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1.0 Problem Definition/Background 
 
This document lists the waterbodies that will be monitored on a routine basis by RIDEM during 
the 2026 freshwater cyanobacteria monitoring season and serves as an addendum to the 2024 
Rhode Island Freshwater Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Monitoring Quality Assurance Project Plan 
(QAPP; QA#24102). The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) and 
the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) will conduct routine monitoring of 25 
waterbodies during the 2026 season for the presence of cyanobacteria. The procedures 
associated with routine monitoring will follow those described in the RI HAB Monitoring QAPP.  
 
Twenty (20) of the waterbodies on the 2026 list are known to bloom regularly and have been 
included in routine monitoring in previous years. Five (5) waterbodies will be added to routine 
monitoring in 2026. These five waterbodies were not included in routine monitoring in 2025 
but were issued a cyanobacteria advisory in 2025 based on reports from the public.  
 
The waterbodies that will be monitored by RIDEM on a biweekly or monthly basis in 2026 are 
listed in Table 1 and are presented on the map in Figure 1.  Waters of the state that are 
reported under the 305(b) and 303(d) reporting have been assigned to an assessment unit (AU), 
which refers to a waterbody or waterbody segment. Each assessment unit has been assigned an 
identifying number, referred to as a waterbody ID (WBID) (column 3, Table 1). These identifying 
numbers are unique to the waterbody to allow for tracking of water quality data and 
assessment information and indexing in RIGIS (Rhode Island Geographic Information System) 
for mapping purposes.  
 

2.0 Sampling Methods Updates 
 
A. Field protocol  

Field Sheets  

A digital cyanobacteria bloom field sheet was developed in 2025 using ArcGIS Survey123. The 
survey is available at https://arcg.is/0GCTeH. The surveys are stored on ArcGIS Online and are 
downloaded to Microsoft Excel on a weekly basis. The downloaded surveys are saved in folders 
on a digital storage drive which is backed up by the Rhode Island Department of Information 
Technology (RI DOIT) department.  
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Table 1. Waterbodies to be monitored for cyanobacteria on a biweekly or monthly basis during the 2026 season. 
Waterbodies that are new to the list are in bold.  

Name Town  Waterbody ID  Primary Access1    
Almy Pond2 Newport  RI0010047L-01  Off Coggeshall Ave.    

Blackamore Pond Cranston  RI0006018L-06  
On Winter St. at the boat 

ramp 
  
 

Boone Lake Exeter  RI0008040L-14  
Off East Shore Dr. and West 

Shore Dr.  
  
 

Carbuncle Pond Coventry  RI0005011L-01  
Carbuncle Pond 

Management Area 
  
 

Flat River Reservoir Coventry  RI0006013L-01  Island Dr., The Point, Zeke’s 
Bridge 

  
 

Georgiaville Pond Smithfield  RI0002007L-02  
From public beach and boat 

ramp off Stillwater Rd. 
  
 

J.L. Curran Reservoir 
(Upper) Cranston  RI0006016L-02  

Off Seven Mile Rd. (boat 
launch area) 

  
 

Keech Pond Glocester  RI0001002L-11  
Beach off of New Rd. and 
Keech Pond Boat Launch 

  
 

Lake Mishnock West Greenwich  RI0006014L-01  
Red dock off of Mishnock 

Rd. 
  
 

Lake Washington Glocester  RI0005047L-04  Lake Washington Boat 
Launch 

  
 

Little Pond Warwick  RI0007024L-01  
Behind Warwick Veteran 

Junior High School 
  
 

Lower Melville Pond Portsmouth  RI0007029L-01  
Along the walking trail 

surrounding the waterbody 
  
 

Mashapaug Pond Providence  RI0006017L-06  

From the boat launch at JT 
Owens Park and access 

behind the shopping plaza 
off of Reservoir Ave. 

  

 

 
1 Evaluation/sampling locations may change based on reported bloom location information.  
2 Almy Pond will be monitored on a monthly basis. All other waterbodies will be monitored on a biweekly basis.  
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Name Town  Waterbody ID  Primary Access1    

Meshanticut Pond Cranston  RI0006017L-01  
Meshanticut Park, access 

along Lake View Rd.  
  
 

Olney Pond Lincoln  RI0003008L-01  
Boat Launch off of Les 

Pawson Loop, Lincoln Park 
State Beach 

  

 

Scott Pond Lincoln  RI0001003L-01  
Saylesville Fire Station or 

off of Walker St. 
  
 

Slack Reservoir Smithfield- 
Johnston  RI0002007L-03  

At the public beach off 
Greenlake Dr. and small 
beach off of Terrace Dr. 

  

 

Smith and Sayles Reservoir Glocester  RI0001002L-07  
Smith and Sayles Public 

Boat Launch 
  
 

Tiogue Lake Coventry  RI0006014L-02  
At Briar Point Beach and 

Public Boat Launch 
  
 

Upper Melville Pond Portsmouth  RI0007029L-01  At the two public access 
points off Bradford Ave. 

  
 

Warwick Pond Warwick  RI0007024L-02  
At the boat launch on Wells 

Ave. and the park off of 
Edgehill Rd.  

  

 

Waterman Reservoir Glocester  RI0002007L-04  
Boat yard off Pine Ledge 

Rd., Beach off of Russell Rd., 
Glocester Country Club 

  

 

Wenscott Reservoir North Providence  RI0003008L-05  

Beach at Governor Notte 
Park, fishing access points 
off of Douglas Ave. near 

Twin Rivers Building.  

  

 

Wilson Reservoir Burillville  RI0001002L-01  
State Boat Launch off of 

East Wallum Lake Rd. and 
access off of Neris Way 

  

 

Worden Pond South Kingstown  RI0008039L-07  
At state boat launch on 
Wordens Pond Rd. and 

Camp Aquapaug 
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Figure 1. Map of waterbodies to be monitored for cyanobacteria on biweekly or monthly schedule in 2026. 
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