previously 
stocked ponds and lakes cannot be stocked due to cyanobacteria alerts, while others were not yet stocked due to 
environmental conditions and water levels. Additional stockings will be conducted at some of these locations throughout 
the fall. 

• Alton Pond, Richmond 

• Barber Pond, South Kingstown 

• Blackstone River, Lincoln 

• Bradford Fishing Area, Westerly 

• Browning Mill Pond, Exeter 

• Carbuncle Pond, Coventry 

• Carolina Trout Pond, Richmond 

• Cronan Landing, Richmond 

• Eight Rod Farm Pond, Tiverton 

• Grantville to Rt. 95, Hopkinton 

• Hope Valley Fishing Area, Hopkinton 

• Kings Factory Bridge, Charlestown 

• Lower Shannock, Charlestown 

• Meadow Brook Pond, Richmond 

• Wood River from Rt. 165 to Barberville, Exeter, 
Hopkinton 

• Round Top Ponds, Burrillville 

• Shippee Sawmill Pond, Foster 

• Silver Spring Lake, North Kingstown 

• Spring Grove Pond, Glocester 

• Stafford Pond, Tiverton 

• Upper Pawtuxet, (Hope), Scituate 

• Upper Melville (Thurston Gray Pond) 

• Willet Pond, East Providence 

• Woodville, Richmond, Hopkinton 

https://dem.ri.gov/natural-resources-bureau/fish-wildlife/freshwater-fishing/trout-stocked-waters
https://dem.ri.gov/natural-resources-bureau/fish-wildlife/freshwater-fishing/trout-stocked-waters
https://dem.ri.gov/environmental-protection-bureau/water-resources/research-monitoring/cyanobacteria-blue-green-algae
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Regular stocking updates will be available on DEM's 
Division of Fish and Wildlife's (DFW) Facebook Page and 
www.dem.ri.gov/troutwaters. 

A 2025 fishing license is required for anglers 15 years of 
age and older. To keep trout, a Trout Conservation Stamp 
is required, unless it’s from a lake or pond bordering 
Rhode Island. Licenses and stamps are available on 
DEM’s Rhode Island Outdoors (RIO) portal. 

DEM reminds anglers of the following changes in the 
Freshwater Fishing Regulations: 

• From April 12 to Nov. 30, 2025, you can keep up to five 
trout and/or salmon per day, but no more than two can 
be salmon. From Dec. 1, 2025 to Feb. 28, 2026, the limit 
is two trout and/or salmon per day, with no more than 
two salmon.  

• From the second Saturday in May through the end of 
February, you can keep up to two fish from   the section 
of the Falls River, between the bridge at Austin Farm 
Road to the bridge at Brook Trail, is a catch and release.  

• The area where the Beaver River meets the Pawcatuck 
River, up to New London Turnpike, is catch and release 
only and is no longer stocked. 

• You can keep up to two landlocked Atlantic Salmon per 
day statewide until Feb. 28, 2026. These count toward 
the   overall five fish limit for trout and salmon. 

• There is an 8-inch minimum size for any trout caught in 
any state waters. The minimum size limit for domestic 
(landlocked) Atlantic salmon is 11 inches. 

The following activities are prohibited: 

• Felt soled waders or boots or any footwear with porous 
soles that can absorb water, are not allowed in any 
freshwater in Rhode Island, including shared waters with 
adjacent states where Rhode Island rules apply.   

•You cannot enter or leave a state boat ramp with any 
vegetation on your boat, motor, trailer, or    equipment. 
This helps prevent the spread of invasive aquatic 
species.  

Information about stocked freshwaters, size and creel 
limits for all freshwater fish species is available in the 
2025-2026 Freshwater Fishing Abstract, or by calling 
DEM's Great Swamp Field Office at 401-789-0281, or the 
DEM’s Aquatic Resource Education office at 401-539-
0019. 

For more information on DEM programs and initiatives, 
visit www.dem.ri.gov. Follow DEM on Facebook, 
Twitter/X (@RhodeIslandDEM), or Instagram 
(@rhodeisland.dem) for timely updates. Follow DFW on 
Facebook and Instagram (@ri.fishandwildlife) to stay up 
to date on news, events and volunteer opportunities. You 
can also subscribe to DFW’s monthly newsletter here. 
Sign up here to receive the latest press releases, news, and 
events from DEM's Public Affairs Office to your inbox. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/rioutdooreducation
http://www.facebook.com/rioutdooreducation
http://www.dem.ri.gov/troutwaters
https://rio.ri.gov/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/freshwater-fisheries/fwsizes.php
http://www.eregulations.com/rhodeisland/fishing/freshwater/
http://www.dem.ri.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/RhodeIslandDEM
https://www.facebook.com/RIFishwildlife/
https://www.facebook.com/RIFishwildlife/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/KbXMYuX.
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/JKHsVOn/medialist
mailto:(@rhodeisland.dem
mailto:(@ri.fishandwildlife
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Thank you for your continuing support of the  

Rhode Island DEM Division of Fish & Wildlife! 

https://www.instagram.com/rhodeisland.dem/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/RhodeIslandDEM/
https://x.com/RhodeIslandDEM
https://dem.ri.gov/natural-resources-bureau/fish-wildlife



