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State Wl|d|lfe Grant (SWG) Program admlnlstered by USFWS

State erdllfe Grant Overvrew

Provides funds to State fish and wildlife agencies for
developing and implementing programs that benefit wildlife and
their habitats, including species that are not hunted or fished

Funds may be used to address a variety of conservation needs:
research, fish and wildlife surveys, species restoration, habitat
management, and monitoring, species must be identified within
State’s Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP)

Congress appropriates funds for SWG on an annual basis;
apportions to States, commonwealths, and U.S. territories
based on formula that considers each State’s population and
totaI geographrcal area




State Wlldllfe Grant Overwew

Identlfled and descrlbed in the SWAP “spemes of

greatest conservation need” include species which
have experienced population declines or are
considered keystone species for their habitat

Threats to these species are also described In the
SWAP, and include such factors as habitat loss or
fragmentation, competition from non-native species,
and stressors related to climate change

The Plans identify habitats, as well as actions needed
to restore or maintain viable populations of these
species




State Wlldllfe Grant Overwew
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. Outllnes methods to monitor populatlons and measure
effectiveness of States’ conservation actions, enabling
States and their partners to utilize adaptive
management for conservation of these priority species

« SWG funds administered by the Wildlife and Sport

~ Fish Restoration Program provides unique source of

- funding, helping States to focus on species that do not
normally get dedicated funding
t
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 Allows proactive research opportunities

Website if you want to find out more:
http://www.dem.ri. gov/programs/flsh Wlldllfelwndl|fehuntered/swap15 php




l SWG PrOJect Ideas
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* Already using SWG funds for marine research
« URI did a project on blue crabs
Currently running a project on Jonah crabs

e Two other priorities have come up, in part based on
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« Telemetry prOJect

] e 4u
——
Tudln dvery I

Croureiisk Uhosad Atas

Wi (FEY
cnunmmmy HMeasure (Ai’a; Arias
Hf\{f‘ Lacge A4 v

R Sl AN Are

Sowitwrn Wingewpane Flounder £8WF}
#Accsuntabiisty Beasuse (AM) Ardas

A S rpr AW Ared b

. ST Large A Acea 2
T ﬁ S Smak AN Arga

Lo dwgeven 00




SWG PrOJect ldeas
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Rl waters currently a “black hole” in the telemetry
network along the coast, this will be fixed by project
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« Telemetry prog @ on to start
« Will help s 10 permit
« Will lend n turgeon use RI

« Potentially pa 2ering program
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SWG PrOJect Ideas
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« Windowpane has come up at several RIMFI meetings
as an industry priority

Potentially facing a draconian accountability measure
due to poor population signals, however species is not
targeted and discrepancies exist between on the
water observations and survey results

Southern New England-Middle Atlantic Windowpane Flounder
Commercial Landings and NEFSC Autumn Survey Biomass Index

The Nature Conservancy isw _| 5
on camera monitoring, may b: .. . iR
this info to better understand ¢ |

1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005
Year
Figure 12.6 Commercial landings (000's mt) and autumn survey biomas indices






Lobster Ventless Trap Meetlng

.‘ NIRRT B I S e
. Recent questlons from mdustry regardlng comparlng
- of various RI-based ventless trap survey data.

« Report out review and analyses regarding various

lobster ventless trap surveys:

« BOEM Ventless Trap Survey (Collie)
* RI State Ventless Trap Survey (McManus)
« DWW Ventless Trap Survey (Griffin/Livermore)

« RIMFI Hosted Meeting, possibly this summer.
« Qutside of the Fall 2017 RIMGI Research Meeting,




RI Sea Grant Sprlng 2017 SoI|C|tat|on
. Multlple RIMFI prolects are belng proposed for the
- recent Sea Grant RFP.
-« Improve understanding of the socio-economic impacts of
wind energy produced by the wind farm off Block Island.
* Improve understanding of harmful algal blooms (HABS) In

Rhode Island waters, with a focus on Alexandrium and
Pseudo-nitzschia taxa.

« RIMFI-affiliated proposals awarded will be introduced
| at the Fall 2017 Meeting.




RIMFI WebS|te
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. WebS|te currently belng developed to host RIMFI

~ related information.

~« RIMFI Mission and Background.

* Meeting Minutes.

« Active and Previous Projects.

* Links of or Lists of Affiliated Presentations and Publications.
* Future RIMFI Meeting and Affiliated Event Information.

Goal: increase RIMFI awareness and highlight
- success of the program.




