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Light Brown Apple Moth
Epiphyas postvittana

Native of Australia, the Light Brown Apple
Moth was first introduced to California in
2007. A pest of ornamental plants and
agricultural crops, it is currently being
eradicated in California, and is not yet
present in Rhode Island.
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Identifying Features:

Adult females have a 2 cm wingspan, much
larger than that of the male. Females are yellowish-
brown in color with discrete markings. Males are
distinct with a yellowish-brown color at the base of
their wing and variable dark, red-brown markings
towards the tip of the wing.

On the upper surface of leaves, eggs are
flattened and laid in groups. Only a few millimeters
long, young larvae have a yellow-green body and
brown head. At maturity, larvae are green and
approximately 10-18 mm long.

It has been reported that this moth feeds
on over 200 species of plants including, fruits,
broadleaved weeds, vegetables, trees and
ornamentals.
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Information Sources

Damage:

Caterpillars feed on the leaves, buds, shoots and fruit of
plants.

Larvae roll together leaves and buds as well as construct
silken shelters to feed under.

Irregular brown areas on the surface of the fruit caused
by larval feeding. Larvae sometimes enter fruit to feed.

The greatest economical impact of the Light Brown Apple
Moth is damage to the fruit caused by larvae.
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