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Overview
ÅDefining Urban Forests
ÅBenefits of Trees in Urban Communities
ÅUnderstanding and Addressing Tree Equity
ÅExample of Urban Forestry Planning at Work
ÅGrant Funding Opportunities for Communities
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Defining Urban Forests
What Are They, And How Are They Managed?



88

What is the Urban Forest?
Å Individual Trees: Street Trees, Planters, Lawn Trees

Å Groups of Trees: Parks, Remnants of Developed Woodland

Å Wooded Acreage: Undeveloped Land, Parks, Greenways, Private Lands
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Å Primarily Manages Public Trees

Å Can also Help Guide Tree Management on Private 
Lands, Which Make Up Most of the Trees In Urban 
Forests

Bristol Public Street Trees Bristol Google Map

úǉŃĨƘʒ`ƣǉŒǑǝŒǉǑʈʒÞƣƍŒ
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Benefits of Trees in Urban Communities
From Cleaner Air and Water to Stronger Economies
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Environmental

Å Water Flow and Quality
Å Local Climate
Å Air Quality
Å Wildlife and Biodiversity
Å Carbon Storage and 

Sequestration

Economic

Å Energy Use
Å Property Values
Å Business Performance
Å Green Jobs

Social

Å Human Health, Well -Being
Å Social Cohesion
Å Sense Of Place
Å Noise Abatement and 

Visual Screening
Å Aesthetics
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Benefits of Urban Forests
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Stormwater 
Benefits
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Pawtucket's trees are capturing 
pollutants before they even enter 
the waterways. How much you ask?

Å5,392 lbs/year of Nitrogen

Å431 lbs/year of Phosphorus

Å512 tons/year of sediment

Å2.3 million gallons of stormwater 
runoff for every 1yr/24-hour 
rainfall event, which equals 2.82 
inches.
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Air Quality 
Benefits
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Air Quality Benefits
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Reduced 
Energy Costs 
by Strategic 
Plantings
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Å Trees Block Direct Sunlight, Reducing Heat Absorption in Buildings
Å Trees Act as Wind Barriers, Reducing Heat Loss in Winter
Å Reducing Strain on Power Grids, Decreasing the Risk of Blackouts

Trees Reducing Heat
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Understanding Tree Equity
Supporting Green Spaces for All
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Tree Equity
When Every Part of 
Every Neighborhood Has 
Enough Trees to Serve 
All Residents' Needs
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Tree Equity
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Tree Equity



2222

Tree Equity Consequences
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Tree Equity Consequences
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ÅTree Equity Scores measure if the 
benefits of urban trees are reaching the 
people who need them most. 

ÅSets a fairness-based standard to help 
direct resources to communities that face 
higher risks from extreme heat, pollution, 
and other environmental challenges.

Determining
Tree Equity
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Tree Equity Score: 
Methodology
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Tree Equity Scores 
ÅScores range from 0 to 100 for every 

neighborhood and city in urban areas.

ÅA score of 100 means that a neighborhood 
does not have a tree canopy gap.  

ÅThe lower the score, the higher
 the priority for planting.
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Tree Equity Score: 
Providence Citywide Score: 87 out of 100 
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Urban Forestry at Work
RI Urban Forest Technical Assistance Program
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DEM Technical Assistance
ÅPartnership between RI DEM UCF Program and the Green 

Infrastructure Center

ÅComprehensive program to provide planning and planting 
support to RI municipalities

ÅFunded by the Inflation Reduction Act via the US Forest Service 
and Congressionally Directed Spending



3030

Communities Served 
ÅPawtucket
ÅCentral Falls
ÅNewport
ÅWarren
ÅWesterly

ÅCranston
ÅWoonsocket*
ÅNorth Providence*

*Launching Summer 2025
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Phase I
Tree Canopy Advisory Committee: 
ÅUrban forestry self -assessment

ÅTree canopy cover and potential planting area analysis 

ÅCode & Ordinance Audit 

ÅQuantified ecosystem benefits (air pollution, carbon, and stormwater)

ÅEstablish municipal strategies and goals with community input 
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Ex. Mapping 
Pawtucket


