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REFRAMING FISHING ACCESS AS A FOOD ACCESS
ISSUE: TOWARDS MORE HOLISTIC COASTAL &
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT IN THE OCEAN STATE




About Me

human geographer, ethnographer, field researcher,
mexicana, first-generation immigrant

2024-2028: Conservation & Management
Representative, Rhode Island Marine Fisheries
Council (RIMFC)

2025 Azul Rising Leaders Initiative

Research Interests
® Anti-colonial research methods
® Community-based participatory research (CBPR)
® Participatory action research (PAR)
® /nvestigacion de huarache (Hermandez Xolocotzi 1968)
® Ocean justice
® Marine governance and power relations
® Coastal livelihoods & equitable development
® Self-provisioning (& subsistence) fisheries
® Alternative seafood networks
® Immigrant and cultural foodways



Previous Research Projects

2015-2019: Disputed Spaces. Concheras, Shrimp
Aquaculture, and Conservation in the Mangrove Forests
of Southern Esmeraldas, Ecuador

2019-2020: The other fishers in Rhode Island: Fishing
practices and behaviors among racial and ethnic
minority coastal fishers in Rhode Island

2021-2022: Exploring a plurality of perspectives:
Understanding how diverse coastal identities impact
coastal use and environmental perceptions in RI (with
co-PI Dr. Emily Diamond)

2021-2023: Self-provisioning fishers’ contributions to
alternative seafood networks in RI (with Jami Miller)

Methods:
 Intercept surveys & interviews
* Participant observation
« Ethnographic site assessments
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Ongoing & Recent
Research Projects

2022-2024: More than Recreation: Reframing coastal
fishing access in RI as a food security issue for
marginalized ethnic and racialized communities
(with Dr. Patrick Baur and others, in partnership

with the Center for Southeast Asians and the
Refugee Dream Center; Funded by RISG)

2023-2024: Developing a community-centered
geovisualization tool to inform reef governance and
management (with Dr. Kelton McMahon and One
People One Reel)

2024-Pesent: Mapping Diverse Services from
Alternative Urban Food Provisioning Networks and
Identifying Opportunities for Policy Support (with PI
Dr. John Taylor and others; Funded by USDA)

2024-Present. Coastal Dispossessions Project &
Documentary (with PI Dr. Amelia Moore and others,
Funded by Ocean Nexus)
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a&. Main Takeaways

e Coastal access in Rl is a food access issue

: ¢ Fishing provides access to high quality,
e ——— fresh, and affordable seafood

e Some self-provisioning fishers lack local
knowledge

e Particularly regarding health and
environmental advisories

e People who regularly interact with an
environment need to be consulted

e Especially when their well-being depends
on it

: : e Underrepresentation of groups can lead to
P e | unintended and detrimental consequences
e Most vulnerable are the most affected
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