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BIWF as a Laboratory
Values, ocean beliefs, and public support (Bidwell 2017)

Project support by coastal residents (Firestone, Bidwell, Gardner, and Knapp 2018)

Tourism and recreation impacts (Smith et al. 2018; Smythe et al. 2018)

Recreational/commercial fishing perceptions (ten Brink and Dalton 2018)

Public participation (Dwyer and Bidwell 2019)

Newspaper content analysis (Gilbert et al. 2019)

Vacation rental prices (Carr-Harris and Lang)

Recreational boating (Dalton)

Visual impacts and recreational choices (Trandafir)



2018-2020 Sea Grant Funding
“Assessing Impacts of the Block Island Wind Farm on Recreational Saltwater Fishing”

Research Question: How is the BIWF affecting the experience of recreational 
saltwater angling in Rhode Island?

Mixed methods approach

Qualitative

Interviews (2018)

Quantitative

Surveys (2019)

Qualitative 

Interviews (2019)



Why Recreational Fishing?
Economically, socially, and culturally important

Early concerns about negative impacts

Recent anecdotal reports of positive effects on catch

Factors influencing anglers’ choice of fishing location and satisfaction depend only 
partly on the presence of fish or success fishing (Brinson and Wallmo 2017)

Even if the BIWF attracts fish, does this necessarily result in a better fishing 
experience for anglers? 







How are fish caught 
near the wind farm? 

Drifting, anchoring or trolling

Lures or live bait

Spear fishing

Image: anglersforoffshorewind.org



2018 Interviews



Thematic analysis



Preliminary Findings from 2018



1. Wind farm represents an enhanced 
fishing spot



2. Anglers are optimistic 
(with reservations)

Overall neutral to positive reaction

Concerns about increased fishing/boating in area

Enjoyment is contingent on maintaining access



3. Angler satisfaction in not just about 
fish



2019 Survey of Anglers

Sample of 2500 from National Saltwater Angler Registry

1000 from Rhode Island; 500 each from Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York

Mail invitations for online survey

Survey (20 mins)
Fishing practice
Fishing experience and Block Island Wind Farm
Wind farm attitudes
Personal characteristics

Data is ongoing!





Who is taking the survey? 
N=180 consented to participate

Mostly men older than 50 years

44% from Rhode Island

57% have bachelor’s degree or higher

32% conservative; 24% liberal; 44% neutral

73% sympathetic to or active in the environmental movement



Fishing Habits
Private boat and from shore; more than 
half own their own boat

More than 80% using rod and reel

83% agree: “A fishing trip can be 
successful even if no fish are caught”

Most common target species: striped 
bass fluke, bluefish, black sea bass, 
tautog, scup



Fish in sight, near, or at BIWF?



Anglers’ Wind Farm Attitudes
60% support the Block Island Wind 
Farm; 13% oppose

51% like the way the turbines look; 
22% do not

Agree that wind farm is “symbolic of 
progress towards clean energy” (70%) 
but disagree it “fits well within the 
seascape” (34%)

16% say they are more likely to fish off 
Block Island since wind farm 
constructed (78% say no change)





Offshore Wind is Driven by States
Rhode Island: 400 MW Revolution Wind (May 2018)

Massachusetts: 2016 law calls for 1600 MW by 2027; 800 MW Vineyard Wind (May 2018); 
plan bids for next 800 MW in 2019; study on doubling goals

Connecticut: 200 MW Revolution Wind (June 2018); considering 2000 MW target

New York: 130 MW South Fork Wind Farm; state plan called for 2400 MW by 2030 (January 
2018); governor calls for 9000 MW by 2035 (January 2019); 800 MW solicitation due 
February 2019

New Jersey: Executive order 3500 MW by 2030 (February 2018); 1100 MW solicitation due 
December 2018

Maryland: PUC awarded renewable energy credits for 368 MW (May 2017)

Virginia: 12 MW by 2020 (July 2017)



Bigger Picture
56% support construction of offshore wind 
energy projects in these lease areas

Only 31% feel knowledgeable about 
development in these areas

34% likely to fish at or near energy 
projects in these areas



Next Steps
Boost response

Potential intercept surveys in Summer 2019

Statistical analysis (responses among groups)

Reactions from anglers in 2019 Interviews
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Project Team: Tiffany Smythe, Tracey Dalton, Julia Livermore, Dawn Kotowicz, Grant 
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(RISAA), Christopher Parkings (DEM), Amy Stillings (BOEM)

Research Participants



Questions?
Insights?
Comments? 
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