
Re: 111 Brown St., East Providence, RI (SR-10-2181) - GB-LC Soil Eval

Cusick, Reilly (DEM) <Reilly.Cusick@dem.ri.gov>
Mon 6/10/2024 12:24 PM
To:​Becky Raymond <braymond@sage-enviro.com>​
Cc:​Jacob Butterworth <jbutterworth@sage-enviro.com>;​Jacqueline Lerner <jlerner@sage-enviro.com>;​Blauvelt, Ashley (DEM)
<ashley.blauvelt@dem.ri.gov>;​McLarney, Michelle (DEM) <Michelle.McLarney@dem.ri.gov>​

Good afternoon Becky,
 
After some discussion, the Department accepts the EPH/VPH results that you have provided in the
report received on May 29, 2024.
 
Although TPH shows to not be a leachability concern as of now, it cannot be deemed “non-jurisdictional”.
The area of SETP-111 still showed jurisidictional levels of PAHs. Because of this, a cap is still required
on this area, however, it does not need to be impervious as previously required.
 
I will be issuing the RDL/RAL by the end of the day. Please let me know if there are any questions or
concerns on this matter.
 
Thanks!
Reilly
 

Reilly Cusick (she/her)
Environmental Scientist I
 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Revitalization & Sustainable Materials Management
Site Remediation & Brownfields
235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908
401.537.4343 / reilly.cusick @dem.ri.gov 

 
From: Becky Raymond <braymond@sage-enviro.com>
Date: Thursday, May 30, 2024 at 2:55 PM
To: Cusick, Reilly (DEM) <Reilly.Cusick@dem.ri.gov>
Cc: Jacob Butterworth <jbutterworth@sage-enviro.com>, Jacqueline Lerner <jlerner@sage-
enviro.com>, Blauvelt, Ashley (DEM) <ashley.blauvelt@dem.ri.gov>, McLarney, Michelle (DEM)
<Michelle.McLarney@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: Re: 111 Brown St., East Providence, RI (SR-10-2181) - GB-LC Soil Eval

Hi Reilly, The original soil sample (SETP-111) was submitted for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH). Studies have shown that soils containing organic products (decomposed leaf litter, woody debris, former wetland materials) can produce a false
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Hi Reilly, 
 
The original soil sample (SETP-111) was submitted for Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH).
Studies have shown that soils containing organic products (decomposed leaf litter, woody
debris, former wetland materials) can produce a false positive TPH hit. This is likely the cause
of the high TPH values, especially since the bottom of the test pit (6') is most likely similar in
grade to the original farmland/wetlands that were filled in the 1970's. 
 
Additionally, due to no visually observed soil staining, noticeable petroleum olfactory response,
or elevated PID reading, SAGE identified the possibility for a false positive TPH hit and returned
to the Site to collect a sample from the same location (SETP-111R) for EPH/VPH. Both
analyses EPH/VPH can identify a much more specific targeted range of petroleum
hydrocarbons. Results did not identify any volatile (VPH) or extractable (EPH) hydrocarbons. 
 
In our opinion, these supplemental results support our opinion that the elevated TPH results
were mostly due to commingled organic materials within the soil. Hope this helps. Please let me
know if you have any further questions, or wish to discuss further. 
 
Thank you in advance! 
 
 
On Thu, May 30, 2024 at 11:51 AM Cusick, Reilly (DEM) <Reilly.Cusick@dem.ri.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,
 
Thank you for sending over this report! The Department has reviewed it and has the following
questions.
 
Does SAGE have an opinion on why there is such a significant change in concentration of
TPH between the original soil sample (SETP-111) and the new soil sample (SETP-111(R))?
Also, did the report include all the pages from the lab analytical report or were there any
missing?
 
Reilly
 

Reilly Cusick (she/her)
Environmental Scientist I
 
Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Revitalization & Sustainable Materials Management
Site Remediation & Brownfields
235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908
401.537.4343 / reilly.cusick @dem.ri.gov 
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From: Jacqueline Lerner <jlerner@sage-enviro.com>
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 at 1:11 PM
To: Cusick, Reilly (DEM) <Reilly.Cusick@dem.ri.gov>
Cc: Jacob Butterworth <jbutterworth@sage-enviro.com>, Becky Raymond
<braymond@sage-enviro.com>
Subject: 111 Brown St., East Providence, RI (SR-10-2181) - GB-LC Soil Eval

Good afternoon, Reilly, Please find attached the GB-Leachability Soils Evaluation for the above referenced property. As documented in the SAGE SIR and subsequent comment letter response, one (1) soil sample identified as [SETP-111 (0-6’)] contained

Good afternoon, Reilly,
 
Please find attached the GB-Leachability Soils Evaluation for the above referenced property.
 
As documented in the SAGE SIR and subsequent comment letter response, one (1) soil
sample identified as [SETP-111 (0-6’)] contained TPH at a concentration of 3,000 mg/Kg,
exceeding the GB-LC of 2,500 mg/Kg. To further evaluate the presence of TPH, on May 23,
2024, SAGE advanced a test pit within the area of SETP-111 (identified as SETP-111(R))
from which soils were collected within the top 6 feet BSG. The resulting sample (identified as
SETP-111 (R) (0-6)) was then submitted to a certified laboratory for analysis of EPH and
VPH. The sample analysis did not detect EPH, VPH, or associated fractions exceeding
current or proposed RIDEM Method 1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria or GB-LC.
 
Based upon the further analysis described herein, SAGE is requesting the initial TPH result
be considered non-jurisdictional.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any comments or questions.
 
Best,
Jackie
 

Jacqueline Lerner
Project Assistant
301 Friendship Street
Providence, RI 02903
 

 

O: (888) 723-9920 ext. 134
F:  (401) 723-9973

 
NOTICE: This email is from SAGE Environmental, Inc. ("SAGE"), and is provided solely for the use of the
individual(s) whom the sender intended to address. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, SAGE
hereby instructs you: (i) to refrain from disseminating, distributing or copying the information contained in or
attached to this message, (ii) to notify the sender immediately, and (iii) to destroy all copies of the original
message and attachments. If you receive this email (and any attachments) under a non-disclosure or
confidentiality agreement or other confidential relationship with SAGE, you must treat this email (and its
attachments) in accordance with the terms and conditions of that relationship. Thank you.
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Becky Raymond
Environmental Scientist
301 Friendship, Providence, RI
02903
 

Providence /  Boston
 

O: (888) 723-9920 ext. 129
F: (401) 723-9973
C: (401) 775-9829
E: braymond@sage-enviro.com

 
See what’s happening at SAGE! Sign up for our Newsletter at : http://sage-enviro.com/news/ [sage-
enviro.com]
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