
 
 

 
 

Minimum Standards Checklist For Forest Stewardship Plans 
From 2015 National Program Standards and Guidelines 

 

Instructions: Based on plan review, check appropriate column on right. Provide comments by standard number on 

back of form, especially where standards are met only in part. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
# 

 
Standard 

 
Yes 

 
No 

In 

Part 

1 Includes evidence that it was written or verified by a natural resource professional.     

2 Includes evidence that it was approved by the State Forester or designated representative.    

3 Authorship is indicated.    

4 Includes landowner information.    

5 
Includes location, maps or aerial photos of the property showing property boundaries, 

forest stands, hydrology, and significant resource elements. 
   

6 Landowner objectives are clearly stated.    

7 Current forest condition or condition class is described for each forest stand.    

8 Desired condition or condition class is described for each forest stand.    

9 Practices or activities for reaching desired condition are listed for each forest stand.    

10 Timelines for implementation of practices and activities are identified.    

11 
Monitoring activities for the forester or landowner are identified (activities to monitor 

forest condition or activity implementation over time). 
   

12 Effective period for the plan is identified (for example, 10 years or expiration date given).    

13 Reviewed, revised and renewed before the plan expires to remain current.    

Standards 14 through 29 are resource elements that must be considered in each plan when they are present. When 

the element is present or relevant it must be described and evaluated, and site-specific recommendations included 

where needed for proper forest stewardship. Site-specific recommendations must protect or enhance the element 

AND be consistent with landowner objectives. 

14 Soils and water    

15 Biological diversity    

16 Range    

17 Agroforestry    

18 Aesthetic quality and desired timber species    

19 Recreation    

20 Wood and fiber production    

21 Fish and wildlife    

22 Threatened and endangered species    

23 Forest health and invasive species    

24 Conservation -based estate/legacy planning information    

25 Archeological, cultural, and historic sites    

26 Wetlands    

27 Fire    

28 Carbon sequestration and climate resilience    

29 Forest of Recognized Importance    
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County:  Review Date:  
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Minimum Requirements for Forest Management Plans (RI FFOS Standards) 

___  1. Title page. 

___  2. Identification/ Signature page which shall include the following: signatures of the landowner, plan preparers 

and State Forester's representative(s); the date the plan was prepared; plan preparers name, address and 

phone number; landowners name, address and phone number; legal description of property and 

stewardship acres. 

___  3. Landowner goals and objectives. A discussion of the landowner's long- and short- term goals and objectives 

for the parcel, and the expected effects of achieving these goals on stewardship values 

___  4. Maps: Locus Map 

Topographic Map 

Stand Map (see #6) 

Natural Heritage Map (see #10) 

Soils Map 

___  5. Property overview. Relate to general landscape & stewardship values (opposite page) 

___  6. Map or aerial photograph showing the property with management units (MU's)/stands delineated, uniquely 

labeled, and keyed to the map. Map shall show property boundaries, north arrow, roads, water, etc., be to 

scale and contain a legend. 

___  7. Written MU/Stand descriptions including, but not limited to, Forest Types, understory description, acreage to 

the nearest whole number, stocking level, basal area, average tree diameter, trees per acre, soil type, site 

index. Stand age and growth rate are required if the primary objectives for the stand include Timber or Forest 

Health. Standing dead trees should be tallied separately from other trees. Since dead trees don't compete 

with growing stock they should not be added to the basal area. These trees may have value for sawtimber, 

fuelwood, or wildlife, and should be noted in the stand description. This information is required if snag tree 

development is recommended for a management unit. Cavity trees should also be tallied if cavity tree 

development is to be recommended. 

___  8. Specific MU/Stand recommendations and how the written recommendations relate to each landowner 

goals and objectives, (refer to component number three). Detailed prescriptions can be developed when 

the landowner is ready to implement the recommendation. 

___  9. Activity schedule summarizing the recommended actions for the life of the plan. MU's/Stands do not have 

to be listed if no action recommended. 

___ 10. A letter from the Rhode Islad Natural Heritage Program discussing the status of any known threatened, 

endangered, or species of special concern, which may be affected by practices undertaken at the site. OR MAP 

SHOWING NATURAL HERITAGE AREAS. 




