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https://www.ri.gov/press/view/40163

LRSMM PARTICIPATES IN

STEM EVENT

In September 2024 #TeamDEM at-
tended the  Rhode Island National
Guard 's STEM Exploration Open
House event at Quonset National

Guard Base in North Kingstown!

The event provided students with
an opportunity for hands -on, inter-
active experiences to explore
STEM career fields across the
State of RI. The National Guard
A 7 partnered with local colleges
. § and employers such as Universi-
SIS 1 of Rhode Island Engineering,
pE. = Electric Boat, NASA and more
_ SR S {0 give nearly 400 students a
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teamdem?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVnhf8uqqw3g9-KyD7FYuvLbi6N2ADzlbB_NQ6ReAsfVHCaNL2R9_KPefjoHjCRbIUmUk9rohNLiO0YFojHEYN5RbLizHsDDyQvKybph7htUUscqgc1t0nB3lCS2JhmRCYhDhRuMjWpIvwuReTfHI1EgbuqNYFRanYfVEevPYWufgGALGB228laC1bFMOpBD
https://www.facebook.com/RINationalGuard?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVnhf8uqqw3g9-KyD7FYuvLbi6N2ADzlbB_NQ6ReAsfVHCaNL2R9_KPefjoHjCRbIUmUk9rohNLiO0YFojHEYN5RbLizHsDDyQvKybph7htUUscqgc1t0nB3lCS2JhmRCYhDhRuMjWpIvwuReTfHI1EgbuqNYFRanYfVEevPYWufgGALGB228laC1bFMOpBDsc&__tn__=
https://www.facebook.com/RINationalGuard?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVnhf8uqqw3g9-KyD7FYuvLbi6N2ADzlbB_NQ6ReAsfVHCaNL2R9_KPefjoHjCRbIUmUk9rohNLiO0YFojHEYN5RbLizHsDDyQvKybph7htUUscqgc1t0nB3lCS2JhmRCYhDhRuMjWpIvwuReTfHI1EgbuqNYFRanYfVEevPYWufgGALGB228laC1bFMOpBDsc&__tn__=
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SWIFR Grants for Communities

Applications c¢close on 12/ 20/ 24 at 11:59pm ET

Grants for communities wil/ provide approxi mat e

$5 mi |l | i n each. The entities eligible to apply
territories (such as counti es, citie

d t S
u l det aislVsl, pl1Ce aasne svifsoirt ERwte b n iptaiges

For t he I
and apply

0
states an
f
more iinfo

Recycling Education and Outreach (REO) Fu
Applications c¢close on 12/ 20/ 24 at 11:59pm ET

Recycling Education and Outreach grants wil/| pI
and the EPA requires that all appli cations for

more information on the entities I|g|ble to ap
t yYEPA seeks applications for one ooperative agl
oping and i mplementing a r1ationa| consumer wast

mar ket for and sales of compost, and (3) I ncr e
composEFomgt he full det@RésyclpleasEdvicsgitolEPANd
gram [ ewelpage] for morehitnto and apply

SWI FR Grants for

Tribes and I ntertribal (

Applications c¢close on 3/14/ 25 at 11:59pm ET
Grants for Tribes and Intertribal Consortia wil
from $100,000 to $1.5 million each. The entitie
erally recognized tribes, i ncluding Al askan Nat
homa. Il ntertri bal consortia are also el iGBgEiVW IFex t
webr pagealf oromodeirienfjoea
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https://www.rirrc.org/announcements/events
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/infrastructure/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grants-communities__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!J0dFubytTtMI-zotNgmRLjGjol5gWYEAND0IsDbV8jgocqAFTEVOGbr5BrCxkkFkAVy6BjrMyweX9AirzICYvnf26YjvZA$
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/356430
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/infrastructure/consumer-recycling-education-and-outreach-grant-program*webinars__;Iw!!KKphUJtCzQ!J0dFubytTtMI-zotNgmRLjGjol5gWYEAND0IsDbV8jgocqAFTEVOGbr5BrCxkkFkAVy6BjrMyweX9AirzICYvnfLfTLv6g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/infrastructure/consumer-recycling-education-and-outreach-grant-program*webinars__;Iw!!KKphUJtCzQ!J0dFubytTtMI-zotNgmRLjGjol5gWYEAND0IsDbV8jgocqAFTEVOGbr5BrCxkkFkAVy6BjrMyweX9AirzICYvnfLfTLv6g$
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/356422
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/infrastructure/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grants-tribes-and-intertribal-consortia__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!J0dFubytTtMI-zotNgmRLjGjol5gWYEAND0IsDbV8jgocqAFTEVOGbr5BrCxkkFkAVy6BjrMyweX9AirzICYvneYRpLaeg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/infrastructure/solid-waste-infrastructure-recycling-grants-tribes-and-intertribal-consortia__;!!KKphUJtCzQ!J0dFubytTtMI-zotNgmRLjGjol5gWYEAND0IsDbV8jgocqAFTEVOGbr5BrCxkkFkAVy6BjrMyweX9AirzICYvneYRpLaeg$
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/356431

Various LRSMM Staff P@e
Symposium i n Oregoln

In August 2024, the Association Of gm
State and Territorial Solid Waste Managemel
Officials (ASTSWMO) conducted their State S
perfund and Brownfields Symposium in PortlanceSess:
Oregon. ASTSWMOés mi s o
promote effective State and Territorial program
and to affect relevant national policies for waste
and materials management, environmentally suf
tainable practices, and environmental restoratiorgsgss
Without the effort and involvement of the State
Territorial agencies and its members, this wouls
not be possible. Several staff from the Site Rem¢
diation Program and Superfund Programs a
tended this symposium which takes place only

once every couple of years anii
where a variety of topics in both
Superfund and Brownfields werg
discussed over the tweday con-
ference. Rachel Simpson repre-
sented LRSMMeés
tion Program for the CERCL

PostConstruction Focus Groux
and presented on the FiveYear
Review (FYR) Checklist Tool and|g
Emerging Issues Impacting FYRs|#

and O&M Transfer. :

Patricia Burke represent
ed Region 1 in the Investigation
and Remedy Selection focus fgr1
ASTSWMO and presented
how to handle sites with Vapor
Intrusion. The mission of thig
focus group is to research is{
sues associated with the investi
gation of hazardous substance:
and the remedy selection pro-
cess at Superfund sites. Patt
and her focus group team mem
bers are currently wrapping up &
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Community Considerate Cleanup guidance document that focuses on strengthening community involve-
ment and communication during waste site cleanup projects. The primary objective of this Symposium
is to emphasize discussion and informatiorsharing opportunities among speakers and attendees re-
garding approaches and strategies used by State Superfund and Brownfields programs in sites across
the country.

Additionally, Ashley Blauvelt had the opportunity to show off Rhode Island to her counterparts
of other State Waste Site Cleanup Programs. As part of a panel session titled,/ mpact Mes s
Crafting your Brownfield NAshdeyva afaedSabbatn&
successful Brownfields Remediation & Economic Development Fund, t&ownfield Bond Fund The
goal of the session was to provide helpful advice to state programs on how they may be able to make
a case for brownfield funding by demonstrating
Brownfield Bond Fund is an excellent example of this and she was able to demonstrate how the De-
part ment has been able to adapt the fund to tar
over the past decade, while maintaining the original intent of economic development through brown-
field redevelopment. Ashley also demonstrated how to set and track metrics to show success and need
as well as the importance of highlighting the projects in media to maintain support.

In a separate session, Ashley presented the Environmental Justice research tool and results that
ASTSWMOes Remedi al Action Focus Group recently
Cleanup Programs about public notice and Environ
feedback on the types of barriers some state programs faced in developing/expanding an Environmen-
tal Justice program. Based on the responses received, the focus group was able to identify clear chal-
lenges many states face including, but not limited to, lack of guidance on what actions to take to sup-
port communities with Environmental Justice concerns, a need for additional funding or staff, and, in
some cases, their stateés political environment .
ed with a colleague from California and di scusseE&e
fying parts that can work in other states. They aimed to reframe the idea of regulatory environmental
justice programs from a large amorphous concept to a toolbox of smaller actions or tweaks that can be
adopted into an existing regulatory framework to help improve outreach effort& with or without a for-
mal Environmental Justice program.

Ashley is currently involved with the Interst
Intrusion (VI) Pathway Evaluation and Mitigation Team, serving as a subgroup leader for the VI Mitiga-
tion subgroup. Over the past year, they have been reviewing and updating previous ITRC VI documents
to create a new comprehensive welbased VI guidance and trainings, which is expected to be complet-
ed in early 2026.

PFAS Conference Strengthens St af

LRSMMes Patricia Burke, Zac Chamberlin, Tr ev
formative presentations relating to insitu PFAS remediation at the 4@ Annual International Conferencge
on Soils, Sediments, Water and Energy sponsored by the Association for Environmental Health and [Sci-
ences (AEHS) Foundation, Inc. at UMASS Amherst last month. AEHS is aprofit, professional organi-
zation whose purpose is to facilitate communication and foster collaborative
efforts among professionals focusing specifically on soil, sediment, and wa
assessment, cleanup, and protection. While gaining a greater understanderEHS
into the ever-evolving world of PFAS, each presentation provided an extensMFounda
background on Foam Fractionation, Underground Injection Control, Groundwa-
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ter Recirculation, and many other topics. Staff are zealously enthusiastic about providing a nexus
tween the information they gathered at the conference and applying it to their remediation wor
throughout the State of Rhode Island!

Ni ck Noons presented the State of Rhode |
State regulators from the other New Engl and
those of both RIDEM and RIDOH, include: promulgating PFAS Standards for soil and groundwater
der the Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous Materials Releé
(250-RICR140-30-1), ensuring public water system compliance with the State PFAS Maximum C

K

sl an
st at
un-
Ses
DN-

taminant Level (MCL) and the Federal MCL, looking to expand surface water and fish tissue test
and implementing the Statewide PFAS Source Investigation Report through targeted private

sampling around known or suspected PFAS sources. i
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I Interns!

Meet Our
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