
This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

  Report Suspicious  

From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Tim Thies
Pawlina, Joanna (DEM)
Bevans, Fred; Martella, Joseph (DEM); McLarney, Michelle (DEM); Owens, Kelly (DEM); Debra Reading; Blauvelt, Ashley
(DEM); Colin Kennedy - City of Newport (ckennedy@CityofNewport.com); LaCross, Evan (DEM); Colleen Burns Jermain;
Catherine Ellithorpe; Ted Tolis; David Potter; Annelise Boylan; Arianne Barton
Re: [External] FW: Rogers High School
Wednesday, October 1, 2025 5:57:02 PM

Hello Joanna,

Sorry for the late reply.  I've been out of the office for a few days.

The only new soil-related activity on-site (that I am aware of) is the removal of topsoil 
from around the old building perimeter and the removal of petroleum-impacted soil near 
the former boiler room UST. The topsoil around the old building perimeter has some 
localized areas of elevated lead, likely from lead-based paint used on the building.  This 
is not a newly discovered issue - we alerted RIDEM to this issue back in 2021 when we 
submitted our original Notification of Release.  It's only considered a new activity 
because the plan has always been to address this issue when the building was 
demolished, which is going on now.  The presence of the UST was also identified back in 
2021.  The plan has always been to have the UST removed when the building was 
demolished and investigate for petroleum impacts at that time (which is now).

Soil from the building perimeter excavation is being stockpiled near the old track 
and field but separate from the big pile.  The soil from the UST excavation will go 
off-site for disposal, per the contaminated soil spec for the project.

From the email below, it appears that somebody in the community is making the 
claim that the building is unsafe for people to be in.  There is nothing that I know 
about the site that supports that claim.

Please let me know if you need 
anything else.

-Tim

Timothy P. Thies, P.E.

Senior Vice President/Division Manager

Environmental Division



Pare Corporation

8 Blackstone Valley Place

Lincoln, RI 02865

(401) 334-4100  Ext.4137

www.parecorp.com [parecorp.com]

From: Pawlina, Joanna (DEM) <Joanna.Pawlina@dem.ri.gov>
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2025 6:20 PM
To: Tim Thies <TThies@parecorp.com>
Cc: Bevans, Fred <fbevans@vhb.com>; Martella, Joseph (DEM) <joseph.martella@dem.ri.gov>; McLarney,
Michelle (DEM) <Michelle.McLarney@dem.ri.gov>; Owens, Kelly (DEM) <kelly.owens@dem.ri.gov>; Blauvelt,
Ashley (DEM) <ashley.blauvelt@dem.ri.gov>; Colin Kennedy - City of Newport
(ckennedy@CityofNewport.com) <ckennedy@CityofNewport.com>; LaCross, Evan (DEM)
<Evan.LaCross@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: FW: [External] FW: Rogers High School

 [EXTERNAL]
Hi Tim,

I recently contacted VHB regarding the recent environmental investigations at the Harrison
Avenue Dump site, following several public inquiries concerning the safety of entering the
school building. They clarified that their scope of work has been limited to that area and did not
include any investigations or construction activities related to the Rogers High School site.

VHB also indicated that Pare has been working on behalf of the Department of Education for the
Rogers High School project and suggested that any questions regarding the high school site and
associated soil/stockpile management should be directed to you.

With that in mind, could you please provide an update on the work currently happening at the
Rogers High School site, particularly regarding any soil or stockpile-related activities?

Thank you,

Joanna Pawlina



Joanna Pawlina, Environmental Scientist II
RI Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management
Site Remediation Program
235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 537-4359
Joanna.Pawlina@dem.ri.gov

From: Fred Bevans <FBevans@VHB.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2025 4:21 PM
To: Pawlina, Joanna (DEM) <Joanna.Pawlina@dem.ri.gov>
Cc: Grivers, Peter <pgrivers@vhb.com>; Tim Thies <tthies@parecorp.com>; Martella, Joseph (DEM)
<joseph.martella@dem.ri.gov>; McLarney, Michelle (DEM) <Michelle.McLarney@dem.ri.gov>; Owens, Kelly
(DEM) <kelly.owens@dem.ri.gov>; Blauvelt, Ashley (DEM) <ashley.blauvelt@dem.ri.gov>; Colin Kennedy -
City of Newport (ckennedy@CityofNewport.com) <ckennedy@CityofNewport.com>
Subject: RE: [External] FW: Rogers High School

Hi Joanna, VHB was initially contracted by the City (cc’ing the City Manager, Colin Kennedy) to characterize a portion of the stockpile via supplemental soil sampling in November 2023 which resulted in similar findings to Pare’s

Hi Joanna,

VHB was initially contracted by the City (cc’ing the City Manager, Colin Kennedy) to characterize a portion of the
stockpile via supplemental soil sampling in November 2023 which resulted in similar findings to Pare’s stockpile sampling
results. Our more recent scope of work with the City has been to investigate the former Harrison Ave Site (i.e., the former
dump). Our SIR generally identified elevated concentrations of primarily lead and PAHs and one location of TPH in soil
above RDEC/I/CDEC and/or GA-LC, including a localized area of hazardous levels of lead (generally within the
subsurface), as well as lead and arsenic in groundwater above GA. Our only additional authorized task is to provide post-
SI public notices pending approval of the SIR and addressing any comments the Department may have.

VHB did not perform any investigations intended to characterize the current or former school locations, and VHB has not
been involved with construction activities at the Site including any construction/earthwork work associated with the
stockpile area. Our understanding is that Pare has been working on behalf of the Department of Education on the
Rogers HS Project and they may be able to answer questions pertaining to the high school and the contractor’s work
associated with managing/stockpiling soil for their project.

Let us know if you need any additional information relative to our investigation.

Thanks,

Fred Bevans
Project Manager
Site Investigation & Remediation
P  401.457.2029

www.vhb.com (->
urldefense.com)
[vhb.com]
[link.edgepilot.com]



[vhb.com] [link.edgepilot.com]

From: Pawlina, Joanna (DEM) <Joanna.Pawlina@dem.ri.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2025 1:36 PM
To: Fred Bevans <FBevans@VHB.com>
Cc: Peter Grivers <PGrivers@VHB.com>; Tim Thies <tthies@parecorp.com>; Martella, Joseph (DEM)
<joseph.martella@dem.ri.gov>; McLarney, Michelle (DEM) <Michelle.McLarney@dem.ri.gov>; Owens, Kelly
(DEM) <kelly.owens@dem.ri.gov>; Blauvelt, Ashley (DEM) <ashley.blauvelt@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: [External] FW: Rogers High School
Importance: High

Hi Fred,

I recently received photos indicating that some new work may have started at the Roger’s HS
site in Newport. Since Ashley is out and I wasn't aware of any recent activity with the soil pile, I
wanted to check in to see if there have been any updates or changes to the current scope of
work.

Additionally, there has been some renewed public concern regarding the safety of the school
building. After refreshing myself on the data, it looks like previous assessments concluded that
there was no vapor intrusion risk and that remaining contamination was either covered or
otherwise inaccessible. However, with visible activity on site, community members are seeking
reassurance that the building remains safe for occupancy.

Could you please provide an update on the current status of work, as well as any recent
findings or changes that may be relevant to public health or site safety?

Thank you,

Joanna

Joanna Pawlina, Environmental Scientist II
RI Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management
Site Remediation Program
235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 537-4359
Joanna.Pawlina@dem.ri.gov


