
 

RHODE ISLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
OFFICE OF LAND REVITALIZATION & SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 
235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02908  

 

 

Martin Middle School – North Field, 111 Brown Street, East Providence June 12, 2024 

STRA Completion Report Comment Letter  Page 1 of 3 

STRA COMPLETION REPORT COMMENT LETTER                          June 12, 2024 

File No. SR-10-2181 

            

Chris Murphy            

City of East Providence/East Providence School District 

1998 Pawtucket Avenue 

East Providence, RI 02914 

 

RE: Martin Middle School – North Field 

 111 Brown Street 

 East Providence, Rhode Island 

 Plat Map 307 / Block 33 / Portion of Lot 15  

 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

 

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management’s (the Department) Office of Land 

Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management (LRSMM) reviewed the Short-Term 

Response Action Completion Report for the above referenced property (the Site), which was 

submitted on June 10, 2024, by SAGE Environmental, Inc. (SAGE) in accordance with 250-RICR-

140-30-1, Section 1.7.9 of the Department’s Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and 

Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (the Remediation Regulations), and the Department’s 

Policy Memo 2012-01, Guidelines for Expedited Excavation and Disposal Response Actions (Dig 

and Haul Policy).  

 

After careful review of the Short-Term Response Action Completion Report, the Department 

requires a response to the attached comments, questions, and concerns about the submittal, which 

must be fully addressed in writing to receive a No Further Action Letter. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or would like the opportunity to meet with Department 

personnel, please contact me by telephone at (401) 537-4343, or by E-mail at 

reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov. 

 

Sincerely,          

 

 

 

 

Reilly Cusick       

Environmental Scientist I           

Office of Land Revitalization &  

 Sustainable Materials Management     
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cc:  Kelly Owens, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Ashley Blauvelt, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Michelle McLarney, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Jacob Butterworth, SAGE 

 Becky Raymond, SAGE 

 

Enclosure: Site Figure depicting additional sampling locations 
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DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

June 12, 2024 

  

Short-Term Response Action Completion Report, dated June 7, 2024 

Martin Middle School – North Field 

East Providence, Rhode Island  

 

1. As stated in the STRA Proposal Comment Letter dated May 15, 2024, proposed excavation shall be 

conducted in accordance with Section V.A(3) of the Department’s Guidelines for Expedited 

Excavation and Disposal Response Actions (Dig & Haul Policy). The Dig & Haul Policy states a 

confirmatory sidewall sample must be taken every 5’ of sidewall depth of the excavation, per 

sampling location. As such, the Department is requiring a second sidewall confirmatory sample be 

taken from every sidewall sampling location for a total of two (2) confirmatory samples per 

sampling location. Additionally, the Dig & Haul Policy requires confirmatory samples to be 

collected every 25’ of sidewall. As the length of the southern excavation boundary is approximately 

280 feet, there should be 12 sampling locations and two (2) soil samples per location due to the 

depth of the excavation, for a total of 24 sidewall samples.   

 

2. In reference to Figure 5 from the Site-Investigation Report and Remedial Action Work Plan 

(RAWP) report dated May 7, 2024, there is no record that a sidewall sample was collected between 

soil borings SETP-210 and SETP-211, as well as between SETP-211 and SETP-212. In accordance 

with the Dig & Haul Policy, the Department is requiring two (2) sampling locations between soil 

borings SETP-210 and SETP-211, and one (1) sampling location between borings SETP-211 and 

SETP-212. Please note that if the depth of these sidewalls is greater than 5’, then two (2) soil samples 

will be required per sampling location. These locations are depicted as yellow circles on the attached 

Site Figure. 

 

3. In the Figure provided in the STRA Completion Report, there is no evidence of confirmatory 

sampling conducted along the new sidewalls created by the secondary excavation located 

South/Southwest of the soil sample(s) SE-CS-101(R). The Department is requiring one (1) sampling 

location on each sidewall in this area. Please note that if the depth of these sidewalls is greater than 

5’, then two (2) soil samples will be required per sampling location. These locations are depicted as 

blue circles on the attached Site Figure. 

 

4. Please provide a Site figure specific to the excavation area that includes all previous and current 

base and sidewall confirmatory sampling locations, including analytical data, for the excavation 

area. Please be sure to include the length of each sidewall, as well as sampling depths (in feet). 

 

5. Please submit a STRA Completion Report Addendum that addresses the abovementioned comments 

on or before July 12, 2024. 
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