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SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO THE RIPDES CONSTRUCTION GENERAL PERMIT

Sept 25, 2025 —The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM) Office of Water Resources
is reissuing the Rhode Island Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (RIPDES) Stormwater Discharges
Associated with Construction Activity General Permit (Construction General Permit or “CGP”), extending
coverage until September 26, 2026.

Several minor changes from the previous (2020) Construction General Permit have been incorporated into
the draft 2025 CGP in order to make updates to permit language pertaining to application forms and related
requests or notifications accessible via the new online permit application system and clarifications regarding CGP
authorizations tied to other active or expired permits. No changes are proposed to activities covered under the
CGP, nor are any substantive changes proposed to any permit requirements, conditions or limits.

The re-issued CGP does not require existing permit holders to re-apply provided any authorization received
under another associated permit, i.e., RIDEM Freshwater Wetlands Permit, RIDEM Water Quality Certification,
RIDEM UIC/Groundwater Discharge Permit , CRMC Assent or QLP approval, has not yet expired and remains
in effect. Coverage under the RIPDES Construction General Permit will be extended under the re-issued
CGP. It is the Department’s intention to again update the CGP in 2026 for a CGP reissuance effective for a five-
year period, expiring in September 2031, to conform with the current version of the EPA’s 2022 Construction
General Permit.

This document provides a summary of the minor edits and changes that have been made to the CGP. Please
carefully review the final 2025 CGP for detailed changes.

1. Part 1.B.3.c. Further clarification provided regarding effectiveness of CGP authorization under condition
that any other associated permit(s) has/have not yet expired and remains in effect.

2. Part 1.B.3.d. Clarification provided regarding effectiveness of CGP authorization under condition that
any other associated permit(s) has/have not yet expired and remain(s) in effect.

3. Part I.D. Additional language was added to clarify land disturbances totaling over one (1) acre trigger
the need for a CGP authorization.

4. Part 1.D.1.a. Additional language was added regarding continued effectiveness of CGP authorization
from 2020 CGP, under condition that any other associated permit(s) has/have not yet expired and
remain(s) in effect.

5. Part1.D.1.b. The following language was added regarding NOI submittal required for soil disturbances
less than one (1) acre of disturbance if that construction is part of a larger common plan of development
or sale that would disturb one (1) or more acre total. Projects proposing less than one acre of disturbance
do not require coverage under the CGP.

6. Part 1.D.1.b.i. Language was updated to reflect title of CGP application, as written in the new online
permit application system, RIPDES CGP / UIC Stormwater Application. Reference to the Appendix A
Checklist document was updated to clarify association with the Rhode Island Stormwater Design and
Installation Standards Manual (RISDISM) and to eliminate any confusion with EPA’s
NPDES CGP Appendix A.
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Part 1.D.1.b.ii. Update to CGP online application name provided and specification of upload materials
required including the Appendix A Checklist, a project narrative, site plan set or maps showing flow paths,
discharges, existing/proposed conditions and receiving waters. Clarified that an Operations & Maintenance
(O & M) plan, or Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) are optional for projects of less than
five (5) acres of disturbance. At a minimum, Soil Erosion & Sediment Control (SESC) measures shall be
provided in details of site plan set or maps. A separate SESC plan is optional.

Part 1.D.2. The following language was added to clarify that the owner or operator
is not required to reapply to maintain permit coverage in accordance with Part 1.D.3 of
this permit unless the authorization was issued as part of a RIDEM Freshwater Wetlands Permit, RIDEM
Water Quality Certification, RIDEM UIC/Groundwater Discharge Permit, CRMC Assent or QLP Approval
that has since expired. In the case of an expired authorization as described in this paragraph, permit
coverage under the RIPDES CGP will only be reinstated upon issuance of a new permit from the appropriate
agency and Program.

Part 1.D.3.a. The following language was added to again clarify that coverage under the CGP will remain
valid so long as the permits described in Part 1.D.2. remain valid.

Part 1.D.3.b. Language was added to clarify that owners and operators previously authorized under the
2020 RIPDES CGP and that did not require authorization or permitting as described in Part 1.D.3.a will be
authorized upon the effective date of the 2025 interim permit.

Part I.E. Language was added to update where permittees may access and submit the Notice of Start
of Construction form, now accessible through the OWR Permit Application Portal. Portal registration
and user guides and a link to the Portal Login Page are available on the RIDEM Stormwater
Construction Permitting website at:

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/water/permits/ripdes/stormwater/construction.php.

Part I.LF. Language was added to update where permittees may access and submit the Notice of
Termination (NOT) form, now accessible through the OWR Permit Application Portal.

Part Il. Language was updated to reflect title of CGP application as written in the new online permit
application system, RIPDES CGP / UIC Stormwater Application, available on the Office of Water
Resources Permit Application Portal. Required Stormwater Management Plan components include
upload of the Appendix A Checklist (or your application for RIDEM Freshwater Wetlands Permit,
RIDEM Water Quality Certification, RIDEM UIC/Groundwater Discharge Permit, CRMC Assent or
QLP approval).

Part 11.B. Language was added to clarify that when required per Part I.D.1. a Soil Erosion and Sediment
Control plan is to be developed as a stand-alone document to accommodate the new Permit Application
Portal. At minimum for small sites under five acres of land/soil disturbance, SESC measures can be
included as details in the site plan set.

Part I1.C. Language was added to clarify that when required per Part I.D.1. an O & M plan is to be
developed as a stand-alone document to accommodate the new Permit Application Portal.

Part 111: Bold-text headers were introduced to correct and improve the functionality of the Table of
Contents, which had errors in the 2020 RIPDES CGP.
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Part I11.D. Text was revised to clarify that per Part I.D.1. of the 2025 Interim CGP, if the SESC plan is
not required to be submitted along with the application, then the owner, operator, or other designated
person under the supervision of the owner or operator shall make it available to the Department upon
request.

Part 111.J.4. Language was added to clarify that a separate SESC plan set is optional — in addition to the
required construction plan set or maps as part of the overall Stormwater Management Plan. Clarified
that site plan set sheets should indicate the plan type (i.e., General, Drainage, Utility, SESC plan, etc.)
and sheet numbers.

Part IV. Language was updated to reflect title of CGP application as written in the new online permit
application system, RIPDES CGP / UIC Stormwater Application, available on the Office of Water
Resources Permit Application Portal, accessible on the RIDEM Stormwater Construction Permitting
website.

Part IV.A.7. Some language was omitted to reduce redundancy regarding Owner or
Operator/Applicant responsibility to hire a qualified SESC inspector for scheduled inspections during
construction.  Part IV.A.8. Language was omitted pertaining to license type and number of the
registered professional(s) associated with submission of the application/Notice of Intent (NOI) to be
consistent with the new on-line permitting portal.

Part IV.A.9. Language was added and omitted to make this consistent with language in the RIPDES
CGP / UIC Stormwater Application, accessible on the new Office of Water Resources Permit
Application Portal.

Part IV.A.12. Language was omitted to make this consistent with language in the RIPDES CGP / UIC
Stormwater Application, accessible on the new Office of Water Resources Permit Application Portal.

Part IV.B. Language was updated to reflect how RIPDES CGP NOI/Application must be submitted
using the online Office of Water Resources Permit Application portal accessible at
https://dem.ri.gov/owr-portal-login.

Part IV.D. Language was updated to clarify that if the NOI does not meet one or more of the minimum
requirements of this permit, then the applicant will be notified as such by a request for additional
information at any point during the review period. It is the responsibility of the applicant to make all
required changes and resubmit the revised application documents. The review period will recommence
upon the departmental receipt of the revised application documents.

Part VV.B. Language was updated to clarify that only those construction sites previously authorized to
discharge under the expired permit are covered by the continued permit, so long as the permits described
in Part 1.D.2. remain valid.

Part V.L. Language was updated to reflect new title of Owner Transfer Form as written in the new
online permit application system, available on the Office of Water Resources Permit Application Portal.
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