
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 
REVIEW 

MARTIN MIDDLE  SCHOOL “NORTHERN FIELD AREA”

Location: Administration Building - 1998 Pawtucket Avenue, East Providence, Rhode Island
Start Time: Monday, April 15, 2024 

5:00 pm



WHY ARE WE HERE?
In early March 2024, during the excavation of a portion of the site as part of the 

school upgrades urban fill materials were identified.

The area is referred to as the northern field and was previously a grassy area.

Samples of soil collected in this area identified contaminants typical of urban fill 
(metals, petroleum, and poly-aromatic hydrocarbons) exceeding RIDEM 
standards.

RIDEM was notified of these findings in March 2024, and a current site 
investigation is being performed.

This meeting is being performed to inform the public of our current findings and 
the steps being taken to move forward.  



AREA OF INVESTIGATION

Parent Parcel boundary (red outline)

Area of Concern – Known as “Northern 
Field” (blue outline)

Historical Research Key Findings:
Historical aerial images (first observed in the
1939 satellite aerial and evident until
approximately 1970) indicate that the Site
parent parcel was historically utilized for
agricultural purposes.

1939



AREA OVERTIME 
20181962



RELEASE NOTIFICATION 

 As part of redevelopment construction work, evidence of fill materials were
observed including (brick, concrete, coal ash, tires, and metal debris).

 The construction team stopped work in this area and retained SAGE
Environmental to submit a Release Notification to the Rhode Island Department
of Environmental Management (March 12, 2024).



 Test Pits – Multiple test pits have been performed to 
delineate the extent of the northern field boundary from 
which soil samples have been collected and laboratory 
analyzed.

 Soil Borings/Monitoring Wells - Multiple soil borings and 
monitoring wells have been installed within the northern 
field from which soil samples and groundwater samples 
have been collected and laboratory analyzed.

 Current Investigation Takeaways:
 Groundwater has been shown to not be impacted; 
 Soils contain levels of metals, petroleum, and poly-

aromatic hydrocarbons sporadically above standard 
(typical of urban fill); and

 The extent of impacts to soil has been defined. 

CURRENT INVESTIGATION & DELINEATION SUMMARY



CONCEPTUAL REMEDIAL APPROACH 

Based on the current data, the conceptual remedial design includes the following:

1. Off-Site Disposal of Soils and Capping – Based upon grading requirements it is
anticipated that some volume of soil will require removal after the area is capped
under DEM approval.

2. Placement of Institutional Control – Filing of an Environmental Land Use Restriction
(ELUR) and Soil Management Plan (SMP) to ensure the cap is continually inspected
and the results would be reported to RIDEM annually.



NEXT STEPS & CONCLUSION  
Complete the public comment period. There is a 10-day comment period following

this meeting which expires on April 29th.

Please direct comments to:
Reilly Cusick– Environmental Scientist I
RIDEM – Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management
235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode Island
Reilly.cusick@dem.ri.gov
401.537.4343

Prepare and submit to RIDEM a Site Investigation Report documenting the assessment
results provided herein, along with a preliminary design of the conceptual remedial
alternative.


