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SHORT-TERM RESPONSE ACTION APPROVAL LETTER                 May 16, 2024 

File No. SR-10-2181 

      

Chris Murphy 

City of East Providence/East Providence School District 

1998 Pawtucket Avenue 

East Providence, RI 02914 

 

RE: Martin Middle School – North Field 

 111 Brown Street 

 East Providence, Rhode Island 

 Plat Map 307 / Block 33 / Portion of Lot 15 

 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

 

On April 22, 2020, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management's (the 

Department) Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management (LRSMM) 

enacted the codified 250-RICR-140-30-1, Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and 

Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (the Remediation Regulations). Following periodic 

refiling, the active Rule became effective on January 4, 2022. The purpose of these regulations is 

to create an integrated program requiring reporting, investigation, and remediation of contaminated 

sites in order to eliminate and/or control threats to human health and the environment. A Short-Term 

Response Action (STRA) Approval Letter is a document used by the Department to approve limited 

remedial actions pursuant to Section 1.7 of the Remediation Regulations at contaminated sites that 

do not involve the use of complex engineered systems or techniques (i.e., groundwater pump and 

treat systems, soil vapor extraction systems, etc.). 

 

In the matter of the above-referenced property (the Site), the Office of LRSMM is in receipt of the 

following final documentation submitted pursuant to the Remediation Regulations in response to the 

reported release at the Site: 

 

1. Release Notification Form, received by the Department on March 12, 2024, and prepared 

by SAGE Environmental Inc. (SAGE);  

 

2. Consolidation Work Plan, received by the Department on May 1, 2024, and prepared by 

SAGE; 

 

3. Site Investigation Report (SIR) and Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP), received by the 

Department on May 7, 2024, and prepared by SAGE; and 

 

4. STRA Proposal Addendum, received by the Department on May 14, 2024, and prepared 

by SAGE. 
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Together these documents fulfill the requirements of Section 1.7 (Emergency or Short-term 

Response) of the Remediation Regulations. 

 

The Short-Term Response Action Work Plan requires the excavation of approximately 1,780 cubic 

yards of urban fill-impacted soils in the southern portion of the Site. The excavated soils will be 

consolidated and stockpiled on the “North Field” temporarily, underlain and covered with 6-mil 

polyethylene sheeting, until encapsulation during the proposed remedy. After the excavation, a 

new delineation line will be surveyed and marked, and confirmatory soil samples will be taken to 

confirm that remaining Site soils outside the area of proposed encapsulation are compliant with 

the Department’s Method 1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria (R-DEC) and GB Leachability 

Criteria for all constituents. Confirmatory sampling in the area of excavation for total petroleum 

hydrocarbons (TPH), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 

polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and Priority Pollutant 13 metals (PP13) shall be 

conducted in accordance with Section V.A. of the Department’s Guidelines for Expedited 

Excavation and Disposal Response Actions (Dig & Haul Policy). 

 

At this time, the Office of LRSMM offers its concurrence with the proposed remedial action for the 

property. The Office of LRSMM approves the STRA Work Plan provided that all activities and 

procedures detailed in the STRA Work Plan are strictly adhered to.   

 

The Performing Party shall notify all abutting property owners, tenants, easement holders, the 

municipality, and any community well suppliers associated with any well head protection areas which 

encircle the site, that the Short-Term Remedial Action is complete and make available to them the 

findings of the Short-Term Response Report submitted in accordance with Section 1.7.6 (C) of the 

Remediation Regulations. Please submit a draft notification to the Department via E-mail for review 

and approval prior to distribution. 

 

Within thirty (30) days of completion of all the above-mentioned remedial work outlined in the 

STRA Work Plan, please submit a STRA Closure Report in accordance with Section 1.7.9 

inclusive of any disposal documentation and laboratory sampling analysis to the Office of LRSMM 

for review and approval. Upon approval of the Closure Report, the Office of LRSMM shall issue 

a No Further Action Letter for the Site. 

 

This Short-Term Response Action Approval Letter does not remove your obligation to obtain any 

other necessary permits from other local, State, or Federal agencies. The Office of LRSMM shall 

require at least forty-eight (48) hours’ notice in advance of any remedial work. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or would like the opportunity to meet with Department 

personnel, please contact me by telephone at (401) 537-4343, or by E-mail at 

reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov. 
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Sincerely,      Authorized by,     

       

        
Reilly Cusick      Michelle McLarney 

Environmental Scientist I    Environmental Engineer I 

Office of Land Revitalization &   Office of Land Revitalization & 

 Sustainable Materials Management  Sustainable Materials Management 

 

cc:  Kelly Owens, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Ashley Blauvelt, RIDEM/LRSMM 

 Jacob Butterworth, SAGE 

 Becky Raymond, SAGE 

 

 
 


