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Tuesday, Decenber 3, 2024
(The proceedi ngs commenced at 6:00 p.m)

MR. LAND: Good eveni ng everyone. Can everyone hear

me?
Can you fol ks hear ne? |Is that okay in the back?
Good eveni ng everyone. Thanks for comng. Let ne
just introduce nyself. | amRi ck Land. 1'mthe

court-appoi nted special master for Rhode |sland Recycl ed
Metals. |In that capacity |I've had a variety of different
tasks that |1've been charged with by the Court. | am not
an enpl oyee or representative of Rhode |sland Recycl ed
Metals. | don't have a proverbial horse in this race. |
amrepresenting the Court's interests and that of --
generally the Court's interests, but acting as sort of a
nmedi at or person here.

Rhode | sl and Recycled Metals is represented by Rich
Ni chol son to ny left, and to ny right are Dave Hazebr ouk
and | sabella G acono, both from Lake Shore Environnental,
who have been working with Rhode |Island Recycled Metals
to put the plan together for Rhode |Island Recycled Metals
to continue operating as a netals recycling facility.

So | volunteered to noderate this session. |'m
happy to answer questions relating to what's going to be

presented toni ght, although, I wll say that Dave and
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| sabella are nore appropriate to direct your questions
to. Nevertheless, if you do have questions for ne, |I'm
happy to do ny best to answer them

W do want to follow a relatively straightforward
agenda this evening. It's primarily to present
information to you fol ks and then give you an opportunity
to ask questi ons.

Channel 12 is here. They've set up a m crophone up
at that first table. W would invite people to cone up
and speak near that so that their questions can be heard,
but al so so they can be picked up by the m crophone.

So tonight's agenda, as indicated over here, we have
site updates for the project and facility since the | ast
public neeting. W have the site investigation report
results to be shared, the proposed renedy relative to the
envi ronnental condition of the site, and any additi onal
updates as we nove forward, and then, lastly, Q and A

We are going to try to nove through itens 1 through
4 relatively quickly this evening, but we certainly
wanted to | eave you plenty of tine to ask questions. W
woul d ask that you hold your questions until the end so
we can get through the materials and so that everybody
has an opportunity to speak.

And so with that, | wll turn it over to |Isabella
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for site updates, or am|l doing mne first?

M5. G ACOMO You're doing yours.

MR. LAND: My apologies. A little nore planning
next time.

Just to give people a sense of what has al ready
occurred at the site, and lot of this cane follow ng the
| ast fire that nost people are aware of. The site has
had that infrared technol ogy added to the site.
Primarily, there's canera that is directed toward the
scrap pile that's located in the mddle of the site, and
t hat canera has been tested to confirmthat it can
I dentify hotspots before they becone a fire. And it has
been functioning very -- it does function very well.
It's been tested as recently as today.

There is a new fire suppression systemor plan in
pl ace that includes both water and foam around the site.
As | go there, | do visit the site each week, | check on
those systens. But in addition to ne, as I'mnot a fire
suppressi on expert, we have a gentleman -- Rhode | sl and
Recycled Metals, | should say, engaged a gentl enan, Matt
Leonard, who manages and nonitors that systemon a
regul ar basi s.

The personnel at Rhode |sland Recycled Metal s have

been trained on how to address fire -- potential fire
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I ssues, but they've al so gone through OSHA training and
materials training to identify inappropriate naterials

t hat m ght be delivered to the site, and address those
prior to getting into the pile, primarily batteries, and
there are systens in place to nove those batteries out of
the pile and into safe containers and then simlarly be
di sposed of.

And, again, when |I'mtal king about these controls
that are being put in place, these are controls that were
recommended by the fire safety experts and approved by
t he Court previously.

Recently, there were air-nonitoring controls placed
on and continuing on an ongoi ng basis on enpl oyees at the
| ocation to determ ne whether there were health --
specific health hazards related to dust and ot her
materials in the air, and that's an ongoi ng process as
wel | .

Berns have been pl aced around the prem ses,

I ncludi ng berns across the entire waterfront. And |I'm
tal ki ng about either stone or asphalt berns to prevent
water flow into the Bay, into the river. |In addition to
that, there are hay socks that run along the waterfront
to catch any overfl ow that m ght happen during

rai nst orns.
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VO CE: Can you hold the mc up alittle bit nore?

MR LAND:. Onh, I'"'msorry. M apologies. Yeah.

As | noted, the scrap pile itself has been broken
down into two snaller scrap piles. If you fol ks were
famliar with the prior site at the tine of the fire,
materials were being placed in one large pile in the
center of the site. That has been broken up into two
snmal | er areas, and so scrap piles are consistently nuch
smal |l er than they have been in the past, and there's nore
frequent trucks coming in to renove the materials for
offsite recycling.

Again, | amthere reqgularly, which neans | can
confirmthat the scrap piles are considerably small er
than they were in the past.

The operating footprint of the site has al so been
reduced. There are barriers in the front of the site and
at the back, and so the actual area being used presently
iIs primarily the m ddl e section where the scale is,
trucks cone in and out through that scale, and the
dunping area is imediately in front of that.

So there's, again, a reduced footprint. On an
ongoi ng basis the soil piles that were the result of
di ggi ng out the trench years ago, those are naintai ned

wth tarps. Those are replaced on a regular basis. The
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w nd tends to bl ow them around, but there is a constant
diligence to keep those in decent shape.

There are limtations on who the can cone into the
site and where they can travel; again, primarily in that
m ddl e area along the scale and to dunp material s.
People -- the public is not allowed to travel beyond
those areas in the site.

And then, finally, there are periodic safety
reviews, as | nentioned, by Matt Leonard, the fire and
safety expert.

So that's just a thunbnail update of what their site
conditions are presently. Wen we get to the Qand A if
peopl e have specific questions about that, 1'll be happy
to answer that.

Wth that, | will turn it over to |sabella.

M5. GACOMO Hi everyone. Before | get into the
remai nder of the slides, | did want to touch on the
handouts that were on that table right as you wal k in.

If you m ssed picking themup, you know, "Il just I|ist
out what's there. You can take any of them or none of
them But we have just a summary of the SIRresults. |
know we went over that at the previous neeting if you
were there, but it's just sort of a condensed

bul | et -poi nt summary of everything that we did as part of
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the site investigation for Rhode |Island Recycled Metals.

We have a fact sheet that goes over the proposed
conceptual renedy. So it sort of touches on what the
remedy will consist of, and I'lIl also go over it this
evening as wel | .

We have a word bank, so that really breaks down
those sort of technical terns that we breezed through a
bit last neeting, including the | ab anal yses as well as
regulatory criteria.

And then DEM al so provi ded a coupl e of handouts as
wel |, including sone, you know, just a very hel pful
handout that goes over, you know, the public invol venent
pl an, inportant dates, docunents you can |ook at in the
I nformation repository, and then also the comunity gui de
to capping, which is a part of the renmedy that we are
proposing. So that just really goes through the basics
of what encapsul ation is.

So noving forward -- oh, also, it touches on the
proj ect updates as well. On Cctober 8th DEM i ssued the
program |l etter, and then on Novenber 1st, that's when we
sent out that post-SIR public notice. That was sent to
everybody on the mailing list. If you don't know if
you're on the mailing list, if you don't know if you

received it, we do have that sign-in sheet up front if
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you'd like to list out your name and your e-mail address,
and you can be added to it. Please try to wite legibly

or as legibly as possible, because | do have to try to go
t hrough and figure out what people wote, so it's hel pful
if I can read your handwiting.

So noving forward, | know we went over this in depth
in the previous neeting, but | just wanted to touch on
sone things to nake sure we're all clear. So this is the
entire site. Al of these -- all of these triangles and
the circles are where we sanpled. The green are where we
sanpl ed post the first fire, and then -- using the
poi nter -- and so these orange ones, if you can even tell
the difference when it's up on the screen here, are the
soil borings. These red ones are the surficial soil
sanpl es, and then these bl ue ones are both borings, and
t hen where we ultinmately installed the three nonitoring
wel | s.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Were can we find that map?

MS. d ACOMO.  Huh?

MONI CA HUERTAS: Were can we find this map?

MS. BLAUVELT: We'Il post it online tonorrow.

"1l post that, and I'll post all the handouts that
are avail able here, and they'll all be posted online

tonorrow, as soon as | can, but by tonorrow.
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MONI CA HUERTAS: Gkay. Thank you.
MS. BLAUVELT: Yes. You'll send ne the Power Poi nt
by tonorrow?
M5. J ACOMO.  Yup. Yeah. 1'll send the Power Poi nt
as well, and also the site plan that Ashley will be
posting. This is -- | tried to make the figure itself as

| arge as possi ble so you guys could see it, but what
Ashley is going to be posting will have both a |l egend to
what these nean, which I'mgoing to go over soon, and

al so what each of these, you know, different sanple

| ocation colors and shapes nean. So that will all be on
that sane site plan.

But what we're really denonstrating here is this red
Is where we found TPH, which is total petrol eum
hydr ocarbons. The yellow figures here is where we found
exceedances of direct exposure criteria, either
residential or industrial/comrercial of netals.

So we have two bigger sort of shapes here, and then
the blue is the semvolatile organic conmpounds. Those so
are sort of explained nore in detail in that word thing.
| can also go over that during the Q and A portion if
anybody would |like ne to go over that.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Yes, please, because that's nasty.

M5. GQACOMO So as you can see it does enconpass
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the site where we found those residential or

I ndustrial/comercial direct exposure criteria
exceedances, which is why we're proposing site-w de
encapsul ation of the entire site.

So this is just an excerpt fromthat community guide
for cappi ng handout that was up front. This is what, you
know, the EPA put together just as a general guide for
what a cap consists of. It's really just a barrier to
prevent public direct contact with soil that is
jurisdictional, so that we found to have exceedances, and
then that will be in conjunction with a deed restriction
in the formof an environnental |and use restriction that
would apply to the entire site. That would be filed wth
the Providence City Hall, connected to the entire site.
So what goes with that is |like a soil managenent pl an.

It really just denonstrates future use for this site,
what can and cannot be done at that site, and it goes
through all of that, and it prohibits sone types of uses
for that site.

And then just sonme upcom ng dates. The PIP conmment
deadline is Decenber 19th, and the post-SIR comment
deadline is Decenber 23rd. So any comrents, if you guys
have comments, any lingering issues with either the PIP,

t he public invol venment plan, or the site investigation
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report, please send themto Ashley by these dates,
respectively, if you want those, you know, comments to be
considered. Al right.

MS. BLAUVELT: Do you mind if |I elaborate on those
two conment areas?

M5. 3 ACOMO  Yes.

MS. BLAUVELT: Just for clarification. | posted on
our website as well an explanation of the two
si mul t aneous comment areas that are going on right now.

It is unusual to have two going on, but we are | ooking
for comments on the draft PIP, public involvenent plan,
that was originally posted February 23rd. That's still
in draft. W welcone any coments anyone has about that.

And then the post-SIR comment period. | believe it
t he began Novenber 1st. That is soliciting comments
specifically on the technical feasibility of the proposed
renedy.

However, we're not going to -- if you have questions
that don't fit in those two boxes, please submt them
You know, we will answer your questions. You know, we're
not saying you're limted to those two things. |If you
have inquiries, we want to hear them The only
requi rement for comments is that they have to be

submtted in witing. And throughout the various
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docunents, there are instructions on how to do that,
whether it's by directly e-mailing ne or mailing or
droppi ng off witten conmments.

There's al so a docunent there that kind of lists the
nost relevant or inportant docunents. | know the list is
exhaustive that is posted. There's about naybe ten or so
that address all of the investigation work and results,
and then the fornmul ati on of the essential renedy of the
cappi ng requirenents and that environnental |and use
restriction which would include the requirenent to
I nspect and naintain that cap as well. That's an
I mportant part of that. And, you know, even though we're
fromsite renedi ati on and separate from water resources
and stormnater, there is also a pending application
pending with our office of water resources for the
approval of a stormnater collection system-- nanagenent
systemthat will also be going on this site. So we're
not necessarily addressing it here.

MONI CA HUERTAS: |Is there going to be a PIP for
that, or you have to submt it?

MS. BLAUVELT: |'mnot sure what the regul ations
are. | would reach out --

MONI CA HUERTAS: Coul d you pl ease |l et nme know?

MS. BLAUVELT: Yes. Yes. Just in case, just e-nail
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ne.
MONI CA HUERTAS: Okay. | wll.
MS. BLAUVELT: O herw se, | mght not renenber until
t he transcription cone through. Yeah, | will -- again,
it will have our attention.

| believe that's everything as far as the public
comments. Just the nost inportant thing is try to get in
the before the holidays and nmake sure they're in the
writing.

M5. GACOMO I'mall set, so if you guys have any
questi ons now, we can open it up for Q and A

MR. LAND: So if anybody has questions about what's
been presented, about the materials, about the site,
about what | said, if you can just cone up. There's a
m cr ophone up here, we'd ask you to just cone up and ask
your question, and then we can respond. You don't have
to nove.

JED THORP: Can you talk a little bit nore about --

(I'nterruption by the court reporter)

JED THORP: Sure. Jed Thorp wth Save the Bay. Can
you talk a little bit nore about the ELUR the |and use
restriction, and what type of activity would be permtted
under that ELUR in terns of future use of the site?

MR. HAZEBROUK: So the ELUR will prevent residential
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use, for one. GCkay. It wll require that engi neered
barriers installed have to be naintained over tine. It
wll require that, you know, people are not going to be

exposed to --

(Interruption by the court reporter)

MR, HAZEBROUK: Sure. It wll require annual
i nspections for that deed restriction to ensure that the
conditions that are required are nmai ntai ned over tine, so
annual ly that has to be submtted to DEM

JED THORP: But it wouldn't prohibit any industri al
uses of the cite, just if they were to disturb the cap,
t hey woul d have to do sonme renediation if the cap was
di st ur bed?

MR. HAZEBROUK: So it would not prohibit industrial.
It's a commercial/industrial site as it is.

JED THORP: Right.

MR. HAZEBROUK: The other restriction is no use for
-- there's no potable water supply.

What was the second part of your question?

JED THORP: | think you've answered it, yeah. Thank
you.

MONI CA HUERTAS: | have a couple of questions. And
my name is Monica Huertas, the People's Port Authority.

But sonething that | just thought about, can you explain
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alittle bit -- and | know you've got to rush through the
t hi ngs because you guys al ready had presented it,

al t hough 80 percent of us were not there, so that's
unfortunate, but can you explain -- | don't know if this
is a DEM question or whoever -- but |'munder the
understanding that the sites on that side of the

wat erfront, they have to be water dependent, so can you
talk a little bit about how you guys -- about the
process, and if it is a true water dependent, or if you
guys just put the scrap netal inside of the trucks and
truck themout? Because it's ny understandi ng, according
to Providence Zoning -- according to Providence Zoni ng,
anything on that water has to be water dependent. Thank
you.

MR NICHOLSON: So, yes. It's a W3 zone, so to be
conpliant with zoning, we have to be water dependent. In
2017 the City of Providence filed a | awsuit agai nst AARE,
which is the owner of the land, and RIRM - -

MONI CA HUERTAS: |I'mlistening, but | have to get
t he baby's bottle.

MR, NICHOLSON: | appreciate that. | have four of
t hem

I n 2020 after a full adjudication of the City's

conplaint, the Cty dismssed the zoning i ssue as well as
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other issues in the conplaint with prejudice. So that
I ssue on zoni ng has been conpletely adjudicated to our
favor.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Uh- hum

MR. NI CHOLSON: That said, what we plan on doing as
part of our general application is to have a system where
we | oad and offload netals on the river.

So back in the day when we were ship breaking, CRMC
I ssued two assents to us to drag ships up on land and to
break those vessels.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Uh- hum

MR. NI CHOLSON: And over the years we broke about 50
vessels with DEM and CRMC approval. That all said, we're
not going that route. Wat we're going to be doing
instead is building sone engi neered system subject to
the permtting process approval, where we'll just unload
and load netals on a barge. So a lot |ess invasive, far
nore basic than what we had in the past.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Thank you. That doesn't nean |
approve of it. [I'mjust asking a question. | don't want
themto be there, period.

MR. LAND: Can you cone up. | knowit's little
I nconveni ent, or we can pass the mc.

That m crophone is for Channel 12. It's not --
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MONI CA HUERTAS: Exactly.

JUSTICE GAINES: H, I'mJustice Gaines. |I'ma
resi dent of Downtown Providence. |'mcurious, because
t he ELUR won't ban anything industrial that could
recontam nate the site, and that just sounds foolish,
frankly, and unsustainable. So, | guess, howis the
site, the managenent, the State involved in the
managenent, your role making sure that nothing is
happeni ng on the site, because it not only inpacts the
cap, but potentially recontam nates the soil that's being
put on the cap now? | just doesn't feel |ike a conplete
plan to ne.

MONI CA HUERTAS: M nd you, they already had a cap
bef or e.

MR, LAND: So I'mgoing to turn that questi on over
to you, Dave, in terns of how the ELUR works and the
ultimate use on the site.

MR. HAZEBROUK: Well, the site is currently zoned
for commercial industrial use, so it's a |l egal use, |ega
activity to have there. The environnental | and use
restriction is not intended to restrict current | egal
use. The cap, which is also known as an engi neered
barrier, that's going to encapsul ate any contam nants

underneath, but it al so serves the purpose of collecting
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any contam nants that are rel eased on the surface of the
cap, and it wll direct it to stormnvater controls where
t hose contami nants are filtered out.

So that's how they'l|l address current and future
possi bl e rel eases of contam nations, and ELUR is just a
deed restriction that nmakes sure that those restrictions
are maintained into the future.

Does that answer your question fully?

MS. BLAUVELT: | think | can -- if | nmay, | can
build on that about the ELUR. There are provisions in
there that require us to be notified should there be a
change in ownership, a change in site use, any type of
rei nvol venment, any type of disservice to the cap,
intentional or unintentional. |If for whatever reason the
property ceases to be an operating netals processing
facility, sonmething else is processed, that will have to
cone through us.

So that's in there. You know, we do audits of sites
t hat have ELURs annual | y oursel ves to make sure uses
haven't changed, or that the caps that are supposed to be
there are in place and are effective, there's not any
gi ant cracks that are expose underlying soils or allow ng
for new contam nants to get to the underlying soil.

For the soil managenent plan, usually part of the
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soil managenent plan is erosion control, things |ike
that, and what to do if -- like in an energency, utility
work or sonething that requires that there's no tine to
notify us, they have to deal with a gas line, there's
provi sions for that.

But the bottomline is any of those situations
require soneone to notify our office, and then we'll nake
sure they are dealt wth appropriately and renedi ed.

That's the intention of the ELUR as wel |.

MONI CA HUERTAS:. Anot her questi on. So the fire, is
that a fire marshal, is that a fire inspector or
sonet hi ng? What does periodically nean when they go to
I nspect ?

And just for the record, the fire that happened, |
believe the April/May fire of 2024, | had a really bad
asthnma attack. | was awoken. | live a quarter mle away
fromthe site, and | what awoken with asthma. | would
say | was curious because ny asthma had been pretty well
controlled. And 30 mnutes after I woke up, nmy kid woke
up, and then 30 mnutes after that ny other kid woke up
wth asthhma. | was |ike, what the heck is going on?
Sure enough, Linda Perry at 6:30 in the norning was |ike,
There's a fire at the scrap.

So | want to bring that to you since you have four
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children so you can understand where I'mcomng from |
have six children, and, yeah, | want to put that out
there for the record. And so | was awoken by an ast hna
attack because of the snoke com ng in.

And so if you explain a little bit about what the
fire person does -- the fire marshal, or |ike what they
do, what's periodically nean, et cetera. Thank you.

MR. LAND:. So as | nentioned earlier, | regularly go

once a week at least, and | check on that the systens are

still there, for instance, there's fire suppression
equi pnent on site. | believe Matt Leonard was goi ng
weekly, I'"mnot sure --

MR. NICHOLSON: He is.

MR. LAND:. So he's still going weekly.

MONI CA HUERTAS: This is a fire person?

MR. LAND: Yeah, he's not a fire marshal. He's a
fire safety expert.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Ckay.

MR. LAND: And he was hired by RIRM foll owi ng the
| ast fire as part of the proceedings in court after that
fire occurred.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Uh- hum

MR. LAND:. And he was instrunental in devel oping a

pl an approved by the Court to be inplenented at the site.

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

24

But there are several different types of fire
suppressi on systens in place. There's a water truck on
site that serves nultiple purposes, but there are al so
exti ngui shers, snmall and | arge, spread out throughout the
site, including on each piece of equipnent. So each of
t he enpl oyees have been trained by Matt again on how to
use that equi pnent and how to identify risks for fire.

And so if there is a spark or sonething that is
observed or easily observed, they are immediately to take
action to suppress that, keeping their own safety in
consideration, and to notify the fire departnent right
away.

In addition to that, and nore significant to the
fires that occurred, is an infrared canera directed to
the large piles, and that can detect increases in heat
signatures deep in the pile. And that systemnotifies
several different people if it detects any heat increase
in the pile, and those people then will notify the fire
departnment to get there before -- the goal being to get
there before any fire erupts as we had, or as Rhode
I sl and Recycled Metals had a couple of tines this year.

MR. NI CHOLSON: Including, particularly after hours,
t he heat signature froma body, so managenent and the

safety consultant are alerted i medi ately on those heat
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signatures. So that's how sensitive these infrared
caneras are.

ELLEN TUzZZOLO Do | need this?

MR. LAND: You don't, if you can speak | oudly.

ELLEN TUZzZOLO. | can speak loudly. Hello, ny nane
is Ellen Tuzzolo. I'ma resident of Washington Park. |
live about a mle away fromthe site with ny famly and
ny child, who also has asthma. And | have a | ot of
questions, but the one | want to prioritize in case we
don't get to the other ones is, who has the power to shut
down this business, and by what process woul d the people
who have that power shut this business down? Thanks.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Good questi on.

MR. LAND: So respectful of the question and
under st andi ng why you're asking it, | do want to say the
pur pose of this neeting is not to address litigation and
|l egal matters like that. The purpose of this neeting was
to tal k about what Rhode |sland Recycled Metal s has done
at the site in ternms of site investigation, what
remedi ation i s necessary, and what their plans are for
t he future.

| wll say that the Attorney General has filed
pl eadings in court. There were several days of hearings.

And the Judge is considering what action the Judge woul d
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li ke to take or intends to take based upon | egal
principles, the facts that were presented during that
heari ng, and what whatever other factors the Judge wants
t o consi der.

That is the process for addressing the question that
you rai sed about shutting it down. There are other
regul atory authorities. DEMhas its regulatory charge
and has actively been addressing issues at the site.
Beyond that | don't know that | can really answer your
question, but | think that, in ny view, the governnental
authorities that have responsibility in this context have
been proactive in pursuing their charges in the public's
interests. That's ny personal view of what's occurred.

Do you want to defer, R ch? Ckay.

LI NCOLN O NElI L: Ckay. Hi everyone. M nane is

Lincoln Aiver O Neil, a Providence resident born and
rai sed. | appreciate the question of enforcenent.
There's been a | ot of talk about inspections and, |ike,

what is an inspection without enforcenent if there were
I ssues found? So | think it's a fair question. But ny
question is in nore regards to the cap, putting a cap so
close to sensitive, like, estuarine ecosystem |It's
addi ng i npervious surfaces with increased stormater due

to clinmate change and whatnot. | know there are
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potential stornmwater catchnent systens that m ght be
com ng online, but I"mcurious if you can speak to the
potential for flooding and carrying all these hazardous
contam nants that will be continuing to be dunped on this

site with the addition of this inpervious surface, the
cap. Thank you.

MR, HAZEBROUK: Yes. The stornmvater managenent
systemis being designed in conjunction with this
engi neered barrier to prevent direct exposure to
potential underlying soils. And with respect to
stormvat er and contam nants, nost of the contam nants are
nmobi | i zed, you know, in snmall storns, so those wll
regularly be within the capacity of the systemto filter
out before that treated stormvater water is discharged.
And then we have very large storns that may very well
overwhel mthe system but that's nostly rainwater at that
point. It's the contam nants that are flushed out very
early on in the process and they're filtered.

So that's the basic prem se behi nd nbst stormater
systens, they're designed to capture 95 percent of the
stornms that are snmaller in its ability to treat. It's
t he rare hundred-year storns, no stormwater systens are
designed to fully treat that.

ELI NI XON: But there isn't currently a stornmater
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system correct?

(Interruption by the court reporter)

ELI NI XON: Sorry. I'mElIi N xon. | amjust
follow ng up on further stornmwater concerns.

MR. LAND: So | appreciate that question. | wll
ask that everybody try to nmanage their responses because
it can get a little unw el dy, and we do have peopl e that
have been raising their hands. So |I do want to foll ow up
on that.

| f you could pause for one second. | don't know,

M. Stang, did you have a question?

RI CHARD STANG |'I| defer.

MR. LAND: Go ahead.

JUSTICE GAINES: Justin Gaines again. |I'mtrying to
say this respectfully. | don't know what tineline y'all
are living in. W're in 2024. CQur hundred-year storns
are now 15-year storms. (Appl ause). They are happeni ng
regularly, so how can we can be sure when we do even have
the design of this stormmater systemthat it can capture
a hundred-year storm because that's what those of us who
live in the area are worried about. W are worried about
a hundred-year storm

If we're saying the ELUR or whatever it's called,

the | and managenent thing, is not going to stop nore
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contam nants from being put on top of the site, what
you're saying is that we're putting a cap now, we're
going to keep contam nating the site, and once the big
storm overwhel ns our system y'all are fucked. That's
what you're telling us, and that's what we're heari ng.

So that's why |I'm confused by the plan, and | think
sone of the rest of us are, because it doesn't sound
sustainable. It sounds |ike a stopgap to all ow Recycl ed
Metals to keep polluting the area. (Appl ause).

ELI NI XON: That's right.

MR, HAZEBROUK: So, you know, in conjunction with
putting a cap down there, inpervious cap, there will be
processes in place to mnimze the use of hazardous
materials in the first place. But it is a sal vage yard.
It's a netal recycling facility, and when it cones to
stormnat er, you're managi hg what you can, you're
m nim zing rel eases should there should be | ess
contam nation on the surface of this thing. And in nost
cases, storns that are within the design criteria of the
systemw || be effectively treated and captured, which
represents the vast majority of the potenti al
cont am nant s.

But, you know, | recognize clinate change, and

bi gger storns are becom ng nore preval ent, you know, nore
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often, but there's alimt to what you can treat or what
you can capture. You know, if you're getting 20, 000
gallons a mnute, you know, going into a tank that's
desi gned to hold naybe 10, 000 gall ons, obviously, that's
not feasible. And the entire site would be one giant
vessel. So that's not feasible, nor is it feasible on
any ot her properties that need to nanage stormater.

So the stormmwater design is being done in conpliance
W th every other site that needs to show and denonstrate
to DEMthat it's effectively capturing and filtering any
pol l utants before it's discharged.

MR. NICHOLSON: And that's essentially the answer.
Qur application is -- our applications, and assum ng t hey
get approved, wll be conpliant wwth state | aw and
regul ati ons.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Who changes state | aw now?

JED THORP: Two other the stormnater-rel ated
questions. One is in Metro Providence a | ot of
stormmater i s now captured and sent to the wastewater
treatnment plant. Can you clarify for me the stormdrains
that are on the street side of the property, those storm
drains do not go to -- the stormmater that is captured in
t hose drai ns does not go to the wastewater treatnent

plant; is that correct?
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MR. HAZEBROUK: The catch basins that are on Allens
Ave?

JED THORP: Ri ght.

MR. HAZEBROUK: Those go out to the --

JED THORP: They are discharged to the Bay.

MR, HAZEBROUK: Yes.

JED THORP: Either directly or alnost directly.

MR, HAZEBROUK: Yes.

JED THORP: And ny second question is, recognizing
nmy under st andi ng you guys have to conplete the site
renedi ati on plan before you can nove forward with the
stormnat er di scharge permt, how | ong do you expect the
time to be between when you put the cap in place and
conplete this work and when you're able to create a
stormavat er coll ection systemon site? Are we | ooking at
six months, a year, two years? It mght be hard to
guess, but how | ong are we going to be |ooking at in
between that? |s that question better for Rich?

MR. HAZEBROUK: You m ght be better in tune with the
schedul i ng.

MR. NICHOLSON: Sure. So right now we're in the
pre-applicati on phase. On the heels of DEMissuing a
programletter, they asked us to -- they requested that

we bring in a structural engineer. So we're now goi ng
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t hrough the process of the geotech design. | anticipate
in the next two weeks we'l|l have a conplete tineline as
to when we can conplete our application, submt to DEM a
hundred percent design, and fromthere we woul d t hen nmake
our applications, and we're anticipating that process

w || take about nine nonths.

JED THORP: Thank you.

MR, NI CHOLSON:  You're wel cone.

And the first part of your question with regard to
catch basins outside on Allens Ave, they're being
directed to a tributary that |leads into the Providence
Ri ver, and that's been under DEM i nvesti gation, and
they're | ooking at, | suspect, ways of treating that
wat er because of the constant stream of water, oil sheen
and the |like comng fromthe hi ghway system

JED THORP: O course.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Uh- hum

MR. NI CHOLSON: Yeah, you've seen them

MONI CA HUERTAS: In that site, all the stuff that
was outlined in the map, that all goes down there.

JOANNE RICH:  Hello, ny nanme is Joanne Rich, and
wor ked for 15 years at the Community Preparatory School,
so that's ny connection on the neighborhood. | live on

t he East Si de. And |' m concer ned about the stor miat er
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because all of the flooding that we've seen when things
go downhill. And the Washi ngton Park, South Provi dence,
it all goes right down that hill, catches everything
that's on the highway, and then goes to the site. So

t here's ongoing runoff toxic stuff onto this site that's
capped. So the wastewater system needs to be able to
capture all of that.

But the thing that has ne concerned, | know there's
adj udi cation and things before the Court system when the
design for the cap is determned, |I'massum ng that the
conpany is paying for it?

MR, NI CHOLSON: Yes.

JOANNE RICH: And who gets to determne if the
design is adequate, and who gets to determ ne whet her or
not it has been adequately executed, and what are the
steps along the way, and how nuch teeth does DEM -- |
keep pointing in the DEMdirection -- how nuch teeth does
DEM have to grind things to a halt at the first sign of
nonconpl i ance?

| just also wanted to nention, | got here about 6:04
because | had to wal k around the building, and the
neeti ng was al ready underway, and | had to assune who all
of you are. It would have been nice if you had nane

cards or if you reintroduced yourselves. | think it felt

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

34

to me as sonebody walking in |ike that you really didn't
want us to know. And so | would appreciate it -- |I'm new

to this. Post election | thought that |'ve got to get

active locally. | would appreciate nore show of good
faith. W're a community, and we're all in this
together. These are all our kids. These are -- we're

all known to this ecosystem So | hope to see that we

don't have to have an adversarial relationship with your

conpany - -
MR NI CHOLSON: | agree.
JOANNE RI CH: -- but instead, as nenbers of a

community, you are, we are, if we're going to work
together to keep everybody's kids healthy. Wat | have
saw at Community Prep is that kids would -- this is in
Sout h Provi dence, kids would have to m ss school because
of asthna. These are sone of the hardest working kids
with so much prom se that were going to Conmunity Prep.
What we find is that pollution reenforces the cycles of
poverty that we see in the comunity, and it ends up just
costing everybody nore when the kids can't get ahead.

So | want to invite you to consider yourself an
active nenber of our community and to act in good faith
and transparency and go forward together to solve this

probl em
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MR LAND:. So I"'mgoing to try to unpack that. That

was a lot. 1'Il start with the introductions, and I'm
sorry you mssed it, and whoever mssed it. M nane is
Rick Land. | amthe court-appointed special master. |I'm
not an advocate for RIRM |I'mnot a representative of
the State. | was appointed by the Court for a variety of

pur poses, all encapsulated in various court orders.

JOANNE RICH:  You are an attorney.

MR, LAND: | am an attorney.

To ny far right is Isabella G aconmo and David
Hazebr ouk, and they are from Lake Shore Environnental.
They are the consultant for RRRM They're consultants
t hat have been working on all these materials that have
been shared today.

To ny left is Rch Nicholson. He is the attorney
for Rhode Island Recycled Metals.

So that is the introduction. | volunteered to
noderate this neeting after the |ast one didn't go as
well as sone people would have hoped. So |I'm hoping that
this one is going better fromnultiple perspectives.

So com ng back to try to address each of your
questions, not necessarily in order. There are different
aspects -- I'mgoing to stop and start over.

There are different aspects of the project, and |I'm
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calling it Rhode Island Recycled Metals waterfront
project for sinplicity purposes. The first step in the
process was to identify what contam nants exi sted at the
site or exist at the site. That was part of the
presentation last tinme, in nuch nore detail. It was
intentionally less detailed this tinme based upon feedback
t hat Rhode | sland Recycled Metals received. And the
presentati on was created by fol ks around the table, not
by me, but that's the reason it was | ess detailed this
time. Last tine it was nore detailed, and of course it's
not intended to provide |less infornmation generally, but
totry to nove this process along and be nore hel pful.

The site investigation report then educates as to
what needs to be done on the site to address what ever
contam nants are there. That is the encapsul ati on that
t hese fol ks have been tal king about. The encapsul ati on
is intended to address the contam nants that exist.

The next phase is what do with this site going
forward. And in sone respects, sone of these things are
dealt with together. So tal king about stormater
controls is part of the overall systemthat will be part
of the encapsul ati on, because you wouldn't want to, for
I nstance, put a four-foot -- and I'mnot saying this wll

be the solution -- put a four-foot |ayer of concrete on
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the site, and then just go dig that up to put stormater
controls in place. So there wll be a plan.

Al'l throughout this process DEM has been proactive
I n addressing both issues at this site, separate and
apart fromthe site investigation report and separate and
apart fromthe plan that RRRMwants to have in place, but
I ndependently exercising their jurisdictional obligations
to address issues at this site.

So | did want to nake that clear, because there have
been questi ons before about what is DEM doing. In ny
vi ew DEM has been very proactive here is nmaking their
very significant effort to protect the interests of the
general public.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Community nmade them

MR. LAND:. Well, you know - -

MONI CA HUERTAS: Community nmade t hem

MR. LAND: That may or nay not be the case. |'m
just telling you fromny perspective having --

MONI CA HUERTAS: My perspecti ve.

MR. LAND:. -- observed what's been going on fromny
per spective. Again, DEM has been proactive.

On a going-forward basis DEM has oversi ght in what
gets approved at this site. And, again, that's a

process. That includes applications, pre-application
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neetings, as you've heard, and then an application
process for each phase. And that also includes the ELUR
and what the ELUR requires and what ultimately gets

I mproved.

So | think I touched upon all of your questions. |
don't know if |'ve done an adequate job of answering
them On a going-forward basis, you know, |'ve heard
this eveni ng about ongoing contam nation. | don't want
to mnimze anybody's concerns. That is not ny intention
here. The goal of any good operator is to mnimze
rel eases, mnimze environnental contan nation.

So on an assumption that over tinme sonething does
get approved and inplenented at this site, ongoing
operations are subject to regulatory oversight, just I|ike
this site is now So ny expectation is that both the
operator of this site, whether RIRM or sonebody el se, has
an obligation to maintain and perform-- maintain the
busi ness and perform consi stent wth environnental
regul ati ons, and DEM has an obligation and duty to
oversee that. And | think you' ve heard them say that
that's what they have done and that's what they intend to
do.

So | share that, and | hope |I've touched upon all

your questions. Again, |I'mnot trying to advocate one
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way or another, | just want to share information as best
| can.

JOANNE RICH: So nmaybe a foll owup question. Are
you a DEM person?

M5. BLAUVELT: Me?

JOANNE RI CH:  Yes.

MS. BLAUVELT: Yes, | am

JOANNE RICH: Can | ask a question to you? So if at
a point there's nonconpliance, what are DEM s options?

And it seens, you know, |I'mreading here, |I'm
reading there, it seens |ike they' ve been fined, and
t here have been fines, and they have been paid or not be
paid. So at what point -- again, I"'minterested in good
faith, right -- so at what point are there teeth.

MS. BLAUVELT: So on this site in particular, it's
not easy to -- we're already kind of in that where the
teeth are with the courts. This is sinmultaneously being
wor ked through in the court systemand getting things in
order. |I'mnot |lawer, so | can't really speak to that,
but, you know, we have our adm nistrative process of, you
know, we refer things down for notice of violation, and
t hat goes out to, you know, our legal office, and it's
considered for legal -- what do you call it -- we do

| egal enforcenent actions.
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So there is this whol e ot her sinultaneous, you know,
case with the courts where we are al so cone to agreenent
in witing wwth the courts. Correct nme if |I'm w ong.

VOCE: W're waiting for a decision fromthe
courts.

JOANNE RI CH: Ckay.

MS. BLAUVELT: So we're kind of there. And our
ot her nmechanismis if we don't -- once that renedi al
action work plan cones, as all the fine details of the
proposed cap and renedi al plan, you know, we reviewthat
in detail, and we'll issue comments back to themif we
don't like what we see or sonething is mssing. W won't
I ssue an approval for that until we are fully satisfied
that we believe that this renmedy is going to protect
human health and the environnental from both the
contam nants at the site and future rel eases that nay
occur, know ng what we know about the operations at the
site that are ongoing.

You know, | don't want to sign ny nane to anything
t hat goes bad.

JOANNE RI CH:  True.

MS. BLAUVELT: | take that responsibility very
seriously. You know, you only have ny word for it.

JOANNE RICH: And | apol ogi ze for bei ng new and
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having a | ot of questions. | know a | ot of people have
been working very hard for a long tine.

MS. BLAUVELT: There is also -- there's handouts
over there, and if you go to our website, all these site
renedi ati on docunments, which it's an exhaustive list, are
post ed, upl oaded there. For review of stormnater, that
Is a separate office than us. So it's sinultaneous, but
details pertaining to the stormaater proposal application
process woul d be better directed to them through their
office. However, we're not going to issue, you know,
full approval of anything until we're all kind of
internally working together to nake sure we're in |line.
We need to also know that there's going to be stormater
systens that they're good with that their office is going
to work through. So we're certainly behind the scenes
maki ng sure of that. You know, we're doing our duty.

MR. LAND: This gentl enman over here.

DWAYNE KEYS: (Good eveni ng everyone. Dwayne Keys,

resident of the south side of Providence. | actually
have two questions. One, this ELUR | don't know who can
answer this, like, is there something in witing that we

all can read that says what happens if there's sonething
that is found in these annual inspections that is

harnful ? Wat actions do they have, that would cause us
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to have a better understanding? Wat are those steps in

pl ace that can give us a better idea? Wat can we expect
in terns of what woul d happen, what could occur? Was is

the action that's going to take place whoever is involved
in that process?

And then to a followup to that, as to the
regul atory bodies, where is the Departnent of Business
Regul ations involved in this process as the one who
overall does the overall business regulation wth any
busi ness operating in the state? | don't knowin terns
of their involvenent in regulation with this business,
that can be hel pful with us, just as |I'm heari ng about
t hese concerns with DEM where is it at? So it's kind of
| i ke those two things.

MR. LAND:. So let nme answer a couple of things.
First off, the ELUR will be a docunent that is be worked
t hrough between Rhode | sl and Recycled Metals at the
appropriate tine and DEM and ultinmately there's a
process for approval of an ELUR  That docunent wl |
spell out what limtations there are on the property and
what requirenents are inposed upon Rhode |sland Recycl ed
Metals to report any issues, but also what happens if.

Then at that point I1'"'mgoing to defer to DEMto

comment on what would happen if there's a violation,
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because there's different kinds of violations
potentially.

And then once you are done, I'mgoing to turn it
over to Rich to answer the DBR question, because | think
Rich is best situated to do that.

MS. BLAUVELT: So the environnental | and use
restrictions begin wwth a standard tenplate that's been
wor ked on over the years with the | egal departnent. So
there is standard | anguage that we work off of that w |
address a the | ot of what you're asking. You know, every
siteis different with slightly different, you know,
restrictions or reporting requirenents, but on our
website, and | can certainly send it out or post it,
there is an ELUR tenplate that gets worked off of, and
t hen we have exanpl es of what a soil nanagenent plan
| ooks l'ike. Again, different for every site, but it
spells out what nornmally you woul d see as far as when DEM
should be notified, and the tinelines for renedi ati ng an
I ssue post after it's filed, after the site is in
conpl i ance.

And then on top of that, we, ourselves, we audit
sites every year that have -- you know, doing inspections
t hat have ELURs, and if we see a cap that needs repair,

or if we see, Oh, ny God, there's a house there, then
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that triggers our enforcenent process for us to go to the
property owner with, What the hell is going on? And that
triggers our response, and we followup with our

requi rements and make sure, you know, at |east we get
back on track.

So we have a couple of thousand sites, so we do our

best to stay on top of themall, but that's kind of the
process. |It's supposed to be -- for the npst part we're
supposed to be notified. |It's spelled out in ELUR the

soi |l managenent plan. W notify you, Wiat's up with X
Y, Zz? A, B, C happened. W also try to do our own
I nspections to check those out.

MONI CA HUERTAS: So they've got to call the cops on
t henmsel ves?

M5. BLAUVELT: Yes.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Ckay.

MS. BLAUVELT: That would be the requirenent. Then
iIf we don't receive those inspections, then we al so, you
know, send out a letter of nonconpliance.

MONI CA HUERTAS: | know. That's why | called them
for. You guys are the cops.

MS. BLAUVELT: Oh, we're the cops in that situation.
Ckay.

MR LAND:. So with that, I'mgoing to ask Rich to
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answer the DBR questi on.
MR. NICHOLSON: Right. So DBR does not issue
| icenses to our facility. W enjoy two |icense, a
precious netals license and a netal recycling |icense,
and DBR isn't the authority on it.
DWAYNE KEYS: Wwo is -- first of all, who is the
authority?
MR. NI CHOLSON: The Rhode I|sland Attorney CGeneral.
VALERI E REI SHUK: Hi, |I'm Val Reishuk, and | live on

the East Side too. A friend of mne who lives in
Washi ngt on Park asked ne earlier this year to pay nore
attention to this issue, and | prom sed her | would do
that. And I'mglad | canme toni ght because you guys have
given ne ton of infornmation that's very, very hel pful.
And | am pl eased to see that the health equity concerns
are being recorded tonight. | think that seens to be
part of what's going on here. Not only are the sol utions
t o cappi ng bei ng exam ned and expl ai ned, but the health
equity concerns are being voiced so that | can hear that,
and ot her East-Siders can hear that and can | et people
know about t hat.

Wien there are health equity concerns in the city,
it affects all of us. |If there are kids growi ng up here

who have asthma, that's affecting their futures. It's

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

46

affecting their learning, I know, I'"'ma retired teacher.
It's affecting the future of this whole city.

So I'mglad | cane, and | hope that nore East-Siders
will get involved in the issue, and thank you very nuch
for being thorough and conpl et e.

MONI CA HUERTAS: You're wel cone. Because we asked
themto conme here again because they didn't do a good job
the first tine. So you're very wel conme, nma'am

PAULA DONOVAN: My nane is Paul a Donovan. |'m al so
a resident of the south side. And perhaps this question
has al ready been asked, but |'mreadi ng under proposed
remedy that encapsulation is the renmedy, and | wondered
why there was no di scussi on about actually renoving sone
of the contam nated soil before it's encapsul ated, if
that is an option, and if it is an option, why it isn't
bei ng done?

MR. HAZEBROUK: Well, the volune of soil that has
contam nants by DEM standards would be so | arge, there
woul d be a caravan of trucks non-stop running fromthere
to the landfill, taking up valuable landfill space. That
just shifts the problemto another town.

MONI CA HUERTAS: God forbid it's in Johnston.

MR. HAZEBROUK: And, realistically, the

contam nants, you know, the em ssions fromall those
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trucks are going to be far worse than any inpact fromthe
soil that's on the site. It's not volatile, so they're
not contam nants that evaporate and can cause an issue
of, like, indoor air problens.

G ound water contam nation has not exceeded any DEM
standards. So it's strictly a soil issue and potenti al
for exposure through direct contact or potentially dust.

So if you encapsulate it in place, it's not going
anywhere. You're not creating extra pollution from
having all those trips of trucks going sonewhere. And if
It was a hotspot in one particular |location that was
exceedi ngly high, that m ght nake sense to do that, a
hot spot for renediation. But this is w de spread across
t he whole site.

Alot of it -- you know, sone of the contam nants
that are there were fromthe prior occupant of the site.
That area along Al ens Avenue has had hundreds of years
of industrial activity. So in those cases when you're
dealing with |l arge volunes of soil that generally have
| ow contam nant | evels, and they only exceed in direct
contact, then encapsulating themin place is often
environnentally the best way to deal with it.

MR, NICHOLSON: So as part of the SIR, we worked

wth DEMcl osely, and DEM put a |lot of requirenents in
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pl ace, so nuch so we were concerned whet her there was
even a legal basis to ask us for those types of testing
they're asking for. Because, again, we're sitting on top
of a GB water table, decades, actually --

VO CE: What does that nean, GB?

MR. NI CHOLSON: Not potable. You can't drink the
water. It's been contam nated for decades and decades
and decades and decades and decades, and that's the water
table we sit on.

And we got into it at the last presentation that the
soil contam nation there is characteristic to urban fill,
preexisted ny client, characteristic of asphalt cover.

So what you see at RIRM ot her than perhaps sone
petroleumthat spilled, but it's not sonething where you
woul d excavate because it hasn't even reached a certain
exceedance to be hazardous. R ght. If it's hazardous,
it would have to be taken to a hazardous landfill. W
did not neet that criteria where by regulation it would
have to be renoved fromthe site.

And | think where M. Hazebrouk was going is if the
regul ations required us to excavate the site, that's all
of Allens Avenue. And the site characteristics here are
very consistent with what you see up and down All ens

Avenue. That's just the nature of what we inherited when

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

49

we noved back there in 2009.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Five hundred years of
capitalization -- what is it? Capitalism and
destruction.

MR, LAND: Just a mnute, please.

PEDRO ESPI NAL: Thank you. Council man Pedro
Espinal. | represent Washi ngton Park, which is exactly
where this is happening. So | want to be thankful and
grateful to the people that are here, here on our behalf,
especially if you don't live in the area. So the folKks
fromthe East Side, thank you so much, because you have
an interest in this, because this is critical and this is
very inportant.

"' mnot going to ask specific questions. |'m going
to leave that to the expert here, M. R chard Stang from
t he Conservati on Law Foundation, Jeb Thorp, and Monica
and sone of the advocates that are here that have
contri buted i mense work when it cones to this. But ny
comments are nore as far as comunity, | want to build on
what you guys said, the process.

As | was driving here, | was asking nyself, Why aml
driving to the West End, three mles fromwhere this is
happeni ng? You know, right there it tells you that there

I's sonet hing wong, which is what you were saying. Thank
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you for that.

The first nmeeting we had a few blocks from here, the
Menorial Library not far fromhere. This is the Wst
End. This is happening in Washi ngton Park, |ower south
Provi dence, on that side near the port. W don't need to
find ourselves three or four mles away fromthere in a
small roomin the West End in a confined space where
we're probably breaking the fire code right now, because
I don't think this nunber of people bel ongs here.

But here we are. Let ne be positive about this.
Wiere we are today we were not six nonths ago. So you're
here. There was sonet hi ng happeni ng, and there's a
process in place, the community is here, although not
where it belongs, but it's here, and peopl e have an
opportunity to ask questions. So that's positive, that's
good, because at |east we're getting sonething going.

But going forward, | don't know if you're going to have
anot her opportunity like this, God knows what tonorrow
hol ds, pl ease know this belongs to the Washi ngton Park
Community Center or belongs to the John Rollins Center.
Pl ease take note because any other neeting like this has
to happen there or it's just not going to work. W
shoul d open up an opportunity for all the residents that

want to be part of this to have that opportunity and not
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do it in such a way that signals that there is sonething
wong. It should not be this way. | think that it's
sonet hi ng positive when you bring the comunity together.
And if we can tackle this issue together, we can produce
better results, and | think we all aimat doing that, and
that's what we want.

So I'll yield the rest of ny tine to R chard,
because it's getting late, and |'m sure he's got a ton of
questi ons, and he's probably going to talk about things
that nake a | ot nore sense than nme trying to put sone
t hi ngs i nto context.

Ri chard, pl ease.

MR. LAND: Before we hear fromRichard, if you don't
mnd, | do want to give |sabella an opportunity to speak.

You set up the neetings; right?

M5. G ACOMD | did.

MR, LAND: 1I'Il give her an opportunity to speak.
I*'mnot sure what's funny about that, because | know
there were sone issues in terns of getting a space.

M. GACOMOD So we reached out to quite a few
facilities. One of the comments about the Knight
Menorial Library, understandably, it was not ADA
conpliant. So that was one of the stipulations for the

next neeting, we wanted to nmake sure the | ocation was ADA
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conpl i ant.

We did look into the John H Rollins Comunity
Center. W did that last tinme and this tine. W reached
out to the assistant director there, and they informed us
t hat we needed to get approval from you, Council nan
Espinal. So we did reach out both tinmes. | think Dave
got in touch with your secretary. He said that he'd
| eave a nessage with you about scheduling it. But that
was the preferred | ocation for, honestly, both of these
past neetings, the John H Rollins Center, because, you
know, obviously, we're trying to reach the Washi ngt on
Par k residents.

So that was absolutely our intention, but because
that didn't work out, we pivoted to anot her ADA conpli ant
| ocation that was further, but still accessible. So
that's why we are here tonight.

PEDRO ESPI NAL: | f that did happen, 1'Il find out
tonorrow. That nessage never got to ne, because you
woul d have a space at the John Rollins Center because

that's where it bel ongs, the Washi ngton Park Community

Center. 1'll find out tonorrow. |If that is true, |
apol ogi ze. | thank you for that.
MR. NICHOLSON: | can al so speak about ny

conver sati ons. We have had dozens of e-mails back and
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forth between our teamand DEM also the city solicitor,
M. Mario -- help ne out.

MR. LAND: Mario Martone?

MR. NI CHOLSON: Martone, yes. Asking Mario to reach
out to you as well for help. Qur M. Hazebrouk and
| sabella actually went to these other sites in person and
asked perm ssion. W got denied. W struggled. W
struggled really hard. W had three | ocations in your
area, and we were deni ed.

So we went back to DEM and said, What el se do we do?
They nade sone suggestions. W still ran into
roadbl ocks. | suggested, let's get a hotel, and we'l|
rent buses to bring everyone to another |ocation if we
needed to. W worked really hard to have a pl ace that
was conveni ent.

PEDRO ESPI NAL: So that was all the |ocations?

MR, NICHOLSON: We were turned away. At sone point
we can share all of the e-mails.

PEDRO ESPI NAL: Pl ease share nore specific
I nformation on | ocati ons.

MR. NI CHOLSON: Yeah, we can send you those e-mails
SO you can get an appreciation for the anmount of effort
that went into us trying to get a location in your

nei ghbor hood.
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PEDRO ESPI NAL: Thank you.

MR. NI CHOLSON: Thank you.

MR. LAND: So, Richard, did you have a question?

RI CHARD STANG  Thank you. |I'm Richard Stang,
Conservati on Law Foundati on in Providence, Rhode Isl and.
| have several questions, but I'll try tolimt it just

to one right now.

54

Just |l ooking at the DEM site renedi ati on regul ati ons

under Section 1.10, renedial action work plan, that says
that the work plan shall present a renedial action which
addresses renedi al objectives. One of those objectives
Is air objectives. The perform ng party shall propose a
remedi al objective for all hazardous substances found

t hat have actual or potential inpacts on air quality,
whet her from gaseous or particul ate em ssions. And that
actually references directly the Rhode Island Cean Ar
Act, which, as you know, is basically part of the Federal
Clean Air Act.

And one of the purposes of the Cean Air Act

regulation is to prohibit burning any naterial in an open

fire in connection with any sal vage, industrial,
commercial, or institutional operation.
There's been two out-of-control open fires at this

site within the | ast year alone. Wen | was at this
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public participation plan neeting the first tine, we were
told that based upon air-quality nonitoring in the area,
it proved that there was no contam nants coni ng out of
those flamng piles. | chall enge anyone to stand in that
snmoke for five m nutes and see how you survive that

peri od.

You know, Monica has testified after the first fire
she and her famly had asthna attacks. The problemis,
and | ask for this, CLF asked for this, and other people
asked for this in the last round of comrents, there
shoul d be very sophisticated air-nonitoring equi pment,
continuous air-nonitoring equi pnent at the site so if
anot her fire breaks out, you can nonitor everything
that's happening and comng off that site and the extent
of it, because that's one of the biggest problens. |If
you have danage, but you can't prove where that danmge
cane from you're stuck. And that's been a problem
plaguing this site and this community for a couple of
decades.

So, again, | would really say that the site
renmedi ati on plan should require sophisticated conti nuous
air-nonitoring equi pmrent on the site, and that DEM has
the ability so that those nonitoring results are

constantly fed to DEM so they can see what's happeni ng,
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and that the DEM has the right to i nspect those
nonitoring controls. Wthout that, we're just -- | know
that you put in or you are looking to put in a fire
suppression system infrared pieces, but let's be honest,
those two fires were caused in netal piles. | know there
was sone question, nmaybe there was sone arson goi ng on
with one of the fires, which seens strange because it's
supposed to be a secure site, but when a netal pile
catches on fire, it's because it's not managed correctly,
and it's exposed to the el enents, which cause chem ca
processes to undergo in those piles, and it heats up to a
point that it's a flash point. And it's not just netal.
You have netal wth plastic, with fibers. There's PFAs
materials in that stuff, and when it connects with a
flame and goes up in snoke, God only knows what

contam nation i s being spread around the community.

Absol utely, DEM has the authority to require and
should require these air-nonitoring systens be put in
pl ace at the site. (Appl ause).

MR NCHOLSON: My client wwll remain open m nded
about putting those types of control -- nonitoring
systens in place. You know, we're sensitive to the
community. We're sensitive to our enpl oyees and peopl e

that cone to our site, which is why we put OSHA PELs on
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our enpl oyees, and fortunately, those results cane back
where they have no exposure. GCkay. This is the dust.

That said, | appreciate your point about putting
24/ 7/ 365 air nonitoring around the perineter, but part of
t he problem here is we have Mdtiva, we have Narragansett
Home | nprovenent, the actual facility, we have Sins, we
have Schnitzer.

MONI CA HUERTAS: They need it too.

MR NICHOLSON: Right. Right. No, seriously, if
one needs to do it, everyone needs to do it, because air
travels -- contam nants fromsites travel. And we have
95 and 195. W have house fires. W have car fires.
The anount of house fires and car fires in your
nei ghbor hood far exceed what happened at ny client's, but
fires happen.

MONI CA HUERTAS: That's not in good faith. That's
not good faith.

MR. NI CHOLSON: But fires happen, and ny client has
put a systemin place and technology in place for early
detecti on and suppression. And, you know, it would be
di si ngenuous if we said there will never will be another
fire there, because fires are known to happen at netal s
recycling facilities. Wy, because things happen. But

we have been working with the State Fire Marshal, worKking

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

58

Wi th our experts, we have reconfigured our site, better
managenent of the piles, wth infrared, nearby
suppression, and we do put PELs on our enployees for
periodic nonitoring. And, yes, we will certainly be
happy to put constant air nonitoring around the system on
our site, but everyone el se needs to do it too, because
we have snells and ot her dust contam nants conm ng from

t hose sites, those |ocations.

| nmean, how on God's green earth can we then discern
that what is being detected by air nonitoring isn't
com ng from next-door? R ght?

VO CE: You can figure it out.

MR. NI CHOLSON: Yeah, but it requires nore.

RI CHARD STANG First of all, as you know, we are
tal ki ng about RIRM now, not all these other players. And
I wish we had the power to get the |legislature, get the
city to ban these pieces going further. God knows we've
tried and failed because they don't want to listen to us.
However, your conpany -- not your conpany, but the
conpany you represent, has been there for over 20 years.
When did they first start operation?

MR. NI CHOLSON: 2009, at the request of the State.

Rl CHARD STANG. Ckay. Fifteen years. kay, so 15

years. |In the neantine there's just a DEMrecord of over
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133 docunents that you need to review if you really want
to know what's going on. There's a court litigation
started in 2015.

MR. NICHOLSON: | have been there since then.

Rl CHARD STANG  Seven pages of docunents that have
been filed, back and forth, back and forth. |If there's
ever a case now where a site, a conpany, should be nade
to have conti nuous nonitoring equipnent on it is this
one. I|I'mglad you' re taking care of the enpl oyees with
the dust. But |I don't think the community is concerned
about dust. They're concerned about what goes up in
snoke at those sites and having the ability to fully
docunent that snpke.

And if a byproduct of that testing neans the testing
equi pnent picks up naterials sent by Mdtiva or sent by
t he asphalt plant, et cetera, that's a great public
service, because it's telling the community,
specifically, there is nore of a problemfrom around
here, it's not just Rhode Island Recycled Metals, and it
opens up the ability to force those other conpanies to
have the sane thing as well.

You have to be able to allow the communities to
measure the harmthat's happening to them |If you don't,

you're able to hide behind that |lack of information in
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the court systemthat you know you'l|l be protected every
ti me because you can't cone up with the sufficient proof.
That's ny point.

MR. NI CHOLSON: W wel cone the conversation. W're
not going to sit here and say, no, we're not going to do
that. And I'mnot going to say we're going to consider
it and not. W have to | ook at the technology that's out
there. Maybe there's a way of installing these types of
systens so if there is a fire, they activate. So there
are systens out there, we just need to ook at themto
see what's reasonabl e and practical under the
ci rcunst ances.

And there's one thing | just want to just nake

clear, if I may, is -- now, |I'mgoing to go back to the
transcript, but | don't think we said there are no
contam nants com ng out of the fire. | think what we

said was that the DEMreported to the Provi dence Journal
that there are no inpact to public health. And we didn't
report that to the paper. It was DEMthat reported it to
the paper, and it was also the State Fire Marshal.

MR, LAND: Just to be clear, and | don't want to get

t oo bogged down here, I'"'mnot sure it was DEM Rich. |
know it was reported in the paper, | read it too, | just
don't know where that report cane from It was
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publ i shed.

MR NICHOLSON: It was remarks --

RI CHARD STANG | also have ny own notes. | wote
down what was said. So ny own notes tell nme, unless |
lie to nyself when | wite the notes --

MR. NI CHOLSON: Yeah, 1'll go back to the
transcri pt.

RI CHARD STANG I n ny comments, | asked
specifically, and the answer, response back fromthe
conpany was that is sonething between DEM and t he
conpany. But the whole point of this is to have the
community participate in the clean-up plan, participate
in the renedi ati on pl an.

|'ve spoken to a ot of these community nenbers,

t hey want those -- they, their voices, they want those
monitors. So if you include the community with the
conpany and DEM it's very clear what this group that's
participating, by law has a right participate in this,
and participation just doesn't nean |i stening.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Thank you.

RI CHARD STANG Then that is what they want. That's
t he demand being nmade. |I'msaying it to the conpany, |I'm
saying to DEM |I'msaying it to you, Richard.

MR NICHOLSON: And it's Richard; right?
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RI CHARD STANG Richard Stang.
MR. NICHOLSON: Yeah, 1'll reach out to you in the
next day or two, and we can have this dial og. Because,
again, | think we're on the sane sheet of nmusic. W care

about the people on the site, we care about the custoners
who use the site, we care about the conmmunity, and
anything we can do to bring the anxiety |level way down,
we are all in.

Rl CHARD STANG  Good.

JOANNE RICH: So I love to see that good faith
That's great. What | did at Community Prep for 15 years
was fundraising, and this seens |ike a great grant
request.

MR, NICHOLSON: | |ove that.

JOANNE RICH:  No, no, no. You're going to pay for
it. If you don't, | can think of a list of foundations
that mght really love to put air nonitors all over the
pl ace, and then nmaybe you don't get to decide what they
are and how they work and if they report in realtine, and
maybe they go to public feed. WMaybe those air nonitors
are on a public website and not --

MONI CA HUERTAS: O a bill board.

JOANNE RICH: -- sonething you' ve arranged wi th DEM

It's not Athreat. [|I'mjust always witing grants in ny

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

63

head. So | want to encourage the cooperation and the
good faith so that informati on can get out to the
community, and naybe it does spread all up and down that
wat erfront, and maybe it becones clear that that's really
not a great place to have those businesses. And
eventually we nake that public use, access to the
community, we clean up that space, and we have it be a
real asset to the city, which I w sh would have happened
i n the conprehensive pl an.

And we can tal k about that at another tine, but that
conprehensive plan is another reason |I'm here tonight.
So anyway. . .

ELLEN TUZZOLO |I'm hoping that sone of you all can
I magi ne why the community m ght be skeptical of sort of
| ooking at the history of this business and the vari ous
ways that citations and | awsuits and settl enents and
what not have been i gnored and di sregarded, and now
sonehow we can pivot fromthat to believing there's a
state-of-the-art fire suppression systemgoing in with
heat sensors and bl uegedy bl ah, and fire -- | don't know
what 30-pound fire extinguishers are going to do to that
fire, but it's really hard for ne to accept that | abel of
"state of the art."”

And I'"mcurious in terns of the experts you're
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consulting with. M guess is that there are differences
in fire suppression systens that are needed in a scrap
yard that's not right next to a giant petrochem cal
holding facility. And I'mwondering if we -- | would

li ke to request as a community nenber, you asked how you
all can reduce our anxiety, | wll tell you |l go to sleep
t hi nki ng about this, about what woul d happen if a giant
fire in that scrap yard sets one of those jet fuel tanks
on fire. Because |'mpretty sure the 14 mles of us
woul d be dead, from what | can under st and.

So ny question is, are there other places in the
country that have so brilliantly put these two types of
facilities next to each other, and if they have, what are
the best practices for fire suppression for a scrap netal
yard for which apparently fires are just going to happen
because t hi ngs happen next to a gi ant petrochemn cal
facility?

Qoviously, I"mvery fired up about this, and I would
| ove to hear any information you have, and |I'm
legitimately asking for sone i nformati on about best
practices on that. Thank you.

MR, LAND: Well, 1'lIl speak for nyself. [|I'mnot
famliar with whether or not this exact situation is in

ot her pl aces.

Rebecca J. Forte Court Reporters
(401)474-8441 stenorf@gmail.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - December 3, 2024

65

ELLEN TUZZOLO  Sonebody should be famliar with
that. That seens |like a big deal.

MR. LAND: Perhaps the conpany is. As | nentioned
earlier, I"'mnot the representative of the conpany.

Il wll say, | just want to be clear that what |
descri bed was what was i nplenented factually. So |I don't
know i f your takeaway was different than what | said, but

| reported what was actually being inplenented. And I

don't think | used the term"state of the art."” | used
the term"infrared canera.” | just want to be cl ear of
what | communicated. | don't know if you were referring

t o what ot her peopl e communi cated, so.

But | don't know if you have any comments about this
| ocati on versus sone other |ocation around the country.
| don't know if you have an answer for that, or you,
Dave.

MR. HAZEBROUK: Not really.

ELLEN TUZZOLO As a person who does team buil di ng
as ny job, one of the things that is typically done is
that you | ook at what's happening in other places --

MONI CA HUERTAS:. Best practices.

ELLEN TUzZZzOLO. -- best practices, and you say,
okay, how does what our system does, our little heat

sensors, neasure up to what's happening in Portl and,
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Mai ne, where they have a simlar size port, you know, and
maybe there's a scrap yard there? Like, these seemlike
pretty basic things. |It's even nbre concerning to ne

t hat those things haven't been researched. So | would

| i ke know nore.

MR. LAND: Just, again, to be clear, | would say we
have a fire suppression expert who was approved by the
Court, and that gentl enan made recommendati ons, those
were submtted to the Court, and those were approved.

One of those recomendati ons was the infrared canera.

| can tell you that there are other systens that can
be i npl ement ed, based upon conversations with him
research that | did independently, but I'"'mnot a fire
suppressi on expert to tell you what the best practices
are in a situation like this. | guess that's ny point.
| know that you're asking --

ELLEN TUZZOLO You're the special master; right?

MR. LAND: Right, but not necessarily to the scope
t hat you are descri bing and suggesting. That's all.

Again, | amnot punting on your question. |'m being
honest. | don't have an answer for you. But | don't
want to give the msinpression that there wasn't an
expert involved in this. M. Leonard is an expert, the

Court approved him as an expert, and he made a
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reconmendati on based upon his evaluation of the site.

ELLEN TUZZOLO Ckay. Wll, I'"'msaying this
communi ty menber would |ike to request nore i nformation
about everything that | just heard.

MR. NI CHOLSON: May have your nane agai n?

ELLEN TUZZOLO Ellen Tuzzolo, T-u-z-z-o0-1-o0.

MR NICHOLSON: Did you sign in?

ELLEN TUZZOLO | sure did.

MR NCHOLSON: Wth an e-mail ?

ELLEN TUZZOLO  Yup.

MR, NI CHOLSON: Ckay. So, you know, a coupl e of
things. W can put you in touch wth or we can have a
conversation with our fire expert. He can share with you
what he di scussed with the chief of fire and State Fire
Marshal. | can't tell you what was di scussed with regard

to our site in proximty to Motiva. Qur facility is
where it is. Schnitzer, Sins, other netals recyclers up
and down Allens Avenue are closer to Mtiva. Wat
they're doing, | believe ny consultant | ooked at their
systenms, but just to bring transparency to how our

I nvesti gati on went and how we deci ded what we deci ded on,
we can share the details with you. So if you'd liKke,

can e-nail you, introduce you so, again, your concerns

are addressed.
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DWYANE KEYS: Hell o, Dwayne Keys again. Just a
coupl e of observations/recommendations. As folks are
aski ng questions that you nmay not have an answer to,
maybe it would be a good thing to have, |ike, taking down

t hose questions, and saying, as it was referenced when we
signed in with an e-nmail address, how about you have cues
or solid docunentation of those answers and send it out
to everybody. So | appreciate you want to answer her
question, but in ternms of transparency, have it open
where we all have that infornmation, we all have access to
that information. I1'mnot sure if there's a place on the
website that that al so can be placed. That can be the
proacti ve aspects of community engagenent that you want
to be putting up there. And also translate it into
Spani sh and have it there as well, so sonmeone who may not
speak that | anguage, primarily Spanish, it's available in
t hose aspects.

Wth these observations, | also want to say too, if
you're not really doing anything intentionally wong, you
shoul d have no probl em answeri ng any questions, so you're
bei ng open, bei ng honest.

| also just want to followup in terns of a question
ot her busi nesses surroundi ng, from a busi ness

perspective, and soneone from a consulting business as
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well, I'mconcerned about ny business, so if there are
things | need to do froma cost perspective in terns of
| egal fees, all this negative attention, having Channel
12 here | ooking at you, | would be nbre concerned with
what do | need to do with ny own business so | can
operate, make that noney, but also do it in a way in
which |I'mnot having this negative attention, |'m not
having a |l awsuit, not having this constant negative eye
on ne.

So, yes, those caneras, all those things they're
recomrendi ng, | would see that as a way of, |ike, what do

| need to do if | really wanted to maintain nmy business
and be profitable to do the things | do and have that
cooperation so |I'm having these conti nuous neeti ngs,

whi ch cost nore and which cost them noney.

MR. NI CHOLSON: W agree a hundred percent. W've
been in court well over a hundred tinmes, all public, and
it's all out there on the docket, there's transcripts,
but, yeah, we're at this point now where several things
have been done under various court orders, nostly consent
orders, and now we're at the point where we're hoping in
the very near termwhere we can conplete this project,
operate. And, again, because we're in an environnental

justice zone, we're required and we want to share all
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this information with you.

DWAYNE KEYS: And | would |like to say, yes, there's
a requirenent and there's what they've got to do, but
there's things you kind of go further w thout having to
be told or having to be net, there's regul ati ons as part
of preventative neasures. | just say that to take into
consi deration, maybe you want to go further than what the
Court said you have to do with this.

MR. LAND: Ashley, you wanted to speak.

MS. BLAUVELT: Yeah, | wanted to followup on a
couple of things. W do have -- | totally forgot the
word -- a transcripter -- stenographer, Thank you -- a
st enogr apher here, as part of this. So in addition to
the public comments submtted via e-mail or by nail or
dropping off, | also will be conbing through the
transcript when it cones, so that all the questions that
are in there are addressed.

| I'ike your idea that | think you m ght think
per haps even those maybe those have been addressed, |
think it's worth reiterating themw th their answers, and
maybe goi ng back for us to, you know, nmaybe expand upon
on those of the answers we're providing here. So it may
take us a little bit longer. | nmean, | knowit's

I nvol ved to get back to the previous neeting' s public
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comments, but then we will addressing all those, and part
of that is conbing through the transcript. And we'l|l
make sure that's posted, and we will e-mail everyone we
have e-mail|l addresses for, trying to do our best with
that, trying to get the infornmation out.

And the other thing, | wanted to say that regardl ess

of whether it's in the community or not, anything DEM has
Is public record. So you need sonething, whether it's
this site or another site, if it's not online, because
we're working in the dark ages at our agency, but we're
working on it, you can always call or e-mail us or
request records and ask questions regardl ess of public
comment periods or whatever. Please do feel free to
contact us. Qur e-mails and phone nunbers are all

online, or just call right in person, and hopefully we
can direct you to the right place.

So | hope that helps a little bit at | east.

MR. LAND: Yes?

JUSTICE GAINES: Hi, Justice Gines again. So |
have two questions and, you know, taken up nore space,
but I hope they're hel pful. One is about the capping,
since fires are just going to happen eventually. One --
actually, two questions related to the fire. One, what

were the tenperatures of that fire? Ws that reported,
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and will the cap be resistant to those tenperatures or
hi gher tenperatures of a fire? And then the second
question is about the E-L-U-M-- | can't get the acronym

right -- you nentioned that was going to restrict
residential uses at that space any nore.

" mcurious, what the -- | don't want that
regul ation to becone restrictive to the community when we
deci de to change the zoning of that site, because the
community will decide to change the zoning at that site
eventually. So how can you speak to how |l ong that wl
be in place, howthat will relate to a change in zoning,
and particularly how that can relate if the city deci des
to change that froman industrial to a nonindustri al
zone?

MR. LAND: So |I'mgoing to answer the question about

the fire tenperature. | don't believe any of us have any
information as to how hot that got. | don't think those
nmeasurenents were taken that day. | certainly don't have

-- none of us have that information. And | was there at
the second fire, and | don't recall the fire departnent
actual ly taking those type of neasurenments at the tine.
Quite frankly, putting out the fire and nai ntaining
safety was nore of a priority.

|'mgoing to refer to Dave on the cap and its
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susceptibility to danmage by fire.

And for the ELUR, | think we should defer to DEM

MS. BLAUVELT: | can detail that.

MR. LAND:. Let's have Dave answer the questi on about
a cap and fire.

MR. HAZEBROUK: All right. So the cap that wll end
up being there will need to be pretty substantial. It's
going to be concrete, probably reinforced. It has to be

able to withstand heavy equi pnent driving across it day

in and day out. So if there's a fire, it's unlikely to
be -- it's concrete, so it's unlikely to be danmaged by
that. |If it is, and it shows cracking or scal ding or

sonething |ike that, when the next annual inspection is
done, that wll be noticed, and there wll be a
reconmmendati on to repair that section of the cap. So
there is a nechani sm for making those repairs.

Now, at the risk of stealing Ashley's thunder, as
far as if you change the zoning, you have the ability to
change the conditions of it. Either you submt a
notification of what that change wll be, and they review
it, and they |l ook at the risks associated with that
change. The contamination will still be there. So if
it's changed to -- it's unlikely it will be changed to

residential, but if it was changed to open space or
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wal ki ng paths, you know, it mght be a different type of
cap, but it wll still have to be protective, you know,
probably to avoid infiltration, and certainly prevent any
sudden or direct contact.

| don't know if you want to add sonet hi ng.

MS. BLAUVELT: As far as the ELUR, we do try not to
box in a site unless they are super hazardous, |ike, no
one should ever use the site. W know what the site has
been used as in the past and what it was going to be used
for in the foreseeable future.

If we do put industrial or commercial use, we do use
| anguage that's very specific that says, no residenti al
use that is contrary to departnent approval. So down the
| i ne sonebody could conme in and say, | want to use this
property for residential, what do | have to do to nake
that site safe? And then we'll go through -- you know,
it's a state process, but |like to a higher degree of
protection, and, you know, additional investigation, et
cetera, and then we woul d update the ELUR

So we have nechani sms for changi ng the use for our
program At this point sites are being redevel oped al
the tinme for different uses. So really, typically, 99
percent of the time it's not an issue, we can work

through it.
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As far as Provi dence Zoni ng, we have no i dea what
they do, if they even | ooked at our ELUR, to be honest.
We're nostly concerned about human health risks than
environnental. O course, that's there to, that's our
job. But site renediation, primarily human health first,
and then obviously environment, of course, we can't
forget that.

MR, LAND: Just one m nute.

LI NCOLN O NEIL: Just a quick yes or no. Lincoln
Adiver ONeil again, for the record. Asking for a
friend, are we still -- is Rhode Island Recycled Mtals
still planning on doing ship breaking and shi p sal vage?
| didn't catch that at the begi nning.

MR LAND: [|'Il let you answer, if you know t he
answer .

MR, NI CHOLSON: No.

MR, LAND: Yes?

JOANNE RICH:. Yeah, | guess | was just wondering
about if anyone in the community realm or | would
I magi ne com ng at you all, but soneone has done studies
to look at the cost of -- both in terns of cost in terns
of health inpacts, pollution, exhaust, all of that, and
al so financial costs, of what it would cost of instead of

recapping the site and rebuilding all of these infrared
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nonitors, and all of the energy it would take to make the
site safe to continue to pollute it, or if there has been
any anal ysis anyone has done on what does it cost if
we're renoving that stuff and planting renedi ative plants
and al gae and fungus, and other things that do the work,
and we're leaving it alone and letting nature take it
back? | wonder what the cost to the city would be were
we to go the route of the | ong-haul natural recovery of
this spot that humans are maybe tenporarily not all owed
to use because it's unsafe, but other organisns are using
and naking it safer?

If you're looking for a thing to fundrai se around, |
think that kind of research study would be useful,
because | think the nunbers would speak to the fact that
it would actually save us a shit-load of npbney and stop
nore people fromgetting sick and would stop us from
pol luting the port nore, and would stop us fromlining
t he pockets of industries that are polluting us all.

MONI CA HUERTAS: You sound so crazy though.

JOANNE RICH: | know it sounds crazy, but it seens
al so not crazy.

VO CE: Not crazy.

JOANNE RICH: | guess that was a question for the

room Does anyone know if anyone is doing this work to
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find out how nuch that would cost?

MS. BLAUVELT: Not specific to the site, but | know
there are sonme white papers in general of other specific
areas where things |like that have been done, as far as
conparing froman economn ¢ standpoint of, you know, kind
of renmedi ati on versus -- renedi ation/reuse versus
remedi ati on and just kind of |like a passive fire
remedi ati on or enhanced biorenedi ation. So there are
academ c studies and things, just |I think practically
speaki ng and, again, not specific to the site, it
requires a buy-in from-- there's no profit to be nade,
obvi ously, which, you know - -

JOANNE RICH: But there's no health to be | ost and
noney to be | ost.

MS. BLAUVELT: Yes, but it requires buy-in by
muni ci palities, whoever the site owner is, things |ike
that. There's logistical things like that. There's
definitely economc studies. | know | had them when |
was doing ny grad work, so I'll see if | can find any.

JOANNE RICH: Cool to know. If anyone locally
especially that is |leading that work, let's get them over
to sniff around.

JED THORP: Actually, a question about the

remedi ati on plan, and you may have di scussed this at the
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begi nning, and | probably m ssed it because | was havi ng
a problemgetting in here. The cap is a horizontal cap
to prevent things fromnoving up and down. 1|s there any
sort of vertical cap conponent to prevent contam nants
from noving horizontally to the Bay, for exanple?

And |'m assum ng the answer to that is no, and if
the answer to that question is no, how do you ensure that
things aren't mgrating into the Bay? Presumably, there
is ground water nonitoring wells. |'d be curious to know
how many of those there are and where they're | ocat ed.

And then a | ast question. As you were sort of
anal yzing that, did you take sea level rise into account
and the fact that waters will be higher, and thus,
presumably, horizontal mgration nore |ikely of
contam nants into the Bay?

MR, HAZEBROUK: So we've nonitored ground water at
t he site on nunerous occasi ons going back to, | think in
2008 and then, you know, several years |later. There has
never been any contam nants detected anywhere that exceed
DEM s standards for GB ground water. But there are
contam nants --

JED THORP: | have to interject. Wen you say
exceed DEM standards, that's DEM standards for a specific

type of water at a specific location; right?
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When you say GB waters, that's the standard for how
much can be contam nated on an industrial site like this?

MR, HAZEBROUK: Yes. | nean, GB classified ground
water is presuned to be unfit for drinking wthout
treat nent.

JED THORP: Ckay.

MR. HAZEBROUK: So the contamnants are primarily in

the soil. And they're not nobile by thenselves in the
soil. They have to be transported in ground water to go
| at er al .

JED THORP: Ri ght.

MR. HAZEBROUK: So the solution is if you have a cap
over that is inpervious, you're cutting off that pathway
for rain water to infiltrate down to the contam nated
soil and potentially carrying it down to the water table.
Ckay. So the horizontal cap across the whole site that
I's inpervious would be the solution to nmake sure there's
no lateral mgration in the ground water.

JED THORP: But how do you prevent the horizontal
m gration of water in the Providence River to
infiltrating that soil and potentially making the
cont am nants nobil e?

MR, HAZEBROUK: Because ground water flows fromthe

| and and di scharges to the Bay. There's sone tidal
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I nfluence right at the edge of the shoreline there, but
the Bay water does not mgrate into the soils on the
property. The ground water fromthe whol e Washi ngt on
Par k nei ghbor hood slowy m grates down and di scharges to
t he Bay al ong the coast Iine.

VO CE: What about the erosion that happens when sea
| evel s rise around the caps? Has that been taken into
account ?

MR. HAZEBROUK: Well, | nean, there has been an area
install ed around the perineter of the property with
boul ders. It's a rugged shoreline, but it's pretty
stable at this point. And | would inmagi ne as part of the
stormmater plan, they're going to have to show how any
addi tional, you know, protection needs to happen al ong
t he coastline to nake sure there's no erosion.

MONI CA HUERTAS: How tall is that right now? How
tall is that shoreline? |I1t's a fake shoreline, |ike,
because everything on Allens Avenue is all fake. It's
like filled, landfill.

MR. HAZEBROUK: Well, at the water's edge, | think

it would be a guess, but it's tidally -- it changes based
on the tide. | nean, anywhere fromfive feet to eight
feet.

MONI CA HUERTAS: The wall is?
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MR. HAZEBROUK: |'m saying the | and surface at the
edge of the property where the Bay is. The depth of the
water fromthe |l and surface is nmaybe five to eight feet.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Ckay.

MR, NICHOLSON: | think we're approaching the hour;
right? W only have 15 mnutes. | just want to give
everyone a heads-up, we have 15 m nutes or so left.

So | want to turn back to -- | didn't catch your
nane.

ELI NI XON: Eli.

MR NICHOLSON: Eli. Oay. So we are interested in

sitting down with the community, with city planners,
state planners to actually discuss the higher and better
use for the site.

Yes, we're a netals recycling facility. W accept
netals. W don't process netals, we just accept the
netals, we put themon trucks and send themoff. Unlike
Schnitzer and Sins, where they do process netals. R ght.
We just accept white goods and ship them-- drive them
off site. A lot of the folks that bring naterials there
live in your community and depend on this incone.

That aside, we are | ooking at alternative operations
or alternative higher and better uses, and it m ght

require a change in zoning. W don't know. But we're
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open to having an open dialog with the community to
literally discuss what the higher and better use of this
site is.

And | don't know if you realize, but the city plan,
the state plan is to expand this facility, or expand Prov
Port to use this facility. Save the Bay is all over
this. |In 2016 the State passed -- well, the General
Assenbly through | egislation introduced a referendumto
the State. It was voted, a referendum to acquire
property, starting with ny client's properties, for the
expansi on of Prov Port.

So, listen, as nmuch as | hear the conversation, but
you've got to deal with city and state planners. Because
| can al nbst guarantee you that two years from now when
we' re done doi ng what we're doing, the state and city may
take this ny em nent domain for the benefit of Prov Port.
And | really believe that a lot of litigation that is
going on is to try to acconplish that goal.

MS. BLAUVELT: That's not really relevant to the
heari ng.

MR NICHOLSON: |I'mjust saying. |'manswering her
questi on.

MS. BLAUVELT: We're here to disseminate information

relative to site renediation and the site as far as the
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fire controls. | prefer that we stay in fact, known
t hi ngs.

MR. LAND: As Ashley said, let's try to keep it
f ocused.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Scandal ous. Messy.

MR. LAND: | nean, there was a question about it.

MR NICHOLSON: It's public record.

MR. LAND:. W only have, again, 15 mnutes. W
don't want to cut people off, but, please, she had her
hand up.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Qui ck question. You referenced
| i ke people who work there several tines. How nany
peopl e actually work there? And are you including people
that work there, |ike, people just scrap refrigerators
and the people going around and collect the refrigerators
and stuff and bring themto the area? Are you just
assum ng that they are Providence residents? So, anyway,
do you have nunbers?

MR NICHOLSON: | don't have a census of the regul ar
folks that cone in there with their pick-up trucks. W
have that information, because everyone that brings
nmetals in, we wite a check, they get noney from droppi ng
off the netals.

MONI CA HUERTAS: So are those being counted as
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wor ker s?

MR. NI CHOLSON: No, no, no, no. They're custoners.
They' re custoners.

MONI CA HUERTAS: Uh- hum

MR. NI CHOLSON: Wbrkers, enpl oyees, that woul d be
five. Five.

MR. LAND: You had a question back there.

VOCE: Hi, ny nane is Phea, |I'ma health worker and
a direct services provider in Providence and a menber of
the 1199 union. |I'mnot representing them |I'm
representing ny big nouth today. |'mcurious, because |
know that a big reason that Providence is so vested in

scrap netal as a business is because it's the State's

| argest export. |If we shut down every busi ness on All ens
Avenue, the econony would sinply not -- would cease to
exist. Rich, isit?

MR NI CHOLSON:  Yes.
VOCE: Geat to neet you tonight.
MR. NICHOLSON: Nice to neet you.

VOCE: Could you let us know, if it's public
record, do you know what your client's annual revenue is?
MR. NICHOLSON: | unfortunately do not know the

answer to that question.

VO CE: A CGoogle search told ne that perhaps one
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year it was about 2.3 mllion dollars. So | think that
perhaps is a different incone bracket than nost people
who reside on the south side.

' mcurious to know how much noney do you think your
client is willing to offer in order to invest in the
community's health and wel |l - bei ng?

MR. LAND: |If you want -- do you want to answer
t hat ?

MR, NICHOLSON: So right now, the facility as it's
operating now is nuch different than what it | ooked Iike
seven or eight years ago. W're doing a fraction of what
we were doing. And part of it is we're working with DEM
and the Court just trying to nmake it as rudinentary as
possi bl e, keeping the facility operational, and really
paying its bills as they cone due.

So | don't have optics on the nunbers per se,
specifically, but what | can say is that we're paying
approxi nately 130,000 a year in real estate taxes, we're
payi ng tangi bl e personal property taxes, we're paying our
licensing fees. So we're paying into the state and | oca
coffers, but | don't believe we have nuch in profit at
t he end of the day given the basic operation that we have
ri ght now.

MR. LAND: Anyone el se have any questions?
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Ashl ey, do you want to add anyt hi ng?

MS. BLAUVELT: | just encourage everyone to pl ease
just reach out, e-nmail ne, or any comments, or send me an
e-mail before the 23rd of this nonth. W don't get the
comments -- we didn't get a lot of coments |ast tine.

The PIP, the draft public information or invol venent
pl an has been posted since January. W haven't gotten
any comments directly about that. This is kind of a call
for if you have any comments, edits, suggestions,

t houghts, just send themin.

VOCE: Wat will be the results of those coments?
WIlIl they be incorporated? Wat difference will it make?

MS. BLAUVELT: We'll take theminto consideration.

I mean, a |l ot of what you heard, especially, the
air-nonitoring stuff you heard today. Wth the PIP, that
Is -- the PIP specifically is kind of |ike a negotiation
bet ween the community and the responsi bl e party about how
the informati on woul d be di ssem nated, public neetings,
how nany, et cetera. So that's what that's about. It

w Il be evaluated and incorporated as appropriate with

t he | ocati on.

As far as the renedi al approach, we'll take them
into consideration as well, reply to -- we'll have Rhode

| sl and Recycled Metals reply with a suppl enent al
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response. They will be considered and reviewed. You
know, dependi ng on what we get, we will incorporate them
They may require foll owup or additional neasures, if
needed. We just want to hear from people. Oherwi se, if
we don't know, if we don't get the comments in, it's
difficult for us to kind of respond to them

MR. LAND:. Gkay. Well, thank you all for com ng
out, and | appreciate it.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 7:56 p.m)
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