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PROGRAM LETTER – PHASE I                      July 28, 2025 

File No. SR-35-2241 

       

Steven Gothberg           

Warwick Public Schools 

69 Draper Avenue 

Warwick, RI, 02889 

 

RE: Pilgrim High School 

111 Pilgrim Way 

Warwick, Rhode Island 

Plat Map 299 & 300 / Lots 194 & 268   

 

Dear Mr. Gothberg: 

 

On April 22, 2020, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management's (the 

Department) Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management (LRSMM) 

enacted the codified 250-RICR-140-30-1, Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and 

Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (the Remediation Regulations). Following periodic 

refiling, the active Rule became effective on January 4, 2022. The purpose of these regulations is 

to create an integrated program requiring reporting, investigation, and remediation of contaminated 

sites in order to eliminate and/or control threats to human health and the environment in a timely and 

cost-effective manner. A Program Letter is a document used by the Department to signify that a Site 

Investigation has been completed and that a Performing Party must conduct public notice in 

accordance with Sections 1.8.7(A)(2) and 1.8.9 of the Remediation Regulations concerning the 

findings of the investigation and the proposed remedial alternatives. 

 

In the matter of the above-referenced property (the Site), the Department’s Office of LRSMM is in 

receipt of the following documentation submitted pursuant to the Remediation Regulations in 

response to the reported release at the Site: 

 

1. Hazardous Material Release Notification Form, received by the Department on March 27, 

2025, and prepared by Tighe & Bond (T&B); 

 

2. Pre-Site Investigation Public Notice Package, received by the Department on April 24, 2025, 

and prepared by T&B; 

 

3. Pre-Site Investigation Public Meeting PowerPoint and Sign-In Sheet, received by the 

Department on May 8, 2025, and prepared by T&B; 

 

4. Site Investigation Work Plan, received by the Department on May 30, 2025, and prepared by 

T&B; 
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5. Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, received by the Department on June 2, 2025, and 

prepared by T&B; 

 

6. RE: Pilgrim School Fence Installation email correspondence between the Department and 

T&B on July 17, 2025; and 

 

7. Site Investigation Report, received by the Department on July 21, 2025, and prepared by 

T&B; 

 

8. Figure 5 – Proposed STRA Area, received by the Department on July 25, 2025, and prepared 

by T&B; and 

 

9. Post-Site Investigation Public Notice, received by the Department on July 25, 2025, and 

prepared by T&B. 

 

The Department regards the information provided in these reports as meeting the requirements 

pursuant to Section 1.8.8 of the Remediation Regulations. The preferred remedial alternative 

proposes the following remedy for Phase I: 

 

• Excavation and offsite disposal of the top two feet of Site soils within the Phase I construction 

zone to a licensed disposal facility. Confirmatory sampling shall be conducted from the 

excavation sidewalls and base to verify any remaining soils are compliant with Residential 

Method 1 Direct Exposure Criteria. Any remaining jurisdictional soils shall be encapsulated by 

a Department approved engineered control. 

 

Please note that the Site Investigation Report (SIR) received by the Department on July 21, 

2025, pertains to only the first phase of the proposed remedial plan. An SIR Addendum will 

be required to be submitted to the Department for review and approval for the second phase 

of the proposed remedial plan. Therefore, this Program Letter (PL) only approves the 

proposed remedy for Phase I of this project.  

 

With the issuance of this PL, Site work may not begin until the conclusion of the public 

comment period following the requested public meeting being held on August 8, 2025, at 6:00. 

The public comment period must remain open for a minimum of 10-business days. 

 

The Department acknowledges that the site investigation activities are complete for Phase I of this 

project. The Department is not yet able to formally approve the SIR, however, due to the necessity 

to first allow the public to comment on the technical feasibility of the preferred remedial alternative. 

Outlined in Section 1.8.7(A)(2) and 1.8.9 of the Remediation Regulations are the requirements for 

public notice after the SIR is deemed complete to all abutting property owners, tenants, easement 

holders, and the municipality regarding the substantive findings of the completed investigation and 

the opportunity for public review and comment on the technical feasibility of the preferred remedial 

alternative. 

 

The Department will formally approve the SIR for Phase I in the form of a Remedial Decision Letter 

(RDL) once Public Notice is completed and upon Department approval of all final responses to 
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relevant public comments. At that point, the Department will require submission of the Remedial 

Action Work Plan (RAWP) for review and approval in accordance with Sections 1.9 and 1.10 of the 

Remediation Regulations. Upon receipt of the RDL, be prepared to submit the Remedial Action 

Approval Application Fee of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) in check form made payable to 

General Treasurer -State of Rhode Island directly to the Office of LRSMM. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or would like the opportunity to meet with 

Department personnel, please contact me by telephone at (401) 537-4343, or by E-mail at 

reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov. 

 

Sincerely,            

 

 

 

Reilly Cusick       

Environmental Scientist I         

Office of Land Revitalization & 

 Sustainable Materials Management      

 

cc:  Kelly J. Owens, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Ashley Blauvelt, P.E., RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Suzanne Courtemanche, T&B 

 Shelby Marokhovsky, T&B 

 John Harvey, T&B 

 Jon Bates, LeftField 

 Kevin Oliver, Warwick Public Schools 

 

 
 


