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May 1, 2024

Ms. Reilly Cusick

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management
235 Promenade Street

Providence, RI 02908

Sent in Hard Copy & Via Email:_reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov

RE: North Field Material Consolidation & Stormwater Utility Line Installation Plan
111 Brown Street
East Providence, Rhode Island
SAGE Project No. 54554
RIDEM Case No.SR-10-2181

Dear Ms. Cusick:

SAGE Environmental, Inc. (SAGE) has prepared this submission to provide details during planned limited
excavation activities at the subject location (hereinafter, “Site”). The Site area is known as the “North
Field” and is a 2.82-acre portion of a larger Parent Parcel, identified by the City of East Providence as Plat
Map 307, Block 33, Lot 15, and which is occupied by the Martin Middle School.

A United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle Site Location Map showing the location of the Site
relative to pertinent geographic features is included as Figure 1. The Site area is further depicted in Figure
2.

Background

In early March 2024, during Site excavation work within a portion of the North Field, urban fill materials
(i.e. brick, concrete, coal ash, tires, and metal debris) were identified. At that time, work was stopped, and
soil samples were collected. Results of the soil testing identified levels of metals, petroleum, and
polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) at concentrations above the applicable RIDEM Method 1 Criteria. On
March 12, 2024, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) was notified of
the release. RIDEM assigned the State and Hazardous Waste Site (SHWS) case number, SR-10-2181. Since
RIDEM notification, SAGE has overseen further investigations to characterize the release and to define
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the extent of impacts. These assessment activities have included the collection and analysis of soil samples
from test pits and soil borings, as well as sampling of groundwater from monitoring wells. The extent of
impacts has been defined and is depicted in Figure 2.

SAGE is currently preparing a Site Investigation Report (SIR) for DEM submission to provide all data,
however, since this is an active construction project, the subject letter has been prepared to provide
details regarding planned limited activities within the “North Field” area, and to allow work to continue.
These planned activities are further described in the subsequent sections.

Proposed Consolidation Excavation

Currently the extent of impact intersects a portion of a proposed building foundation, depicted by the
shaded purple area in Figure 2. As such, SAGE is proposing materials within this noted area be excavated
and consolidated further within the North Field, in order to adjust the delineation line and allow the
building footprint to be excluded from the contaminated area. The area proposed to be consolidated is
depicted as a green line in Figure 2. Materials within the consolidation zone will be excavated to native
material, which is anticipated to be before or at approximately 6 feet below surface grade (bsg), based
upon current investigation work. This will result in the consolidation of approximately 1,780 cubic yards
of soil into the “North Field”. After which, the new delineation line will be surveyed and marked in the
field.

To confirm removal of contaminated materials, aside from visual observations, SAGE will collect five (5)
confirmatory samples at the base of the excavation. Soil samples will be placed in a cooler on ice and
transported under chain-of-custody protocol to a State-certified laboratory for select analysis of total
petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) via EPA Method 8100M, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) via EPA
Method 8260C, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), PAHs, and Priority Pollutant 13 metals (PP13). The
target levels for compliance are the RIDEM Method 1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria (R-DEC) and GB
Leachability Criteria (GB-LC).

Soil excavation and consolidation into the North Field will be conducted in accordance with best
management practices outlined in the Construction Soil Management Plan (C-SMP), included as

Attachment 1.

Proposed Excavation for Installation of a Drainage Tie-In

Additionally, to continue the project, a drainage line needs to be installed through the North Field to tie
into an existing line. The approximate extents of the proposed drainage line are identified in Figure 2.
Work conducted as part of the drainage line installation will be conducted in accordance with
the Construction Soil Management Plan in Attachment 1, and all material disturbed will remain
within the North Field.

Documentation

Upon completion of the above-described actions, SAGE will provide a summary report for documentation.
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Work is prepared to begin, and we request RIDEM approval to commence.
Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at your convenience.

Sincerely,
SAGE Environmental, Inc.

Beckey faymond ?@ié/_é@m@@m%
J 7

Becky Raymond Jacob H. Butterworth, MS, LSP
Environmental Scientist Vice President

Figure 1 United States Geological Survey

Figure 2 Site Plan

Attachment 1 Construction Soil Management Plan (C-SMP)
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CONSTRUCTION SOIL MANAGEMENT PLAN

North Field
Portion of Martin Middle School
111 Brown Street, East Providence, Rl
Portion of Assessor's Plat 307, Block 33, Portion of Lot 15
East Providence, Rhode Island
RIDEM Case No.SR-10-2181

Submitted to:

Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Revitalization & Sustainable Materials Management
235 Promenade Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02908
On Behalf of:

City of East Providence/East Providence School District
1998 Pawtucket Avenue
East Providence, Rhode Island 02914

Prepared by:
SAGE Environmental, Inc.
301 Friendship Road
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

SAGE Project No. S4554

May 2024

Environmental, Health & Safety Services
301 Friendship St., Providence, R1 02903 | 888.723.9920 | sage-enviro.com



Background

This Construction Soil Management Plan (SMP) has been prepared for the planned limited excavation
activities at the subject location (hereinafter, “Site”). The Site area, known as the “North Field”, is a 2.82-
acre portion of a larger Parent Parcel, identified by the City of East Providence as Plat Map 307, Block 33,
Lot 15, which is occupied by the Martin Middle School.

Results of the soil testing identified levels of metals, petroleum, and polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs)
at concentrations above the applicable RIDEM Method 1 Criteria. On March 12, 2024, the Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) was notified of the release. RIDEM assigned the
State and Hazardous Waste Site (SHWS) case number, SR-10-2181. Since RIDEM notification, SAGE has
overseen further investigations to characterize the release and to define the extent of impacts. These
assessment activities have included the collection and analysis of soil samples from test pits and soil
borings, as well as sampling of groundwater from monitoring wells.

Currently the extent of the impacted “North Field” area intersects a portion of the proposed building
foundation. As such, SAGE is proposing materials within this noted area be excavated and consolidated,
in order to adjust the delineation line and allow the building footprint to be excluded from the
contaminated area. Certain activities involving soil disturbance, such as excavation, must be conducted in
accordance with the SMP procedures. This SMP has been developed to establish policies and procedures
for protecting the health and safety of surrounding receptors and of workers engaged in activities at the
Site.

Strict adherence to this plan will reduce threats to an insignificant level, but will not eliminate the potential
for harm from soil at the Site. It is the responsibility of on-Site personnel to report all potential hazards
to the Project Superintendent (PS), whose job it is to implement and enforce this plan.

Soil Management

The direct exposure pathway is the primary concern at the Site. Individuals engaged in activities at the
Site may be exposed through incidental ingestion, dermal contact, or inhalation of vapors or entrained
soil particles if proper precautions are not taken. Therefore, the following procedures will be followed to
minimize the potential of exposure.

During site work, the appropriate precautions will be taken to restrict unauthorized access to the
property.

During all site/earth work, dust suppression (e.g. watering, etc.) techniques must be employed at all times.
If it is anticipated, due to the nature of the contaminants of concern, that odors may be generated during
Site activities, air monitoring and means to control odors will be utilized, as appropriate (e.g. odor-
suppressing foam, etc.).

In the event that an unexpected observation or situation arises during Site work, such activities will
immediately stop. Workers will not attempt to handle the situation themselves but will contact the

appropriate authority for further direction.

In the event that certain soils on-Site were not previously characterized, these soils are presumed to be
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Construction Soil Management Plan
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regulated until it is demonstrated to the Department, through sampling and laboratory analysis that they
are not regulated. (For example, presumptive remedies or locations of previously inaccessible soil.)

Excavated soil is to remain on-Site for analytical testing, to be performed by an environmental
professional, in order to determine the appropriate disposal and/or management options. The soil must
be placed on and covered with polyethylene/plastic sheeting during the entire duration of its staging and
secured with appropriate controls to limit the loss of the cover and protect against storm-water and / or
wind erosion (e.g. hay bales, silt fencing, rocks, etc.).

Excavated soils will be staged and temporarily stored in a designated area of the Site. Within reason, the
storage location will be selected to limit the unauthorized access to the materials (e.g., away from public
roadways/walkways). In the event that stockpiled soils pose a risk or threat of leaching hazardous
materials, a proper leak-proof container (e.g. drum or lined roll-off) or secondary containment will be
utilized.

Soils excavated from the Site may not be re-used as fill on residential property. Excavated fill material
shall not be re-used as fill on commercial or industrial properties unless it meets the Department’s Method
1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria for all constituents listed in Table 1 of the Rules and Regulations for
the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (Remediation Regulations). Copies of
the laboratory analysis results shall be maintained by the Site owner and included in the annual inspection
report for the Site, or the closure report if applicable. In the event that the soil does not meet any of these
criteria, the material must be properly managed and disposed of off-Site at a licensed facility.

Site soils, which are to be disposed of off-Site, must be done so at a licensed facility in accordance with all
local, state, and federal laws. Copies of the material shipping records associated with the disposal of the
material shall be maintained by the Site owner and included in the annual inspection report for the Site.

Best soil management practices should be employed at all times and regulated soils should be segregated
into separate piles (or cells or containers) as appropriate based upon the results of analytical testing, when
multiple reuse options are planned (e.g. reuse on-Site, reuse at a Department approved
Industrial/Commercial property, or disposal at a Department approved licensed facility).

All non-disposable equipment used during the soil disturbance activities will be properly decontaminated
as appropriate prior to removal from the Site. All disposable equipment used during the soil disturbance
activities will be properly containerized and disposed of following completion of the work. All vehicles
utilized during the work shall be properly decontaminated as appropriate prior to leaving the Site.

Worker Health and Safety

To ensure the health and safety of on-Site workers, persons involved in the excavation and handling of
the material on Site are required to wear a minimum of Level D personal protection equipment, including
gloves, work boots and eye protection. Workers are also required to wash their hands with soap and water
prior to eating, drinking, smoking, or leaving the Site.
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