
Sharing Carbon Data with Clients: 
Most foresters find that landowner knowledge and interest regarding the carbon effects of their 
properties vary widely. Information you collect while conducting a forest inventory can be 
relevant to these considerations, and - for some clients – desirable to include with the proper 
context.  
 
The State of Rhode Island has made a pamphlet you can use [link] to help explain carbon 
considerations and even carbon credit participation options for private landowners. A Word 
document of the writing in that pamphlet is made available [here] if a forester wishes to copy-
and-paste certain relevant elements of it.  
 
The carbon market at the time of this writing in February 2024 is still very immature. There are 
few options for small landowners to participate, and those options may be unattractive due to 
specific program requirements, such as harvest limitations and other required deed easement 
restrictions. The document lists the current status of the programs and the key restrictions. 
 
Still, it is useful for landowners to understand the carbon effects of their own property and to 
start to learn about the environmental services their properties provide – and for which they 
may be compensated in the future. To that end, we provide an Excel tool [Link] to take basic 
information gathered in the inventory cruise to produce carbon figures for the property, as well 
as benchmarks by forest type in Rhode Island.  
 
To acquire a property’s carbon per acre storage figure, just type in the basal area per acre from 
the forest inventory into the basal area cell in cell D4 on the Basic Tool sheet. The tons per acre 
of carbon will be immediately calculated for each of the three forest times in Rhode Island. Also 
shown will be a percentile figure showing how much carbon is stored on that stand versus the 
average in the state. 
 
More information can be seen in the Analysis Tab, an explanation of which can be seen in the 
Excel carbon tool’s YouTube tutorial here at the 2:40 mark. 
 
Over time the availability of tools and carbon programs changes rapidly. To see up to date 
information on both, visit this page. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6FcgNpYu5g
https://forestmetrix.com/forest-metrix/download/carbonconsiderations/


Paragraph with Data: 
 
This lot has about [XXX] tons of carbon per acre on it associated with trees. Compared with 
other [YYY] forest regions in Rhode Island, it is in the [ZZZ] percentile in terms of carbon 
intensity. That means that [ZZZ-1] percent of properties of this forest region type have less 
carbon than this lot, and [ZZZ+1] percent of properties have more carbon.  
 
Land with a low carbon percentile have less carbon stored, but may take carbon from the air 
(sequestration) at a faster clip. Lots with a high carbon percentile store more carbon, but may 
take additional carbon out of the air at a slower pace. 


