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Introduction: What is a General Permit (GP)?

• GPs are developed for projects that:
• occur within the jurisdictional area identified in the 

GP;

• involve similar land uses;

• involve substantially similar types and areas of 
alteration and impacts in a defined area and;

• are more appropriately authorized under a GP than 
under individual Freshwater Wetlands Permits. 

• GPs allow the Department to streamline 
application requirements and develop standard 
permit Terms and Conditions. 
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Authority for the General Permit
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250-RICR-150-15-3.10 General Permits

A. The Department may issue a general permit in accordance with the following:

1. Scope. The general permit shall cover projects and activities as described in the permit within a jurisdictional 
area, as defined herein;

2. Sources. The general permit shall regulate, within the scope described in § 3.10(A)(1) of this Part, projects or 
activities that:

a. Involve the same or substantially similar types and areas of alteration and impacts;
b. Occur only within the jurisdictional area identified in the general permit;
c. Involve similar land uses; and
d. In the opinion of the Department, are more appropriately authorized under a general permit than under 
individual Freshwater Wetlands Permits;

3. The general permit shall define, identify and regulate specific eligible projects or activities that may be proposed 
within a jurisdictional area;

4. General permits may be issued, modified, revoked, and reissued or terminated by the Department in accordance 
with applicable requirements of these Rules...;



General Permit Workgroup

• RIDEM introduced the concept of a FWW GP 
during the promulgation of the new rules.

• After the new rules became effective on July 1, 
2022, the RIDEM held a series of informal 
workshops with stakeholders 
including RIDOT, Save the Bay, and Design 
Professionals.

• Established a small working 
group of professionals with experience preparing 
and submitting FWW applications.
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• Available Now:
• Basic Questions and Answers 

Regarding the Proposed 
Freshwater Wetlands General 
Permit

• Request to Verify Wetland 
Edges-Frequently Asked 
Questions

• Soon to come:

• Application Checklist

• Eligibility Guidance

• Use of Professionals 
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Guidance and Factsheets

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/pn/fww-gen-permit-faq.pdf
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/permits/fresh/pdfs/freshwater-wetlands-request-verify-edges-faqs.pdf


Public Participation 

• A public comment period is in effect from 
July 29, 2022, to September 12, 2022. 
Public comments may be submitted to 
Charles A. Horbert at 
chuck.horbert@dem.ri.gov. 

• Visit dem.ri.gov/newwetlandsrules to 
view the draft General Permit, relevant 
guidance documents, and the Public 
Notice. 

• Additional methods of commenting and 
obtaining copies of relevant materials are 
provided in the Public Notice. 
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mailto:chuck.horbert@dem.ri.gov
http://dem.ri.gov/newwetlandsrules
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Overview of FWW 
General Permit



Remember, you don’t need a GP if your project is Exempt!

• Review the exemptions under the FWW Rules 
before applying for a GP (3.6 Exempt Activities)

• Many projects on existing developed land may 
qualify for an exemption.

• If a project is exempt, then a permit is not 
needed. 

• If you would like written confirmation from 
DEM that your project is exempt, you may 
submit a Request for Regulatory Applicability. 

9

https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf


Eligible Projects and Activities

1. Individual residential construction

2. Limited projects associated with existing developed 
properties

3. Stormwater retrofit projects

4. All other development outside of designated buffer 
zones
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Project Specific Requirements Common to All 
Eligible Activities 

• The land area of disturbance must be less 
than 1 acre, or, for stormwater retrofits 
projects only, less than 5 acres.

• Proposed work must be outside all 
freshwater wetlands and meet all 
Freshwater Wetland Buffer Standards in 
Rule 3.7.1(B) (with an exception for 
highway wetlands for stormwater retrofit 
projects).
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https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf


Project Specific Requirements Common to All 
Eligible Activities 

• Projects must not include subsurface disposal of 
stormwater subject to the RIDEM Groundwater 
Discharge Rules (includes Federal Underground 
Injection Control (UIC) Program), 250-RICR-150-05-4.

• Projects that involve new impervious areas or 
disturbance of ≥ 10,000 sq ft of existing impervious 
area (excepting projects associated with existing 
developed single-family residences or duplexes) 
require a signed statement from a RI PE certifying the 
project has met applicable requirements of the 
Stormwater Rules. 
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https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12457_20211221091036.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-150-10-8


Individual residential construction

• Includes construction of individual single-family or duplex residential 
structures and construction of associated accessory structures on lots 
of record.

• All structures must meet all required setbacks specified in Rule 
3.7.1(C). 

• Projects that rely on the Residential Infill Lot Buffer Standard are not 
eligible for authorization through the GP. 
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https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf
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Limited projects associated with existing 
developed properties

• Includes construction and installation of accessory structures and 
other limited projects including but not limited to:

• additions, garages, loading areas, tennis courts, landscaping areas, 
OWTS, utilities, parking areas, outbuildings, and replacement of 
existing structures.

16



17



Stormwater retrofit projects

• Includes construction of stormwater best management practices (“BMP’s”) to 
manage existing stormwater runoff.

• Work is allowed in the buffer of highway wetlands where buffer is routinely 
mowed and does not contain shrubs or trees.

• BMPs are authorized to manage existing runoff only; they are not authorized to 
receive runoff from new construction activity or increases in impervious 
surfaces.

• Existing runoff patterns to receiving freshwater wetlands must be maintained.
• Any project that involves land disturbance of ≥ 1 acre must be accompanied by a 

signed statement from a RI PE certifying that the project will meet applicable 
SESC Requirements.
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All other development outside of designated 
buffer zones

• Projects of any kind not otherwise listed above within Jurisdictional 
Area that are 
• 1) located outside of all freshwater wetlands and designated buffer zones, or 

that are:

• 2) outside of Jurisdictional Area but may not be undertaken without approval 
from RIDEM pursuant to Rule 3.5.6(B)

• All structures must meet all required setbacks specified in Rule 
3.7.1(C). 
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https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf
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Questions?
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Application Requirements

✓Completed and signed application form
✓Fee of $150
✓Narrative (two copies): Project type & purpose, river protection 

region, buffer zone width, description of how the project will meet 
project-specific requirements & standard Terms & Conditions. 

✓Site plans (three copies)
✓Other applicable documentation (2 copies): may include fww edge 

verification letter, pre-application meeting summary, etc. 
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When is a professional required?

• May be required for site plan preparation as described in Rule 3.8.7.

• Any project that involves new impervious area(s) or disturbance of ≥ 10,000 sq. ft. 
of existing impervious area (except projects associated with single-family 
residences or duplexes) must include a signed statement from a RI PE certifying 
that the project has been designed to meet all applicable Minimum Standards of 
the “Stormwater Rules” (250-RICR-150-10-8).

• Any project that involves land disturbance of ≥ 1 acre must include a signed 
statement from a RI PE certifying that the project has been designed to meet all 
applicable SESC Plan Requirements outlined in applicable sections of the RIPDES 
CGP.

• Many projects that require identification of the edge of vegetated freshwater 
wetlands and associated buffer zones.

24

https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-150-10-8
https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/programs/benviron/water/permits/ripdes/pdfs/cgp092620.pdf


Authorization

• RIDEM will provide in writing either authorization to proceed under 
the GP or a determination that the project is ineligible under the GP.

• Authorizations are valid for a period of five (5) years from issuance.

• A Notice of Change of Ownership form (coming soon) is required to 
transfer the authorization under the GP.

• If a project is determined to be ineligible, the applicant will be able to 
submit additional documentation and the balance of any fee to 
proceed with an Application for Freshwater Wetlands Permit or an 
Application for Significant Alteration. 
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http://www.dem.ri.gov/documents/forms/index.php


Highlights of Standard Terms and Conditions
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Review the GP for the full list of sixteen 

Standard Terms and Conditions!

• No work shall commence prior to receipt of written authorization from RIDEM.

• RIDEM reserves the right to require an Application for Freshwater Wetlands Permit
whenever RIDEM determines that the potential impacts of a proposed project may 
warrant a more detailed review.

• All projects must install, utilize and maintain appropriate SESC. All exposed soils are to 
be permanently stabilized at the earliest practicable date.

• Temporary SESC shall be removed upon completion of work, but not before all disturbed 
areas are permanently stabilized.

http://www.dem.ri.gov/documents/forms/index.php


Highlights of Standard Terms and Conditions

• All projects, other than stormwater retrofit projects, must utilize and 
maintain appropriate stormwater treatment best management practices in 
accordance with the Stormwater Rules.

• No project may result in placement of fill or structures in floodplain or 
floodway. 

• No project may include installation of a groundwater well, or combination 
of wells within a sub-watershed, intended to withdraw greater than 10,000 
gallons per day. 
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Review the GP for the full list of sixteen 

Standard Terms and Conditions!

https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/250-150-10-8


Highlights of Standard Terms and Conditions

• The applicant authorizes RIDEM to perform periodic inspections at any time 
deemed necessary to ensure that the project is being constructed or has 
been completed in accordance with all project-specific restrictions and 
terms and conditions of the GP. 

• Prior to the start of construction on any project authorized by this GP, an 
applicant must complete and submit the Start of Construction form found 
at: http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/permits/swcoord/soc.pdf
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Review the GP for the full list of sixteen 

Standard Terms and Conditions!

http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/benviron/water/permits/swcoord/soc.pdf


Review Timeframe

• The goal is to issue authorizations under the 
GP within thirty (30) days of receipt of a 
complete application.

• Actual approval times will vary based on the 
volume and rate of applications submitted 
and required field work to verify the buffer 
and wetland edges. 

• If an applicant first obtains a verification of 
wetland edges and applicable buffer zones 
(see Rule 3.9.3), this will facilitate a quicker 
review and a predictable outcome.
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https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/DEM/REG_12792_20220727111908245.pdf


Questions?
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Online Application Form Process
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The FWW GP Application process begins with an online form that will 
be accessible from the DEM Freshwater Wetlands website.

Once the online form has been submitted, the applicant(s) and 
professional(s) will receive an automated email containing the “final” 
application document and instructions.

The applicant(s) and professional(s) review and sign the document, 
provide payment (check or money order), attach supporting documents, 
and mail or deliver the hard-copy application to the DEM PAC.
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Online Application Form

Features:

• Instructions with links to the GP, 

Part 3 Rules, and other resources.

• Sections 1 & 2 of the application 

form contain screening questions 

designed to make sure that the 

GP is the appropriate application.

• The form saves progress as the 

applicant works on it.

• Management tool for application 

preparers working on multiple 

applications simultaneously.
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Online Application Form
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Online Application – Automated Email

• The first section of the email 

reiterates the instructions from the 

online application.  

• Also includes the list of 

documents required for a full 

submission.

• Links to the DEM FWW Online 

permit search and assistance via 

email.
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Online Application – Automated Email
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Questions?



Schedule to finalize the GP
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• Public Comments must be submitted by September 12, 2022.
• Comments may be submitted by email to Charles 

A. Horbert at chuck.horbert@dem.ri.gov.
• RIDEM will review all comments received and will finalize the GP if 

no substantive changes are made to the GP based on comments 
received.

• If substantive changes are made to the GP, the RIDEM will provide 
an additional public notice and comments period to provide the 
opportunity for public input.

• The GP will become effective upon the date it is formally issued. 
Currently projected to be October 10, 2022.

mailto:chuck.horbert@dem.ri.gov

