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Hi Maria,
 
It was a pleasure speaking with you on the phone yesterday. I’m forwarding this email that I’ve
received from Tim Thies where he addresses some of the concerns you had mentioned. The results
from the sampling has been attached to this email where he briefly summarizes the finding and it
looks like Tim will be there for the Monday meeting you had mentioned. The latest data does not
look to be out of line with last year’s pre-characterization data, which I have attached to this email as
"Summary Data Tables and Site Plan”.
Tim did not confirm if the same lab did both this years and last year’s sampling. I do know for certain
that last year’s analysis was done at New England Testing Laboratory Inc. 59 Greenhill St, West
Warwick, RI 02893. He did not address my question of what the future use of the dug up soil will be
and I will make sure to follow up with him about it. I will also continue to look into a plan to better
contain the dust and inform you of any updates that I receive.
 
I wanted to clarify some questions that I may not have sufficiently answered after discussing with my
supervisor:
 

1. As we discussed, the Dig and Haul Policy states that excavations are to sampled at a frequency
of 1 sample per 625 sqft of bottom area, 1 sample per 25 linear feet of wall length, and 1
sample per 5 feet of wall depth. However, the Dig and Haul Policy does not apply to this site
since its area is greater than 1000 cubic yards. Therefore, due its size, we modified and
approved the confirmatory sampling frequency to be 1 sample per 2500 sqft of bottom area,
1 sample per 100 linear feet of wall length, and 1 sample per 5 feet of wall depth. I’ve
attached a pdf of the sampling plan to this email which shows all 94 sampling locations.

 
2. I remember you expressing concern regarding the site’s history and what that could mean for

the contamination. As you mentioned, the site operated as a Former Defense Site/Anti-
Aircraft Battery and as a landfill in a different area of the site. Currently the excavation is
being done in the area where the battery was and not where the landfill was. The landfill area
will be addressed separately.

 
If you wish to reach Tim Thies directly, his contact information is below. I will relay your name and
contact information to Tim Thies in the meantime. Please feel free to let me know if you have any
other questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Joanna
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Joanna, Thank you for alerting me to the recent call you received. Here are a few updates on the soil stockpile and dust mitigation. We received the data from the stockpile characterization yesterday afternoon. We have tabulated it and have
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Joanna,
 
Thank you for alerting me to the recent call you received.  Here are a few updates on the soil
stockpile and dust mitigation.
 

1. We received the data from the stockpile characterization yesterday afternoon. We have
tabulated it and have attached a copy to this email.  Overall, the data looks generally pretty
good.  We took 19 samples across the pile and at varying depths.  We had a handful or R-DEC
exceedances for lead and PAHs, but the vast majority of samples were below R-DEC for lead
and PAHs.  We had one contaminant (benzo(a)pyrene) that was above I/C DEC, but that was
in only one of the 19 samples.  The average concentration of contaminants across the pile was
well below any R-DEC threshold (except for arsenic).

2. Arsenic was present in most of the samples above 7 mg/kg, with an average concentration of
about 8.6 mg/kg.  I would like to discuss our arsenic data with RIDEM at some point in the
near future.  We have strong evidence to suggest that the arsenic in the stockpile is naturally
occurring.  The concentration in native samples we collected from beneath the former
building average around 8 mg/kg, very close to the stockpile concentration.  I would like to
discuss this with you further.



3. A member of the project team examined the stockpile this afternoon (after receiving of your
email).  The stockpile appears to be very stable with very little evidence of dust migration
from the pile.  However, the seeds have not germinated yet, probably because it has been
very dry these last few weeks.  We expect some rain this weekend, which will hopefully get
the seeds to germinate.  We will keep an eye on the pile to see if it’s condition changes.  If we
start to see bare spots or other signs the its no longer stable, we will have the contractor
address it.

4. If dust is coming off the site, it’s likely from other areas where the contractor is doing
excavation or other earthwork.  While the contractor has been watering the area to keep dust
down, it sounds like they need to increase their efforts.  We will discuss with the contractor
about increasing their watering efforts.

5. The City has invited neighbors and concerned citizens to the Monday night School Building
Committee meeting.  I plan on attending that meeting and will be prepared to answer any
questions relative to the characterization of the stockpile and the site remediation process for
the project as a whole.

 
In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
 
-Tim
 
Timothy P. Thies, P.E.
Senior Vice President/Division Manager
Environmental Division
 
Pare Corporation
8 Blackstone Valley Place
Lincoln, RI 02865
(401) 334-4100  Ext.4137
www.parecorp.com [parecorp.com]
 

 

From: Pawlina, Joanna (DEM) <Joanna.Pawlina@dem.ri.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 11:44 AM
To: Tim Thies <TThies@parecorp.com>
Cc: Blauvelt, Ashley (DEM) <ashley.blauvelt@dem.ri.gov>; Owens, Kelly (DEM)
<kelly.owens@dem.ri.gov>
Subject: Roger's High School
 

 [EXTERNAL]

Hi Tim,



 
Yesterday I received a call from a neighbor regarding the excavation happening at Roger’s High
School in Newport. They called me on behalf of several concerned neighbors because they are still

seeing dirt getting onto their property. I understand the soil stockpile was hydroseeded April 3rd but
neighbors were looking for new growth and they haven’t seen any. I’m not familiar with how long it
would take to germinate, has the pile been tended to or reseeded since then? We had discussed a
possible solution through the installation of a long-term watering system to keep the dirt from
drying and blowing onto their property, especially as the summer approaches.
 
Have you received the results from the sampling that was done last week? The neighborhood is
having a meeting on Monday and asked if they would be available by then. They would also like to
know what the future intentions are for the dug up soil? Additionally, can you confirm if they were
sent to the same lab as the samples that were analyzed last year (New England Testing Lab)?
 
Please let me know as soon as you can.
Thank you,
 

Joanna Pawlina, Environmental Scientist
RI Department of Environmental Management
Office of Land Revitalization and Sustainable Materials Management
Site Remediation Program
235 Promenade Street
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 222-2797 ext. 2777177
Joanna.pawlina@dem.ri.gov 
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PERIMETER:                       1,581' 3"
AREA:                          94,012 FT²
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NOTE: FOR SIDEWALL SAMPLES, INDICATE DEPTH RANGEFROM WHICH SAMPLE WAS COLLECTED. SAMPLES MUST BECOLLECTED EVERY 5-FEET OF DEPTH ALONG SIDEWALLAND FOLLOW ABOVE NOMENCLATURE, WHERE "__" = ENDOF NEXT 5-FOOT INTERVAL OR FINAL DEPTH OF EXCAVATION.
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