
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

between the 

State of Rhode Island, Department of Environmental Management 
23 5 Promenade Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 02908 

and 

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency 
645 New London Avenue 

Cranston, Rhode Island 02920 

For the Purpose of 

Establishing a Dam Notification System in 
Compliance with R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-19-9 (g) 



COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

This Cooperative Agreement (hereinafter "Agreement") is made and entered into by and between the State 
of Rhode Island, Department of Environmental Management, located at 235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode 
Island 02908 (hereinafter "RIDEM") and the Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency, located at 645 New 
London Avenue, Cranston, Rhode Island (hereinafter "RIEMA") (collectively the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS RIDEM and RIEMA are committed to comply with R.I. Gen. Laws § 46-19-9, which requires 
the Parties to establish a notification system for dams in the event of severe weather conditions to coordinate the 
actions at the federal, state, and local levels, which include a dam advisory, a dam watch, and a dam warning. 

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual promises and benefits contained herein and 
other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, RIDEM and 
RIEMA enter into this Agreement, on the terms and conditions contained herein: 

PARAGRAPH 1: TERM OF AGREEMENT: 

The term of this Agreement shall commence on the last date signed and shall continue until the Agreement is 
amended or terminated by the Parties. 

PARAGRAPH 2: PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this Agreement is to establish a dam notification system in compliance with R.I. Gen. Laws§ 
46-19-9. 

PARA GRAPH 3: RIDEM AND RIEMA DUTIES: 

The Parties shall cooperate in the establishment of, and implementation of, the notification system attached 
hereto and incorporated herein as Attachment A. 

PARAGRAPH 4: AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES: 

RID EM' s Authorized Representative: RID EM' s Authorized Representative for purposes of administering this 
Agreement is: 

David E. Chopy 
Administrator, Office of Compliance and Inspection 
Department of Environmental Management 
235 Promenade Street 
Providence, RI 02908-5767 
Phone (401) 537-4442 
Email: david.chopvia dem.ri.!rov 

RIEMA's Authorized Representative: RIEMA's Authorized Representative for purposes of administering this 
Agreement is: 

Marc Pappas 
Director, Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency 
645 New London Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 
Phone (401) 255-0951 
Email: seoc.riemardo'a' ema.ri .!!.OV 

If either Party selects a new Authorized Representative at any time during this Agreement, they must notify the 
other Party in writing within thirty (30) days of the selection. 



PARAGRAPHS: ASSIGNMENT, AMENDMENTS, and MODIFICATIONS 

ASSIGNMENT: The Parties may neither assign nor transfer any rights or obligations under this Agreement. 

AMENDMENTS: Any amendment to this Agreement must be in writing and approved by the Parties and shall 
not be effective until it has been executed by both Parties. 

MODIFICATIONS: The Parties agree that no modification of this Agreement may be made unless agreed upon 
in writing by both parties. 

PARA GRAPH 6: PUBLIC RECORDS 

All records possessed by RIDEM and RIEMA in connection with this Agreement are subject to the Rhode 
Island Access to Public Records Act (hereinafter "APRA"), RI. Gen. Law§ 38-2-1, et seq. In no event shall 
RIDEM or RIEMA be liable for releasing to the public any records relating to this Agreement that RIDEM or 
RIEMA determines should or must be released in accordance with APRA. 

PARAGRAPH 7: GOVERNING LAW 

This Agreement and performance hereunder shall be construed under the laws of the State of Rhode Island. 

PARAGRAPH 8: TERMINATION 

Both Parties have the right to terminate this Agreement upon sixty (60) days' written notice to the other party. 

PARAGRAPH 9: ASSURANCES 

This Agreement is executed, delivered, and accepted upon the express terms, covenants, and conditions herein, 
which terms, covenants and conditions shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and 
their successors and assigns. 

PARA GRAPH 10: ATTACHMENT 

Attached hereto and made part of this Agreement are the following exhibits: 

Exhibit A-Dam Notification System 
Exhibit B - Standard Operating Procedure 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have hereunto set their hands and seals. 

WITNESSES STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AL MANAGEMENT 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
COUNTY OF PROVIDENCE 

Director 
Date 

In the City of Providence in said County and State, on the '0 t),,J,._. day of ~ 2024, 
before me personally appeared Terrence Gray, P .E., Director of the STA TE OF RHODE ISLAND, DEPARTMENT 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, to me known and known by me to the party executing the foregoing 
instrument for and on behalf of the STATE OF RHODE ISLAND, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT, and he acknowledged said instrument by him executed to be his free act and deed in his capacity 
as aforesaid, and the free act and deed of the STATE OF RHOD~dgt!4.MD,, DEPARTMENT OF 
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WITNESSES RHODE ISLAND EMERGENCY l\f.AN~O~~NT AGENCY 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
COUNTY OF PROVIDENCE 

Mar~R.Pappas 
Director 

Date 
I 

ANITA E. FLAX 
Notary Public-State of Rhode Island 

My c:a1J1:tP~_ires 

In the City of Providence in said County and State, on the ~ day of ~ Jy 2024, 
before me personally appeared Marc R. Pappas, Director of the RHODE ISLAND EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY, to me known and known by me to the party executing the foregoing instrument for 
and on behalf of the RHODE ISLAND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, and he acknowledged said 
instrument by him executed to be his free act and deed in his capacity as aforesaid, and the free act and deed of the 
RHODE ISLAND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY. 
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Notary Public 
EXHIBIT A- DAM NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 

Watch Advisory Warning 

Color/ Indicator 

Definition When hazardous weather or When hazardous weather or When a dam's stability poses an 
hydrologic event is likely hydrologic event will occur imminent threat to life or 
that may adversely impact that may adversely impact prope1iy. 
the safety of dams, but its the safety of dams within the 
location or timing is state of Rhode Island. 
uncertain. 

Action RIDEM sends electronic RlDEM notifies public RIDEM will advise RIEMA and 
coITespondence to dam through social media/press the city/town EMA Director 
owners and State and local release to contact RIDEM if when a darn' s stability poses an 
officials regarding the type any concerns arise with imrn inent threat to I ife or 
of event forecast and dams. prope1iy. Upon request by 
provides advice to check RIDEM, RIEMA will send an 
dams and prepare. This RIDEM working with Alert and W aming 
action would be to prepare RIEMA will notify effected message using the Integrated 
for impacts and monitor dam dams and owners/operators Public Alert and Warning 
and weather conditions. 1 by text and phone with System to targeted areas 

tailored messaging for advising evacuation. 
effected dams. 

Timing 3-4 days prior to the event. 1-3 days prior to the event. Immediately. 

Objective Review action plans. Make everyone aware of Keep everyone that could be 
Provide darn threat and be prepared to affected by a dam failure out of 
owners/operators time to respond to situations as they harm's way. 
make necessary preparations develop. 
and set monitoring 

rocesses. 

1 RIDEM has a standard template and a list of email addresses for State and local officials and some dam owners 
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EXHIBIT B - STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

Issuance of Advisories 
• RIDEM shall advise RIEMA and the city/town EMA Director of specific dams that RIDEM has 

concerns. These may be dams located in areas that are at an increased risk of flooding or dams that may 
be in an unsafe condition and the hazardous weather or hydrologic event puts the dam at a greater risk of 
failure. 

• RIDEM shall propose language to RIEMA to include in a message sent by text or phone. The message 
must be no greater than 180 characters. 

• RIEMA shall send the message by text or phone to affected areas via CodeRed Alert and messaging 
system. 

Issuance of Warnings 
• RIDEM shall advise RIEMA and the city/town EMA Director when RIDEM has reason to believe a dam 

is in imminent danger of failure such that an evacuation is recommended in accordance with RIDEM's 
established checklist. 

• Upon request by RID EM, RIEMA will send an Alert and Warning message using the Integrated Public 
Alert and Warning System to targeted areas advising evacuation. In the event that RIEMA opens the 
State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC), RIDEM will provide a dam engineer to the SEOC for the 
purpose of providing subject matter expertise. 
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