RHODE ISLAND

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF LAND REVITALIZATION & SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02908

PROGRAM LETTER May 20, 2024
File No. SR-10-2181

Chris Murphy

City of East Providence/East Providence School District
1998 Pawtucket Avenue

East Providence, Rl 02914

RE:  Martin Middle School — North Field
111 Brown Street
East Providence, Rhode Island
Plat Map 307 / Block 33 / Portion of Lot 15

Dear Mr. Murphy:

On April 22, 2020, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management's (the
Department) Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management (LRSMM)
enacted the codified 250-RICR-140-30-1, Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and
Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (the Remediation Regulations). Following periodic
refiling, the active Rule became effective on January 4, 2022. The purpose of these regulations is
to create an integrated program requiring reporting, investigation, and remediation of contaminated
sites in order to eliminate and/or control threats to human health and the environment in a timely and
cost-effective manner. A Program Letter is a document used by the Department to signify that a Site
Investigation has been completed and that a Performing Party must conduct public notice in
accordance with Sections 1.8.7(A)(2) and 1.8.9 of the Remediation Regulations concerning the
findings of the investigation and the proposed remedial alternatives.

In the matter of the above-referenced property (the Site), the Department’s Office of LRSMM is in
receipt of the following documentation submitted pursuant to the Remediation Regulations in
response to the reported release at the Site:

1. Release Notification Form, received by the Department on March 12, 2024, and prepared
by SAGE Environmental, Inc. (SAGE);

2. Pre-Site Investigation Public Notice, received by the Department on March 19, 2024, and
prepared by SAGE;

3. Notice of Public Meeting, received by the Department on March 22, 2024, and prepared
by SAGE;

4. Public Meeting Newspaper Legal Notice, received by the Department on March 28, 2024,
and prepared by SAGE;
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5. Environmental Conditions Review and Public Meeting Sign-In Sheet, received by the

Department on April 16, 2024, and prepared by SAGE;

6. Site Investigation Report (SIR) and Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP), received by the

Department on May 7, 2024, and prepared by SAGE; and

7. SIR Comment Letter Addendum, received by the Department on May 17, 2024, and

prepared by SAGE.

The Department regards the information provided in these reports as meeting the requirements
pursuant to Section 1.8.8 of the Remediation Regulations. The preferred remedial alternative
proposes the following remedy:

The encapsulation of site soils that exceed the Department’s Method 1 Residential Direct
Exposure Criteria (R-DEC) with Department approved engineered controls consisting of either
aminimum of two (2) feet of clean fill, one (1) foot of clean fill underlain with a geotextile fabric,
four (4) inches of pavement (asphalt or concrete) above six (6) inches of clean subgrade, or
equivalent, and/or building foundations;

Selective site soils in the vicinity of soil boring SETP-111 that exceed the Department’s
Method 1 GB Leachability Criteria (GB-LC) shall be addressed through one of the following
conceptual remedial alternatives:

o

o

The limited excavation and offsite disposal of selective soils in the vicinity of soil
boring SETP-111 that exceed the GB-LC to a licensed facility. Confirmatory
sampling shall be conducted from the excavation sidewalls and base to verify any
remaining soils are compliant with the GB-LC. Any remaining site soils that are
compliant with the GB-LC, but exceed the R-DEC, shall be encapsulated as
described above;

The encapsulation of selective soils in the vicinity of soil boring SETP-111 that
exceed the GB-LC with Department approved engineered controls consisting of an
impermeable barrier to limit the infiltration of water, such as impervious pavement;
or

A Limited Design Investigation (LDI) proposal shall be submitted to the Department
in a RAWP Addendum in accordance with §1.10.5 of the Remediation Regulations
in order to further evaluate potential leachability concerns in this area. Additional
samples from soils in the vicinity of soil boring SETP-111 shall be collected and
laboratory analyzed for Extractable Petroleum Hydrocarbons (EPH) and Volatile
Petroleum Hydrocarbons (VPH). Based upon the results of this additional sampling,
the City of East Providence/East Providence School District may petition the
Department to re-evaluate the requirements for encapsulation and/or disposal of soils
in this area.
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e The integrity of the cap shall be preserved through the recording of an Environmental Land
Usage Restriction (ELUR) on the deed for the entire Contaminated-Site (Plat Map 307 / Block
33 / Portion of Lot 15). The ELUR shall include a Class I survey identifying the boundaries of
the restriction on the property. The ELUR shall require the performance of annual inspections to
document the status of the ELUR and the condition of the engineered controls at the Site. The
ELUR shall include a soil management plan (SMP), which will address post remediation
activities that disturb onsite soils. The ELUR, once approved by the Department, shall be
recorded for the property in the Land Evidence Records for the City of East Providence and a
recorded copy forwarded back to the Department within fifteen (15) days of recording.

The Department acknowledges that the site investigation activities are complete. The Department is
not yet able to formally approve the SIR, however, due to the necessity to first allow the public to
comment on the technical feasibility of the preferred remedial alternative. Outlined in Section
1.8.7(A)(2) and 1.8.9 of the Remediation Regulations are the requirements for public notice after the
SIR is deemed complete to all abutting property owners, tenants, easement holders, and the
municipality regarding the substantive findings of the completed investigation and the opportunity
for public review and comment on the technical feasibility of the preferred remedial alternative.
Please submit a draft notification to the Department via E-mail for review and approval prior to
distribution. A boilerplate notification to be distributed can be found online at
https://dem.ri.gov/environmental-protection-bureau/land-revitalization-and-sustainable-
materials-management/site-remediation-program. The Department will require a copy of the
approved public notice letter and a list of all recipients upon issuance.

The Department will formally approve the SIR in the form of a Remedial Decision Letter (RDL)
once Public Notice is completed and upon Department approval of all final responses to relevant
public comments. At that point, the Department will require submission of the Remedial Action
Work Plan (RAWP) for review and approval in accordance with Sections 1.9 and 1.10 of the
Remediation Regulations. Upon receipt of the RDL, be prepared to submit the Remedial Action
Approval Application Fee of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) in check form made payable to
General Treasurer -State of Rhode Island directly to the Office of Management Services.

If you have any questions regarding this letter or would like the opportunity to meet with
Department personnel, please contact me by telephone at (401) 537-4343, or by E-mail at
reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov.

Sincerely,
Reilly Cusick
Environmental Scientist |

Office of Land Revitalization &
Sustainable Materials Management

Cc:  Kelly Owen, RIDEM/LRSMM
Ashley Blauvelt, RIDEM/LRSMM
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Jacob Butterworth, SAGE
Becky Raymond, SAGE
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