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l. Introduction

Rhode Island General Laws 8§ 39-26.6-22 provides authorization for the Renewable Energy
Growth (REG) program to include an incentive-payment adder to the bid price of any winning
bidder that proposes a distributed-generation project on preferred sites that require remediation
(known as “brownfields”). In 2025, the Public Utilities Commission approved a program (the
“Brownfield Remediation Incentive”) making available $2.5 million in funding to incentivize
renewable energy projects sited on brownfields. The program will provide grants of $140 per kW
DC of nameplate capacity sited on brownfields in need of remediation at time of application and
which will still require remediation by the end of the calendar year that the applicant applies.
Eligible projects must meet the Large Solar I and 11 definitions to be considered for the adder.
More information about the adder is available through the Office of Energy Resources and
Rhode Island Energy.

As the state regulator responsible for site remediation, the Department of Environmental
Management (DEM) has been tasked with verifying that proposed projects are located on
brownfields in need of remediation at the time of application and by the end of the calendar year
in which the applicant applies. This guidance document is intended to provide interested
stakeholders with an overview of how DEM will process requests for site verification and the
information that must be provided with a request.

I1. Determination Process

To obtain the site verification required to apply for the brownfield adder, applicants should
complete the form found on the DEM Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials
Management (LRSMM) webpage and send the completed form to
DEM.BrownfieldSolar@dem.ri.gov. The submission must also include a map of the property
with the portion of the property contaminated outlined, an overlay of where the solar system will
be installed, and a calculation of the percentage of the total capacity of the project which is
proposed to be located on the portion of the property requiring remediation. The email should
include in the subject line “Brownfield Remediation Incentive Site Verification Request” and
should be sent to DEM as early as possible to ensure that a response is provided in sufficient
time to meet REG application deadlines.

After reviewing the submitted form, DEM staff will note their approval on the form and return it
to the applicant. This determination will be provided within 30 calendar days from submission of
the request and at no cost to the applicant. The determination may then be submitted to Rhode
Island Energy along with the applicant’s larger application package.

To receive a Final Certificate of Eligibility, the applicant must also submit to Rhode Island
Energy documentation confirming that the brownfield has been remediated. A Letter of
Compliance, No Further Action letter, or Interim Letter of Compliance for the site issued by
DEM will serve to meet this requirement.
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