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Fishery has grown substantially since the early 1990s

Coast-wide:
$0.5 million in 1990

$11.9 million in 2016

Landings data: NMFS; crab photo: Newport Lobster Shack



Fishery unmanaged until 2015

Data limited, much is needed for stock 
assessment including: 

•Key biological information
•Size, sex composition, location, shell condition

•Maturity and reproductive schedules
•Fishery characteristics 
•Seasonal habitat preferences
•Migration patterns
•Community profiles of stakeholders



Scientists are hard at work… 

Mass DMF and CFRF: 
Maturity and tagging study

UMaine: Ageing

State agencies: biological 
information

GSO: Growth and biological 
information



…but there is still much to be learned

• Distribution patterns
• Related to life stage/sex 

• Seasonal habitat use

• Fishing habits in a mixed crustacean 
fishery
• History of Jonah crab and lobster fisheries

• Community profiles



Our approach
Collect Fishers’ Knowledge of 
the Jonah crab and its fishery

Hill et al. 2010



Methods

Demographics Fishing effort 
and history

Jonah crab 
biology

Perceptions of 
management

Fishers recruited via chain referral
Confidential interviews conducted in person

Survey instrument consists of open-ended and closed-ended questions:



Analysis: Transcription, Coding and Summary



Progress to Date

14 Interviews Completed (goal=15)

• 7 Rhode Island 

• 7 Massachusetts

• Vessel owners, owner-operators and 
captains, average 37 yrs. fishing

Projected Completion: August 2018

To be presented at annual conference of 
American Fisheries Society
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