
Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management 

DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
277 Great Neck Rd 
West Kingston, RI 02892 

 

New Hunting Guide Permit 

No person shall engage in the act of guiding without first obtaining a guide permit from the DEM. 

Guiding is defined as any person paid a fee, or in-kind compensation, in exchange for transport, directly 
aiding, assisting, advising, showing the way to, or directing another person in the hunting of wildlife in the 

state of Rhode Island. 

Eligibility: To obtain a guide permit, guides must apply to DEM. The form can be found at 
https://dem.ri.gov/online-services/applications-forms . The following information must be submitted with 
a completed application form: 

o Proof of being 21 years of age or older. 
o A copy of a current Rhode Island hunting license. 
o Proof of having completed a hunter education course as required by the guided party(s). 
o A copy of a valid CPR and First Aid certification. 

 
Testing requirements: Required for guiding deer, turkey, and waterfowl. 

• All initial applicants applying for a guide permit must take an in person written examination
 administered by the DEM. A person must attain a passing grade of 80 percent. These
 exams are to be taken closed-book; without reference or assistance in any form. In
 addition, no phones will be allowed in the testing room.  The questions all pertain to
 the current Division of Fish and Wildlife regulations, RIGL state laws regarding species
 take, as well as species/sex identification. 

• A person who fails the written examination may retake the examination one additional time after sixty 
(60) days but not again for one (1) year if failing to pass the test the second time. 

Additional information required when using a vessel to carry passengers: 

• A current copy of the operator’s United States Coast Guard license to carry passengers for hire. 

• A current copy of the vessel’s “Certificate of Documentation” certifying that the vessel is documented 
“Coastwise”, or if the vessel is under five (5) net tons, a copy of the vessel’s State registration. 

• Proof that the operator and crew are currently enrolled in a random drug testing program that complies 
with the Federal Government’s 46 C.F.R. § 16.101 et seq. “Drug Testing Program” Regulations.

https://dem.ri.gov/online-services/applications-forms


Harvest Reporting 

Reporting:  All persons possessing a guide permit are required to complete  
and submit daily harvest reports, found here at https://arcg.is/1eD0rL2 ,  
by no later than the last day in March annually. 
 
Valid dates: Guide permits shall be valid March 1st through midnight of the last day of February. 

Renewals: 

Permits must be renewed annually and are only valid after receipt of a completed renewal application. 
Permits that are not renewed after a period of 5 years shall be considered inactive. Applicants who have 
allowed their permit to become inactive must reapply for a new permit. 

Applications for guide permits may be denied when: 

• The applicant has been convicted of a hunting, trapping or fishing violation or currently has a 
disposition filed before a state, federal or municipal court or administrative tribunal of competent 
jurisdiction anywhere in the United States or Canada within three (3) years preceding the application 
date. 

• The applicant fails to provide all required information on the application and all additional information 
required above or to provide truthful information. 

Revocation criteria: 

• The applicant or permittee has been convicted of a hunting, trapping or fishing violation in any state. 

• The applicant or permittee failed to provide all required information on the application or to provide 
truthful information. 

• The failure of the permittee to ensure that all persons in their hunting party are in compliance with all 
federal and state license, permit, stamp, and equipment requirements. 

• The failure of the permittee to ensure that all persons in their hunting party are in compliance with daily 
bag limits and possession limits outlined in these regulations. 

• A guided client violates laws under R.I. Gen. Laws § Title 20, or regulations in this part, and the violation 
is not immediately reported to a DEM environmental police officer by the guide. 

• An applicant fails to submit their annual reports prior to applying for a renewal. 

Reminder: 

• Clients are not allowed to harvest animals under their guides bag limit or tags. 

• Each person must harvest his/her own bag limits. 

• A guide can gift his birds to his client if he harvested them himself, but not in the field. They have to be 
correctly annotated on tags and the gifted birds cannot place the hunter over the aggregate bag. 

https://arcg.is/1eD0rL2
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Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management 

DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
277 Great Neck Rd 
West Kingston, RI 02892 

 
 
 

Guide Permit Application 
 

New Applicant: _ Application Renewal: 
 

I plan to guide for the following species (new applicants or guides adding a new species): 
 

_ Turkey _ Waterfowl _ _ Deer 
 

New and Renewal Applicants 
 

Business Name:    
 

RIO CID Number:   Date of Birth:  /  /   
 

Height:  Weight:  Hair Color:  Eye Color:  Gender: 
 

Name:     
First Last MI 

 
Mailing Address:    

Street/Road or BOX # City or Town State Zip Code 
 

Physical Address:    
Street/Road or BOX # City or Town State Zip Code 

 

Email Address:   Phone Number: (  )  -   
 

Driver’s License State:  Driver’s License Number:    
 

Do you intend to take clients out on a vessel? Yes No 



__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

__ 

___ ___ 

___ ___ 

___ ___ 

___ ___ 

Please attach copies of the following documents (New and Renewal Applicants): 
 

A copy of driver’s license 
 

A copy of current Rhode Island Hunting License 

A copy of a valid CPR and First Aid Certification 

If you plan to take clients out on a vessel, please also attach copies of the following documents (New and 
Renewal Applicants): 

 
A copy of current operator’s United States Coast Guard license to carry passengers 

 
A copy of the vessels “Certificate of Documentation” certifying it is Coastwise, or if under 5 tons, a copy of 

the vessels state registration. 
 

Proof of enrolment in a random drug testing program that complies with Federal Government’s 46 C.F.R. § 
16.101 et seq. "Drug Testing Program" Regulations. 

 
Answer Questions 1-4 

1. Have you been charged with or convicted of a fish and wildlife violation in the state of Rhode Island 
within the past 3-years? 

 

Yes No: If yes, explain 
 
 

2. Have you been charged with a fish and wildlife violation in another state or province within the past 3- 
years? 

 

Yes No: If yes, explain 
 
 

3. Have you been convicted of a fish and wildlife violation in another state or province within the past 3- 
years? 

 

Yes No: If yes, explain 
 
 

4. Have you been charged or convicted of any guide violation in this state or any other state or province? 
 

Yes No: If yes, explain 



Submit via Email 

New Applicants: You must take an in-person exam and pass with an 80 or higher. You will be notified 
via email that your application has been processed and it will include your guide examination date/time 
at the departments office in West Kingstown, RI 02892.You will need to reply to the email within the 
time frame specified to confirm your test date or reschedule for a new one, if not your application will 
be held for the next examination date. 

 
Please notify the Division of Fish and Wildlife at least 24hrs prior by calling 401-284-2245 if you 
cannot make your test date. 

 
For additional details on guide requirements and regulations see 250-RICR-60-00-9. 

https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-60-00-9 

I certify that all statements made hereon, and any documents provided, are true and accurate. Understand that 
any false statement made in this application or in any documents provided may result in denial, suspension or 
revocation of your guide permit, and possible criminal prosecution. 

 

Applicant Signature:  Date:    
 

Mail or Email Application and Documents to: 
 

RI Division of Fish and Wildlife 
ATTN: Guide Permit 
277 Great Neck Road 
West Kingstown RI, 02892 

 
DEM.DFW@dem.ri.gov Subject: Guide Permit 

 

https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-60-00-9
mailto:DEM.DFW@dem.ri.gov
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