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VHB Site-Specific Health and 
Safety Plan 

Introduction 
This Site-Specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP) has been prepared by Vanasse 
Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB) for the sole and exclusive use by VHB personnel while 
working at the Blackstone River Bikeway – Segment 1A in Providence, Rhode Island 
(the Site). VHB’s work at the Site is being conducted at the request of the Rhode Island 
Department of Transportation (RIDOT) and the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (RIDEM). This work is subject to the scope of services 
provided in the contract between VHB and the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations dated October 1992 and the contract amendment dated February 8, 2013 
and any subsequent contract amendments. Use or reliance upon information 
provided in this HASP by any party other than VHB, shall be at the User’s sole risk.  
 
In preparing this HASP, VHB has obtained and relied upon information from 
multiple sources to form certain conclusions regarding potential environmental issues 
at and in the vicinity of the Site. Except as otherwise noted, no attempt has been made 
to verify the accuracy or completeness of such information.  
 
The guidance presented in this HASP is based solely upon information gathered to 
date. Should further environmental or other relevant information be developed at a 
later date, VHB will evaluate and modify the HASP as appropriate. This HASP is 
established for field work consisting of construction observation and associated soil 
sampling as needed during Site redevelopment activities and is not relevant for any 
other services or tasks.  

General Site Information 
Site Name: Blackstone River Bikeway – Segment 1 A 

 Portions of Providence Assessor’s Lot 8/Plat 17; Lots 66, 446 & 456/  
Plat 15 and a Portion of Beach Street 

  Providence, Rhode Island 
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Table 1 – Emergency Information and Local Resources 
Providence, Rhode Island 

Public and Private Resources Telephone Numbers 
Ambulance 911 
Rhode Island Hospital  911 or (401) 729-2000 
Providence Fire Department (Emergency) 911 or 401-272-3344 
Providence Police Department (Emergency) 911 or 401-272-1111 
Rhode Island Hospital – Emergency Room 911 or 401-444-5411 
National Poison Control Center 800-682-9211 
DIG SAFE Reporting Line 888-344-7233 

 
Nearest Hospital: Rhode Island Hospital  
   593 Eddy Street 
   Providence, Rhode Island 
 
Directions:  1. Head west on Power Street toward Gano Street (374 feet); 
   2. Turn left onto Gano Street (0.3 miles); 

3. Turn right onto the US-44 W/I-195 W/US-6 W ramp (0.1   
mile); 
4. Merge onto I-195 W/US-6 W (0.6 miles); 
5. Use the 2nd from the right lane to take exit 1B S for 
Interstate 95 S toward New York (0.3 miles); 
6. Keep right to continue on Exit 1B, follow signs for Eddy 
Street (0.2 miles);  

   7. Turn right onto Eddy Street (0.2 miles); and 
   8. Rhode Island Hospital will be on the left.  
 
A map depicting the emergency hospital route is attached.  

Site/Hazard Overview 

Site Description and History 

Segment 1A of the Blackstone River Bikeway, hereinafter referred to as the Site or 
Segment 1A, is located along the Seekonk River in Providence, Rhode Island. The Site 
consists of the approximate 0.71-mile strip of land that will be used to construct the 
bikeway, beginning at the exit ramp for Interstate Route 195 Westbound Exit 3 south 
of Gano Park in Providence Rhode Island, and ending at Pitman Street in Providence, 
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Rhode Island. The Site is identified by the City of Providence Tax Assessor’s 
Department as Lot 8 on Assessor’s Plat Map 17; a portion of Beach Street (a paper 
street shown on Assessor’s Plat Map 17); and Lots 35, 66, 446, 456, 480 and 487 on 
Assessor’s Plat Map 15 in Providence, Rhode Island (refer to Figures). The land south 
of the railroad tracks, Plat 17, Lot 8 and Plat 15, Lots 66, 446, and 456 is currently 
vacant and is owned and used by the City of Providence for recreational purposes, 
including athletic fields, a boat ramp, and a public dog park. The land north of the 
railroad tracks is currently occupied by residential and commercial buildings. Lot 487 
on Plat 15 is occupied by a commercial shopping plaza, which includes Eastside 
Marketplace, and is owned by Riverview Retail LLC. Lot 35 on Plat 15 is occupied by 
a senior living center and is owned by EPOCH SL III Inc. Lot 480 on Plat 15 is 
occupied by an old mill building, which is currently owned and occupied by the 
Salvation Army.  
 
The Site was historically part of the Seekonk River. The land proposed for bikeway 
development was reclaimed by filling in portions of the Seekonk River from the early 
1950s to the mid 1960s. Railroad tracks were constructed, bisecting the proposed 
bikeway, sometime between 1894 and 1939.  The railroad tracks ceased operation 
around 1976. Once the area was filled in, the land to the south of the railroad tracks 
was historically vacant and has been used by the City of Providence for recreational 
purposes. The land north of the railroad tracks was developed, starting in the 1960s, 
for commercial and residential use. Lot 487 on Plat Map 15 was developed sometime 
between 1962 and 1972 for commercial purposes.  
 
The Site is bounded to the north by a commercial property which contains a small 
shopping plaza and grocery store (East Side Marketplace); to the south by the 
Interstate 195 west Exit 3 off-ramp; to the west by recreational land (athletic fields); 
and to the east by the Seekonk River. 

Regulatory Exceedances Summary 

VHB has previously completed a Site Investigation for the property and discovered 
several chemical constitutents above applicable Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (RIDEM) Criteria.  
 
 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria – Arsenic, Lead, Benzo(a)anthracene, 

Benzo(b)fluoranthene, Benzo(k)fluoranthene, Benzo(g,h,i)perylene, 
Benzo(a)pyrene, Chrysene, Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene, Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene 
 

 Industrial Commercial Direct Exposure Criteria – Arsenic, Lead, Benzo(a)pyrene 
 

 GA Leachability  Criteria – None 
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 Upper Concentration Limits – None 

 
 GN Groundwater Objectives – None 

Tasks  
VHB staff will document encapsulation of the impacted Site soil in accordance with 
the RIDEM-approved Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP). The work will be 
conducted pursuant to VHB’s Remedial Action Work Plan and the RIDEM Remedial 
Approval Letter. 

Hazard Assessment 
Table 2 - Hazards of Concern (Check all that apply): 
 

X Heat Stress X Excavation/Trenching  Radiological 
X Cold Stress X General Construction  Biological 
 Explosion/Flammable X Inorganic Chemicals X Noise 
 Confined Space  Volatile Organic Chemicals  Corrosives 
X Physical Hazard   Other (Specify): 

 
The dangers that may be attributed to these hazards are discussed below. 

Heat Stress 

During the summer months, warm weather may become a health factor. Personnel 
working on-Site may have to wear protective clothing, which would increase the 
chance of workers suffering from heat-related problems. The situation will be 
monitored on days when the ambient temperature exceeds 70°F. Workers must be 
briefed on the signs and symptoms of heat-related problems and on preventative 
measures. 
 
The three levels of Heat Stress are: 
 
 Heat Cramps 
 Heat Exhaustion 
 Heat Stroke 
 
Symptoms of heat cramps include painful muscle spasms. Treatment includes 
providing liquid with electrolytes. 
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Weakness, fatigue, dizziness, heavy sweating, headache, nausea, fainting and pale, 
cool moist skin are all symptoms of heat exhaustion. Treatment includes resting in a 
cool place and providing plenty of liquids with electrolytes if the person is conscious; 
if unconscious, seek medical help immediately. 
 
Symptoms of heat stroke are very dry, hot skin, mottled blue or red appearance, 
confusion, convulsions, rapidly rising temperature and unconsciousness. If any 
person experiences these symptoms, seek medical attention immediately. Heat stroke 
is a life-threatening emergency. 

Cold Stress 

During the winter months, cold weather may become a health factor. Personnel 
working on-Site may have to wear protective clothing to protect themselves from 
winf and other cold weather exposures that may lead to hypothermia and frostbite. 
The situation will be monitored periodically on days when the ambient temperature is 
below 32°F, or when the local weather forcasting agencies suggest a wind chill factor 
of 32°F or lower. Workers must be briefed on the signs and symptoms of frostbite and 
on preventative measures if work is performed when the ambient temperature is 
below 32°F. 
 
Frostbite occurs when skin tissue and blood vessels are damaged from exposure to 
temperatures below 32 degrees Fahrenheit. It most commonly affects the toes, fingers, 
earlobes, chin, cheeks and nose, body parts that are often left uncovered in cold 
temperatures. Frostbite can occur gradually or rapidly. The speed with which the 
process progresses depends upon how cold or windy the temperature conditions are 
and the duration of exposure to those conditions. 
 
Frostbite has three stages of progression: 
 

 Frostnip 
 Superficial Frostbite 
 Deep Frostbite 

 
Frostnip – In this stage, the individual experiences a pins and needles sensation with 
the skin turning very white and soft. No blistering occurs. This stage produces no 
permanent damage and may be reversed by soaking in warm water or breathing 
warm breath on the affected area. 
 
Superficial Frostbite – In this stage, blistering may occur. The skin feels numb, waxy, 
and frozen. Ice crystals form in the skin cells and the rest of the skin remains flexible.  
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Deep Frostbite – This is the most serious stage of frostbite. In this stage, blood vessels, 
muscles, tendons, nerves and bone may be frozen. This stage can lead to permanent 
damage, blood clots, and gangrene, in severe cases. No feeling is experienced in the 
affected area and there is usually no blistering. Serious infection and loss of limbs 
frequently occurs after frostbite reaches this stage. However, even with deep frostbite, 
some frozen limbs may be saved if medical attention is obtained as soon as possible. 
 
Frostbite risk can be reduced by practicing the following: 
 

 Wear several layers of clothing when in extremely cold conditions since the 
air pockets between the layers will help to retain warmth. 

 Limit the use of alcohol and smoking tobacco. Alcohol causes the clood to 
cool quickly and tobacco inhibits circulation to extremeties. 

 Avoid going outdoors during extremely cold weather. 

 When outside, shield the face and other body parts from the cold wind and 
temperatures by wearing protective clothing, scarves, earmuffs, gloves, etc. 

 Wear waterproof skin moisturizer on exposed areas. 

 Do not spend extended periods in extreme temperatures when exhausted, or 
when wet. 

 
If, after being in extremely cold conditions, any of the following are experienced, seek 
emergency care. 
 

 Skin swelling 
 Loss of limb function and absence of pain 
 Drastic skin color changes 
 Blisters 
 Slurred speech 
 Memory loss 

 

Physical Hazards 

The operation of heavy equipment poses hazards. Physical hazards may be associated 
with the malfunction, misuse, or improper operation of such equipment. Personnel 
not directly involved with equipment operation should stand a safe distance away 
from the machinery. Personnel should wear hard-hats, eye protection, hearing 
protection, and steel toe boots whenever working within established work zones. 
Personnel should be aware of these physical obstacles at all times and take the 
necessary precautions to avoid them while at the Site. 
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The Site may contain rough or unfamiliar terrain that can lead to injury. Slips, trips, 
and falls are the most common accidents caused by varying terrain. These accidencts 
may result in cuts, bruises, and sprains. Falls may result in broken bones. Carefully 
examine unfamiliar terrain. Look out for holes, undergrowth, and open water.  
 
VHB staff shall wear boots with good ankle support and good traction, long pants, 
long-sleeved shirts, and long socks in the field. Under no circumstances will shorts, 
tube tops, muscle shirts, or sandals be worn on any VHB work sites.  

Excavation/Trenching 

Personnel should stand upwind of soil excavations to avoid being exposed to any 
dust generated during the excavation. During soil excavation operations, if any 
unusual odors or other unexpected observations are noted, all work must stop 
immediately. All personnel will retreat to a safe distance away from the excavation, 
and the VHB project manager will be notified of the situation before any additional 
action is taken.  

General Construction 

The greatest potential hazard at most Sites is related to the operation of heavy 
equipment, especially in the case of malfunction, misuse or improper operation. 
Personnel not directly involved with equipment operation should stand a safe 
distance away from the machinery. Personnel should wear hard-hats, eye and hearing 
protection, steel toe boots, and reflective safety vests when working near heavy 
equipment and any time there is a potential hazard from overhead or falling objects. 

Inorganic Chemicals 

Contaminants may be encountered in the form of soil dusts containing various metals 
(specifically arsenic and lead). To the extent possible, care shall be taken not to disturb 
dusty areas during the Site activities. In the event that visible emissions are released 
during Site activities, dust control in the form of water shall be sufficiently sprayed to 
reduce visible emission. Protective gloves should be worn when contacting soil, such 
as during measurements, screening or any required stockpile sampling.  

Noise 

Elevated noise levels may be encountered during the project due to construction 
equipment. Persons working in close proximity to construction equipment shall wear 
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sufficient hearing protection. This equipment may include foam earplugs or foam 
earmuffs. Hand signals must me used for communication in these situations. Hand 
signals shall be established and practived prior to donning protective hearing 
equipment.  

Chemical Exposures 

Table 3 summarizes chemicals that are known to be present at the Site due to VHB’s 
previous Site Investigation activities at the property, including the associated 
symptoms of acute exposure to such contaminants. Since additional unsuspected 
hazards may exist at the Site, periodic evaluation of Site conditions will be performed 
during all on-Site activities.  
 

Table 3 – Known Chemical Contaminants 

Chemical 
Contaminant 

Potential Hazard OSHA Std. 
(8-Hour TWA) 

NIOSH Std. 
(8-Hour TWA)* 

Arsenic Toxic by inhalation, skin absorption, skin and/or eye contact 
and ingestion. Affects liver, kidneys, skin, lungs, and 
lymphatic system.  

0.010 mg/m3 0.002 mg/m3 

Lead Toxic by ingestion, inhalation, and skin and/or eye contact. 
Affects eyes, GI tract, CNS, kidneys, blood, and gingival 
tissue. 

0.05 mg/m3 0.1 mg/m3 

PAHs Toxic by inhalation and skin and/or eye contact. Affects 
respiratory system, skin, bladder, and kidneys. 

0.2 mg/m3 0.1 mg/m3 

* See Appendix A and Appendix C (NIOSH Pocket Guide) for chemical properties and hazards. 
Minimize workplace exposure concentrations; limit number of workers exposed.  

Symptoms of Chemical Exposure 

On-Site workers should be aware of the specific symptoms of acute chemical exposure 
listed in Table 3. In general, workers should also be aware of some indiciations of 
toxic effects of chemical exposure which are described below: 
 
 Observable by others: 

o Changes in complexion, skin discoloration 
o Lack of coordination 
o Changes in demeanor 
o Papillary response 
o Changes in speech pattern 
o Difficulty breathing 

 
 Non-Observable by Others: 
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o Headaches 
o Dizziness 
o Blurred Vision 
o Cramps 
o Irritation of eyes, skin, or respiratory tract 
o Nausea 
o Chills 

First Aid 

General first aid procedures for exposure include, but are not limited to, the following 
procedures: 
 

 If contaminant contacts the eyes, irrigate immediately with large amounts of 
water; 

 If contaminant contacts the skin, wash with soap and water promptly; 

 If contaminant is inhaled, move the exposed person to fresh air at once. If the 
worker’s breathing has stopped, perform artificial respiration ONLY if 
appropriately trained and currently certified by the Red Cross of equivalent. 
Request appropriate medical attention as soon as possible by dialing 911 or 
other relevant telephone numbers listed in Table 1.  

 
On-Site personnel shall keep a First-Aid kit at the Site during Site activities. 

On-Site Control 
A Site-Safety Officer will be designated to coordinate access control to the work zone. 
No unauthorized personnel should enter the work zone to perform waste site cleanup 
activities without theappropriate 40-hour OSHA Site Worker Safety Training. Control 
boundaries have been established as follows: 
 

 Exclusion Zone: A 10-foot perimeter around the soil excavations will be 
treated as the Exclusion Zone. 

 Contaminant Reduction Zone: A designated area outside of the Exclusion 
Zone will be treated as the Contaminant Reduction Zone. All equipment will 
be decontaminated in this zone prior to being transferred to the Support 
Zone. 

 Support Zone: The remainder of the Site outside of the Contaminant 
Reduction Zone will be considered the Support Zone.  

9  



 
 
 
Table 4 - On-Site Personnel 
 

Site Safety Officer: Shelby Miller - 339.223.2798 
Regulatory Authority: Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
State Agency Reps.: Nicholas Noons    401.222.2797 x7517 
Local Agency: N/A 
Contractors: TBD 
Emergency Contacts: Peter Grivers - 401.935.5080 

Action Levels and Personnel Protection 

The initial level of personnel protection will be Level D.  
 
Level D personnel protection will include: 
 
 Chemical-resistant or leather gloves; 
 Boots/shoes, leather or chemical-resistant, steel toe and shank; 
 Safety glasses or chemical splash goggles (optional unless required for specific job 

function); 
 Hard-hat; 
 Hearing Protection. 
 
Field monitoring action levels are presented in Table 5: 
 

Table 5 – Action Levels 
Location Action Level Response 
Exclusion Zone 10 ppm TVOC in the 

ambient air 
Shut down operations, and allow area to equilibrate with background air quality 
before re-starting operations.  If conditions above 10 ppm persist, VHB 
personnel should leave the work area and the Project Manager should be 
contacted.  It is possible that personnel may upgrade to level C 

   
Exclusion Zone 10 mg/m3 particulate Shut down operations and allow area to equilibrate with background air quality 

before re-starting operations.  If conditions above 10 ppm persist, VHB 
personnel should leave the work area and the Project Manager should be 
contacted.  It is possible that personnel may upgrade to level 

   
Exclusion Zone Any detection of TVOC in 

the ambient air 
Modify work practices to minimize volatilization of contaminants 

   
Exclusion Zone 5 ppm TVOC Stop work until controls are identified that will reduce volatilization of 

contaminants. Do not restart work unless authorized by the project manger, 
department director, and/or the health and safety coordinator.  
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General Safety Requirement 
All persons entering and/or working on the Site shall follow the following General 
Safety Procedures: 
 
 No employee or subcontractor may be allowed on-site without the prior 

knowledge and consent of the Site Safety Officer and review of these Health and 
Safety Procedures. All VHB personnel engaged in this project will sign the Health 
and Safety plan to acknowledge that they have read and understand the Health 
and Safety Plan. 

 
 There will be no activities conducted on-site without sufficient backup personnel. 

At a minimum, two persons must be present at the site. 
 

 All contractor or subcontractor personnel shall bring to the attention of the Site 
Safety Officer or Supervisors any unsafe condition or practice associated with the 
site activities that they are unable to correct themselves. 

 
 There will be no smoking, eating, drinking, chewing gum or tobacco, or applying 

cosmetics in the restricted area. 
 

 Hands shall be thoroughly cleaned prior to smoking, eating or other activities 
outside the restricted area. 

 
 Team members must avoid unnecessary contamination (i.e., walking through 

known or suspected "hot" zones or contaminated puddles, kneeling or sitting on 
the ground, leaning against potentially contaminated barrels or equipment). 

 
 Respiratory devices may not be worn with beards, long sideburns, or under other 

conditions that prevent a proper seal. 
 

 No visitors will be allowed access without the knowledge and consent of the Site 
Manager and/or Safety Officer. All visitors will be required to be briefed on safety 
procedures and will be required to be escorted while on-site. 

 
 All excavations will be conducted in compliance with EPA/OSHA and RIDEM 

Standards. Excavation greater than four feet deep which require people to work 
in the excavation will have sides sloped no greater than 45° (1 to 1) or be shored 
pursuant to OSHA. 
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Personal Protective Equipment 
Based on an evaluation of potential hazards, the following levels of personal 
protection have been designated for the applicable areas or tasks. 
 

Location Job Function Level of Protection 
Exclusion Zone Excavation Observation A B C D Other 
Contaminant 
Reduction Zone Decontamination A B C D Other 
Support Zone Field Vehicle and Supplies A B C D Other 

Decontamination Procedures 

All non-expendable equipment will be cleaned according to Standard Operating 
Protocols. This protocol includes: 
 
 Rinse with tap water 
 Wash with Alconox detergent (or soap ) and water 
 Rinse with distilled or tap water 
 
Construction equipment leaving the Exclusion Zone will be decontaminated in the 
Support Zone by brushing soil from the equipment using a long-handled brush. The 
decontamination procedure for Level D requires the disposal of gloves, Tyvek suits (if 
used), and boot covers (if used) in plastic lined containers on-Site. All non-disposable 
equipment used on-Site that becomes contaminated will be cleaned by the protocol 
referenced above. 

Emergency Medical Care 
The following are qualified on-Site First Aid Responders and/or EMTs: 
 
First Aid equipment is acailable on-Site at the folloing locations: 

First Aid Kit: Located in field vehicle 
Emergency Eye Wash: Water is kept in the field vehicle 
Emergency Shower: Water is kept in the field vehicle 
Other (Specify): N/A 

 
Site Resoure(s) and Locations: 

Water Supply: Water is kept in the field vehicle 
Telephones: Portable telephone in field vehicle 
Communication Systems: Mobile telephones 

None 
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Other (Specify): N/A 

Emergency Procedures 
On-Site personnel will use the following standard emergency procedures. These 
procedures may be modified as appropriate and required for eac incident. The Site-
Safety Officer will be notified of any on-Site emergencies and will be responsible for 
ensuring that the appropriate procedures are followed. 
 
 Fire/Explosion:  The fire department will be notified and all personnel moved to a 

safe distance from the involved area. 
 
 Personal Protective Equipment Failure:  If any site worker experiences a failure 

or malfunction of personal protective equipment that adversely affects the 
protection factor that person and his/her buddy will immediately leave the 
Exclusion Zone. Re-entry will not be permitted until the equipment has been 
repaired or replaced. 

 
 Other Equipment Failure:  If any other equipment on-site fails to operate 

properly, the Site Manager and Site Safety Officer will be notified and will then 
evaluate the effect of such failure on continuing operations. If the failure affects 
personnel safety or prevents completion of the investigation activities, all 
personnel will leave the Exclusion Zone until the situation is remedied through 
appropriate action(s). 
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Blackstone River Bikeway --- Segment 1A, Providence, Rhode Island 
DAILY OPERATIONS LOG SUMMARY 

 

NAME:  WEATHER:  

DATE & TIME:   WIND:  

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY:  

  

 

EARTHWORK ACTIVITY:  

  

 

SOIL AND EROSION MONITORING: 

  

 

DUST MONITORING: 

  

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY MONITORING: 

  

 

CONVERSATION NOTES:  

  
 





 
 

Appendix G 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAND USAGE RESTRICTION 

 
This Declaration of Environmental Land Usage Restriction (“Restriction”) is made on this _____ 
day of _____________________, 20___ by [property owner]the State of Rhode Island, and 
its successors and/or assigns (hereinafter, the “Grantor”). 
 

WITNESSETH: 
 

 WHEREAS, the Grantor _______________________ (name)the State of Rhode Island is 
the Owner in fee simple of certain real property identified as [specify Plat, Lot(s), address and 
Town or City]portions of Providence Assessor’s Lot 8/Plat 17; Lots 66, 446, & 456/Plat 15; 
and a portion of Beach Street in Providence, Rhode Island (the “Property”), more particularly 
described in Exhibit A (Legal Description) which is attached hereto and made a part hereof;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Property (or portion thereof identified in the Class I survey which is 
attached hereto as Exhibit 2A and is made a part hereof) has been determined to  contain soil 
and/or groundwater which is contaminated with certain Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum in 
excess of applicable [residential and/or industrial/commercial Direct Exposure Criteria, 
and/or applicable groundwater objective]  criteria pursuant to the Rules and Regulations for 
the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (“Remediation Regulations”);  
 
 WHEREAS, the Grantor and the Department have determined that the environmental 
land use restrictions set forth below are consistent with the regulations adopted by the Rhode 
Island Department of Environmental Management (“Department”) pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 23-
19.14-1 and that this restriction shall be a Conservation Restriction pursuant to R.I.G.L. § 34-39-
-1 et. seq.  and shall not be subject to the 30 year limitation provided in R.I.G.L. § 34-4-21;  
 
 WHEREAS, the Department's written approval of this Restriction is contained in the 
document entitled: [Remedial Decision Letter/ Settlement Agreement/ Order of Approval/ 
Remedial Approval Letter] issued pursuant to the Remediation Regulations;  
 
  
 WHEREAS, to prevent exposure to or migration of Hazardous Substances and to abate 
hazards to human health and/or the environment, and in accordance with the [Remedial Decision 
Letter/ Remedial Agreement/ Order of Approval/ Remedial Approval Letter], the Grantor 
desires to impose certain restrictions upon the use, occupancy, and activities of and at the 
[Property/Contaminated-Site];  
 
 WHEREAS, the Grantor believes that this Restriction will effectively protect public 
health and the environment from such contamination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Grantor intends that such restrictions shall run with the land and be 
binding upon and enforceable against the Grantor and the Grantor’s successors and assigns. 



 
NOW, THEREFORE, Grantor agrees as follows: 
 
A. Restrictions Applicable to the [Property/Contaminated-Site]:  In accordance with the 

[Remedial Decision Letter/ Remedial Agreement/ Order of Approval/ Remedial Approval 
Letter], the use, occupancy and activity of and at the [Property/ Contaminated-Site] is 
restricted as follows: 

 
i. No  residential use of the [Property/Contaminated-Site] shall be permitted that is 

contrary to Department approvals and restrictions contained herein; 
 

ii. No groundwater at the [Property/Contaminated-Site] shall be used as potable water;  
 

iii. No soil at the [Property/Contaminated-Site] shall be disturbed in any manner without 
written permission of the Department’s Office of Waste Management, except as 
permitted in the Remedial Action Work Plan (RAWP) or Soil Management Plan 
(SMP) approved by the Department in a written approval letter dated 
_____________(date) Exhibit B and attached hereto;  

 
[iv. Humans engaged in activities at the [Property/Contaminated-Site] shall not be exposed 

to soils containing Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum in concentrations exceeding 
the applicable Department approved Direct Exposure Criteria set forth in the 
Remediation Regulations;  

 
[v.Water at the [Property/Contaminated-Site] shall be prohibited from infiltrating soils 

containing Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum in concentrations exceeding the 
applicable Department approved leachability criteria set forth in the Remediation 
Regulations;  

  
[vi.No subsurface structures shall be constructed on the [Property/Contaminated-Site] over 

groundwater containing Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum in concentrations 
exceeding the applicable Department approved GA or GB Groundwater Objectives set 
forth in the Remediation Regulations;  

 
[vii.[v. The engineered controls at the [Property/ Contaminated-Site] described in the 

[RAWP or SMP] contained in Exhibit B attached hereto shall not be disturbed and 
shall be properly maintained to prevent humans engaged in [residential or 
industrial/commercial]passive recreational activity from being exposed to soils 
containing Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum in concentrations exceeding the 
applicable Department-approved [residential and/or industrial/commercial] Direct 
Exposure Criteria in accordance with the Remediation Regulations; and 

 
[viii.The engineered controls at the [Property/ Contaminated-Site] described in the 

[RAWP or Soil Management Plan SMP] contained in Exhibit B attached hereto 
shall not be disturbed and shall be properly maintained so that water does not 
infiltrate soils containing Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum in concentrations 



exceeding the applicable Department-approved leachability criteria set forth in the 
Remediation Regulations.  

 
B. No action shall be taken, allowed, suffered, or omitted at the [Property/ Contaminated-

Site]  if such action or omission is reasonably likely to:  
 

i. Create a risk of migration of Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum;   
ii. Create a potential hazard to human health or the environment; or  
iii. Result in the disturbance of any engineering controls utilized at the 

[Property/Contaminated-Site], except as permitted in the Department-approved 
[RAWP or SMP] contained in Exhibit B.  

 
C. Emergencies:  In the event of any emergency which presents a significant risk to human 

health or to the environment, including but not limited to, maintenance and repair of utility 
lines or a response to emergencies such as fire or flood, the application of Paragraphs A (iii.-
viii.) and B above may be suspended, provided such risk cannot be abated without 
suspending such Paragraphs and the Grantor complies with the following:  

 
i. Grantor shall notify the Department’s Office of Waste Management in writing of the 

emergency as soon as possible but no more than three (3) business days after 
Grantor’s having learned of the emergency.  (This does not remove Grantor’s 
obligation to notify any other necessary state, local or federal agencies.);  

 
ii. Grantor shall limit both the extent and duration of the suspension to the minimum period 

reasonable and necessary to adequately respond to the emergency;  
 

iii. Grantor shall implement reasonable measures necessary to prevent actual, potential, 
present and future risk to human health and the environment resulting from such 
suspension;  

 
iv. Grantor shall communicate at the time of written notification to the Department its 

intention to conduct the Emergency Response Actions and provide a schedule to 
complete the Emergency Response Actions;  

 
v. Grantor shall continue to implement the Emergency Response Actions, on the schedule 

submitted to the Department, to ensure that the [Property/Contaminated-Site] is 
remediated in accordance with the Remediation Regulations (or applicable variance) 
or restored to its condition prior to such emergency. Based upon information 
submitted to the Department at the time the ELUR was recorded pertaining to known 
environmental conditions at the [Property/Contaminated-Site], emergency 
maintenance and repair of utility lines shall only require restoration of the 
[Property/Contaminated-Site] to its condition prior to the maintenance and repair of 
the utility lines; and  

 
vi. Grantor shall submit to the Department, within ten (10) days after the completion of the 

Emergency Response Action, a status report describing the emergency activities that 



have been completed.  
 
D. Release of Restriction; Alterations of Subject Area:  The Grantor shall not make, or allow 

or suffer to be made, any alteration of any kind in, to, or about any portion of the 
[Property/Contaminated-Site] inconsistent with this Restriction unless the Grantor has 
received the Department's prior written approval for such alteration.  If the Department 
determines that the proposed alteration is significant, the Department may require the 
amendment of this Restriction.   Alterations deemed insignificant  by the Department will be 
approved via a letter from the Department.  The Department shall not approve any such 
alteration and shall not release the [Property/Contaminated-Site] from the provisions of 
this Restriction unless the Grantor demonstrates to the Department's satisfaction that Grantor 
has managed the [Property/Contaminated-Site] in accordance with applicable regulations.  

 

E. Notice of Lessees and Other Holders of Interests in the [Property/Contaminated-Site]: 
The Grantor, or any future holder of any interest in the [Property/Contaminated-Site], shall 
cause any lease, grant, or other transfer of any interest in the [Property/Contaminated-Site] 
to include a provision expressly requiring the lessee, grantee, or transferee to comply with 
this Restriction.  The failure to include such provision shall not affect the validity or 
applicability of this Restriction to the [Property/Contaminated-Site].  

 
F. Enforceability:  If any court of competent jurisdiction determines that any provision of this 

Restriction is invalid or unenforceable, the Grantor shall notify the Department in writing 
within fourteen (14) days of such determination.  

 
G. Binding Effect:  All of the terms, covenants, and conditions of this Restriction shall run with 

the land and shall be binding on the Grantor, its successors and assigns, and each Owner and 
any other party entitled to control, possession or use of the [Property/Contaminated-Site] 
during such period of Ownership or possession.  

 
H. Inspection & Non-Compliance:  It shall be the obligation of the Grantor, or any future 

holder of any interest in the [Property/Contaminated-Site], to provide for annual 
inspections of the [Property/Contaminated-Site] for compliance with the ELUR in 
accordance with Department requirements.  

 
[An officer or Director of the company with direct knowledge of past and present 
conditions of the [Property/Contaminated-Site] (the “Company Representative”), or] A 
qualified environmental professional will, on behalf of the Grantor or future holder of any 
interest in the [Property/Contaminated-Site], evaluate the compliance status of the 
[Property/Contaminated-Site] on an annual basis. Upon completion of the evaluation, the 
[Company Representative or] environmental professional will prepare and simultaneously 
submit to the Department and to the Grantor or future holder of any interest in the 
[Property/Contaminated-Site] an evaluation report detailing the findings of the inspection , 
and noting any compliance violations at the [Property/Contaminated-Site].  If the 
[Property/Contaminated-Site] is determined to be out of compliance with the terms of the 
ELUR, the Grantor or future holder of any interest in the [Property/Contaminated-Site] 
shall submit a corrective action plan in writing to the Department within ten (10) days of 
receipt of the evaluation report, indicating the plans to bring the [Property/Contaminated-



Site] into compliance with the ELUR, including, at a minimum, a schedule for 
implementation of the plan. 
 
In the event of any violation of the terms of this Restriction, which remains uncured more 
than ninety (90) days after written notice of violation, all Department approvals and 
agreements relating to the [Property/Contaminated-Site] may be voided at the sole 
discretion of the Department. 

 
I. Terms Used Herein: The definitions of terms used herein shall be the same as the 

definitions contained in Section 3 (DEFINITIONS) of the Remediation Regulations.  
 
 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has hereunto set (his/her) hand and seal on the day and 
year set forth above. 
 
[Name of Person(s), company, LLC or LLP]The State of Rhode Island 
 

 
By:  _______________________________ ____________________________ 
 Grantor (signature) ________________ ____________Grantor (typed name)  
 
 
 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
COUNTY OF ______________ 
 
 In (CITY/TOWN), in said County and State, on the _____ day of ___________, 20___, 
before me Personally appeared ________________, to me known and known by me to be the 
party executing the foregoing instrument and (he/she) acknowledged said instrument by 
(him/her) executed to be (his/her) free act and deed. 
 
             
    Notary Public: __________________________ 
      
       My Comm. Expires: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Post Remediation Soil Management Plan 

Blackstone River Bikeway – Segment 1A 

Portions of Lot 8/Plat 17, Lots 66, 446, & 456/Plat 15; and a Portion of Beach Street 

Providence, Rhode Island 

 

This Soil Management Plan (SMP) has been prepared to establish procedures that will be 
followed should future construction/maintenance activities at the Blackstone River Bikeway – 
Segment 1A property require the need to manage soils excavated from the subsurface or when 
existing Site surfaces/Department approved engineered controls (asphalt, concrete, and/or 
landscaping) are disturbed. The plan serves to supplement, and will be initiated by, the RIDEM 
notification requirement established by the Environmental Land Use Restriction (ELUR) for the 
property. 
 
Background 

 
The Property, identified as portions of Lot 8 on Plat Map 17; Lots 35, 66, 446, 456, 480, & 487 
on Plat Map 15 and a portion of Beach Street in Providence, Rhode Island, was formerly part of 
the Seekonk River. The land was created by filling in the river over time. Land south of the 
railroad tracks that bisect the Site remained vacant and has been used for recreational purposes. 
Land north of the railroad tracks was developed for industrial and commercial use. The lots that 
make up the bikeway north of the railroad tracks have recently been used for commercial and 
residential purposes. The Site was found to contain arsenic, lead, benzo(a)anthracene, 
benzo(b)fluoranthene, benzo(k)fluoranthene, benzo(g,h,i)perylene, benzo(a)pyrene, chrysene, 
dibenzo(a,h)anthracene, and indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene during a Site investigation performed at the 
property. More recently, the Site has been developed with a recreational bike path. The 
Department approved remedy, as described in the Remedial Decision Letter dated September 
XX, 2015, included limited excavation of soils that contain concentrations of polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons that exceed the Department’s Residential Direct Exposure Criteria (RDEC) and/or 
the Industrial/Commercial Direct Exposure Criteria (I/CDEC) and offsite disposal at a licensed 
facility, encapsulation of any remaining soils that contain exceedances of the Department’s 
RDEC with clean fill materials and paved surfaces to limit exposure to subsurface soils, and an 
institutional control in the form of a Department approved ELUR. The regulated Site soils are 
covered with Department approved engineered controls (refer to attached figure), consisting of 
asphalt pavement and landscaping in order to prevent direct exposure to regulated soils. 
 
Applicable Area 

 
This SMP and affiliated ELUR, which restricts the property to Industrial/Commercial use, 
pertains to the entire Property. See attached Site figure. 
 
Soil Management 

 
The direct exposure pathway is the primary concern at the site. Individuals engaged in activities 
at the site may be exposed through incidental ingestion, dermal contact, or inhalation of vapors or 
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entrained soil particles if proper precautions are not taken. Therefore, the following procedures 
will be followed to minimize the potential of exposure.  
 
During significant or long-term Site work involving intrusive soil activities, the appropriate 
precautions will be taken to restrict unauthorized access to the property. This will include 
perimeter fencing where applicable.  
 
During all site/earth work, dust suppression (e.g. watering, etc) techniques must be employed at 
all times.  
 
In the event that an unexpected observation or situation arises during site work, such activities 
will immediately stop. Workers will not attempt to handle the situation themselves but will 
contact the appropriate authority for further direction. 
 
In the event that certain soils on site were not previously characterized, these soils are presumed 
to be regulated until such time that it is demonstrated to the Department, through sampling and 
laboratory analysis that they are not regulated. (For example, presumptive remedies or locations 
of previously inaccessible soil.) 
 
If excess soil is generated/excavated from the Property, the soil is to remain on-site for analytical 
testing, to be performed by an environmental professional, in order to determine the appropriate 
disposal and/or management options. The soil must be placed on and covered with 
polyethylene/plastic sheeting during the entire duration of its staging and secured with 
appropriate controls to limit the loss of the cover and protect against storm-water and/or wind 
erosion (e.g. hay bales, silt fencing, rocks, etc).   
 
Excavated soils will be staged and temporarily stored in a designated area of the property.  
Within reason, the storage location will be selected to limit the unauthorized access to the 
materials (e.g., away from public roadways/walkways). No regulated soil will be stockpiled on-
site for greater than 60 days without prior Department approval. 
 
In the event that stockpiled soils pose a risk or threat of leaching hazardous materials, a proper 
leak-proof container (e.g. drum or lined roll-off) or secondary containment will be utilized.  
 
Soils excavated from the site may not be re-used as fill on residential property. Excavated fill 
material shall not be re-used as fill on commercial or industrial properties unless it meets the 
Department’s Method 1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria for all constituents listed in Table 1 
of the Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous Material 
Releases (Remediation Regulations). Copies of the laboratory analysis results shall be maintained 
by the site owner and included in the annual inspection report for the Site, or the closure report if 
applicable. In the event that the soil does not meet any of these criteria, the material must be 
properly managed and disposed of off-Site at a licensed facility. 
 
Site soils, which are to be disposed of off-Site, must be done so at a licensed facility in 
accordance with all local, state, and federal laws. Copies of the material shipping records 
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associated with the disposal of the material shall be maintained by the site owner and included in 
the annual inspection report for the Site. 
 
Best soil management practices should be employed at all times and regulated soils should be 
segregated into separate piles (or cells or containers) as appropriate based upon the results of 
analytical testing, when multiple reuse options are planned (e.g. reuse on-Site, reuse at a 
Department approved Industrial/Commercial property, or disposal at a Department approved 
licensed facility).   
 
All non-disposable equipment used during the soil disturbance activities will be properly 
decontaminated as appropriate prior to removal from the Site. All disposable equipment used 
during the soil disturbance activities will be properly containerized and disposed of following 
completion of the work. All vehicles utilized during the work shall be properly decontaminated 
as appropriate prior to leaving the Site. 
 
At the completion of Site work, all exposed soils are required to be recapped with Department 
approved engineered controls for this project (10-inches of clean fill underlain with a geotextile 
liner or 4 inches of pavement underlain with 6 inches of clean fill) consistent or better than the 
site surface conditions prior to the work that took place. These measures must also be consistent 
with the Department approved ELUR recorded on the property. Any clean fill material brought 
on Site is required to meet the Department’s Method 1 Residential Direct Exposure Criteria or be 
designated by an Environmental Professional as Non-Jurisdictional under the Remediation 
Regulations. The Annual Inspection Report for the site, or Closure Report if applicable, should 
include either analytical sampling results from the fill demonstrating compliance or alternatively 
include written certification by an Environmental Professional that the fill is not jurisdictional. 
 
Worker Health and Safety 

 
To ensure the health and safety of on-Site workers, persons involved in the excavation and 
handling of the material on site are required to wear a minimum of Level D personal protection 
equipment, including gloves, work boots and eye protection.  Workers are also required to wash 
their hands with soap and water prior to eating, drinking, smoking, or leaving the Site. 
 
Department Approval 

 
In accordance with Section A iii of the ELUR, no soil at the property is to be disturbed in any 
manner without prior written permission of the Department’s Office of Waste Management, 
except for minor inspections, maintenance, and landscaping activities that do not disturb the 
contaminated soil at the Site.  As part of the notification process, the Site owner shall provide a 
brief written description of the anticipated Site activity involving soil excavation. The 
notification should be submitted to the Department no later than 60 days prior to the proposed 
initiation of the start of Site activities. The description shall include an estimate of the volume of 
soil to be excavated, a list of the known and anticipated contaminants of concern, a Site figure 
clearly identifying the proposed areas to be excavated/disturbed, the duration of the project and 
the proposed disposal location of the soil. 
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Following written Notification, the Department will determine the post closure reporting 
requirements. Significant disturbances of regulated soil will require submission of a Closure 
Report for Department review and approval documenting that the activities were performed in 
accordance with this SMP and the Department approved ELUR. Minor disturbances of regulated 
soil may be documented through the annual certification submitted in accordance with Section H 
(Inspection & Non-Compliance) of the Department approved ELUR. The Department will also 
make a determination regarding the necessity of performing Public Notice to abutting property 
owners/tenants concerning the proposed activities. Work associated with the Notification will not 
commence until written Department approval has been issued. Once Department approval has 
been issued, the Department will be notified a minimum of two (2) days prior to the start of 
activities at the site. Shall any significant alterations to the Department approved plan be 
necessary, a written description of the proposed deviation, will be submitted to the Department 
for review and approval prior to initiating such changes. 
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