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May 17, 2024

Ms. Reilly Cusick

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management
235 Promenade Street

Providence, R 02908

Sent in Hard Copy & Via Email: reilly.cusick@dem.ri.qgov

RE: SIR Comment Response
111 Brown Street
East Providence, Rhode Island
RIDEM Case No.SR-10-2181
SAGE Project No. S4554

Dear Ms. Cusick:

SAGE Environmental, Inc. (SAGE) has prepared the subject letter to provide responses to comments
presented by the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) in a letter dated May
16, 2024. The following sections provide each RIDEM comment and corresponding SAGE response.

RIDEM Comment #1:

Section 11.2: The first paragraph states that the “results of the soil testing identified levels of metals, and
metals PAHs...”. Please clarify which contaminants were identified at concentrations above the
Department’s Method 1 soil criteria.

SAGE Response:

Please see Section 11.2 of the SIR, which provides the results of the initial February 2024 “North Field”
Test Pit soil samples which identified typical “urban-fill contaminants” including arsenic, lead, TPH, and
select PAH compounds. The following exceedances were identified:

» SETP-111 (0-6): Arsenic and lead above RIDEM Method 1 R-DEC and I/C-DEC, TPH above RIDEM
Method 1 R-DEC, I/C-DEC, and GB-LC, and select PAHs above RIDEM Method 1 R-DEC and/or I/C-
DEC;

> SETP-112 (0-6): Arsenic and lead above RIDEM Method 1 R-DEC and I/C-DEC, and select PAHs
above RIDEM Method 1 R-DEC and/or I/C-DEC;

> SETP-113 (0-6): One (1) PAH, Benzo(a)pyrene, above RIDEM Method 1 R-DEC; and

» SETP-114 (0-6): Select PAHs above RIDEM Method 1 R-DEC and/or I/C-DEC.



Detected PAHs are summarized in the SIR Table 5, and include: Acenaphthylene, Anthracene,
Benz(a)anthracene, Benzo(a)pyrene, Benzo(b)fluoranthene, Benzo(ghi)perylene, Benzo(k)fluoranthene,
Chrysene, Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene, Fluoranthene, Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene, Phenanthrene, and Pyrene.

Further evaluation of other collected soil sample results are summarized in SIR Section 11.2.
RIDEM Comment #2:

Section 1.8.3(A)(11): Please discuss if the contamination falls outside of the jurisdiction of the Remediation
Regulations, including but not limited to USTs, UICs, and wetlands.

SAGE Response:

The data collected as part of the SIR suggest the findings are under the jurisdiction of the Remediation
Regulations.

RIDEM Comment #3:

Section 25.0: If any soils which exceed the Department’s Method 1 GB Leachability Criteria (GB-LC) are
proposed to remain on-Site, they must be encapsulated with Department approved engineered controls
consisting of an impermeable barrier to limit the infiltration of water through the impacted soils.

SAGE Response:

During assessment activities, one (1) soil sample identified as [SETP-111 (0-6’)] contained TPH at a
concentration of 3,000 mg/Kg, exceeding the GB-LC of 2,500 mg/Kg. As part of RAWP activities soils
exceeding the GB-LC will either be excavated for off-Site disposal or capped with an impervious cover
including concrete or asphalt. Furthermore, SAGE is also evaluating resampling this area for Extractable
Petroleum Hydrocarbons (EPH) and Volatile Petroleum Hydrocarbons (VPH). If EPH and VPH results are
less than the RIDEM proposed standards, SAGE will request the initial TPH result be considered non-
jurisdictional. This evaluation will be provided as part of RAWP implementation activities and provided
to the Department for review and approval.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,
SAGE Environmental, Inc.

Becky faymend

Becky Iﬁymorﬁ
Environmental Scientist

Qacob H. Buttarwsth
chob H. Butterworth, MS, LSP
Vice President




